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:\ciinn! H, H. Clegg, an assistant in the Department of Justice,
ix here shown lecturing to the first police class in the depart-
ment's sehool for police

Uncle Sam's © Men Are Giving
City Police Forces the Full.
Benefit of Their Training—War

to Exterminate Criminals

Gets Under Way

By John L. Coontz

MAN stealthily creeps up behind

another on the roof of a Govern-
ment bullding in Washington. A gun
flashes in the sunlight and a bit of cold
steel presses In the side of the man ap-
proached. “Hands up!" cries the gun-
man,

But instead of “hands up,” the robbep
gels the surprise of his 1ife. His vietim
drops, makes n lghtning half eirele and
sefzes the gun hand In & vise-like grip.
For the fraction of a sccond he holds
the gun off and then, inr a movement
that baffles the eye to follow. he gives
that “klller arm" a twist that shoots
the gun across the roof of the bullding,
and leaves its owner writhing In pain

At this point a third man steps up.
Critically he examines the situation.
And then: “Tyy agaln. Shoot that gun
farther away. OGet between it and the
‘robber.’ ‘Hold tight to that elbow and
wrist after you haye got your man at
your advantage. Don't give him a
chance to get buck on his feet squarely.
And whils you've got him ‘broken' siip
the ‘cuffs’ on him.”

REAL “hold-up?” No. Not a bit of
it. Just a class in the traloing of a
score of police officers fro'n every corner
in the United States in he manner of
criminal apprehension and of crime so-
Iutiorz. It is one of the United States
Department of Justice answers to critiea
who sy crime is still rampant.

Tha first national class of police offi-
cera receiving this training hos Jlfm‘.
completed its course and It4 membership
returned to the nationm-wide elties from
which It was drawn. There they will
tmpart the knowledge gained to mem-
bers of thelr own departments. 5o
criminals beware!

What about the training these men
have recelved that places them in the
forefront of criminal detectives of the
world?

In the first place. et us look at the
type of men selected to recefve the In-
struction. They are all young. Men in
the prima of life, well huli;. highly in=-
telligent, noted for eriminal work In
thetr respective cities. They were the
plek of twenty-one police departments
of the Nation

Thelr criminal studies at the “college
conslsted of paychistry, road-blocking,
eryptogram decoding, Iatest flngerprint
development, baliistics, use of ultra-
violet Ught in the study of invisible inks,
blood and powder stain analysis, gun-
firlng and Jujutsu

Classes in all thesa subjects were con-
ducted by experts called to Washington
from every part of Amerien. elght
weeks these students went Into labora-
tories, Into el ome, out upon the
fring mange and to the roof of the De-
partment of Justice Bullding
to see what they learned, le
turn with them for a day or so

Out to the
Va, where the T

gas bosribs and gns
Astiving at the firlng ramge, the en-

Seience is greatly aiding police in solving erime and fixing guilt.
At the right is n microscopie picture of a piece of woolen goods,

while above in shown an examina-
tion being made under a powerful
infra-red ray light

tire clnss plles out. Guns are removed
and the class takos it position, For two
hours the sticcato of machine-gun fire
rolls over the fleld! the crack of pistol
fire, the fumes of gas bombs Inter-
spersed with this “warfare” are scenes
of firing from behind barricades at
“robbers”  equipped  with  “subs”; of
bulldings being “rushed” with tear-gas
bombs and tear-gas guns; of automo-
blles chasing each other from which
fiy shols ng fast as “gangsters” and pur-
suing officers can spill them,

FPHE morning class In gu
Ing completed itn work, the students
raturn to the Department of Justice
Bullding, Here they are Introduced to
"Oscar
“"Osoar” s Lhe gquecrest fellow you ever
saw. He s different from humankind in
that he is not human. "Osear” Iz a
dummy. but even at that he plays n
most important role of all the equip-
ment of the Justice Department In the
education of criminal sleuths.
into & e equipped with a chalr or
two, n iable and n few other minor

n-firing hay-

things, “"Oscar” s bre ¥y his mas-
tor, Hugh Ok . director of
the Burea His intro-

3 the grotup
ear™ = thrown forel-
knocking over m chalr,
upaetiing a lamp and
10 8
o down,
has setved
axion o
on how
a orime. He
has & k his back., He has
been heaved Inlo the room by s criminal

Palice students at the erime school
alio were

gang that has just murdered him. Or
maybe they haven't, or maybe he has
not been murdered by a gang at all
All of this fa for the class to detar-
mine. They are ta discover whether the
bullet wound In “Osears™ templs wna
made after the knife wound in his back
or vice versa. The identity of "Oscar™ Is
nlzo to be worked out. How & he
dressed? Expenaively? Pooriy? Or hail
and half—a good cont that haa seen
oriety days and & palr of pants that
came from down In the alum district?
Is "Opear” s bum that hus received a
landout, or is “Oscar™ s gentleman that
s fallen to & low estate In life from
he has not been to risa?
at else about “"Oscar™ Has he a
ndkerchie! on his person? A watch?
His hands and feet—ars they small?

camern-box nTalr [5 brought Inte the
room. A letter sheet (s plazed (n it and
& switeh turned. With the turning of
the switch the sheet of aper 15 flooded
witly ultra-violet lght And, peering
through the eyeplece of the apparatus,
the student may rend the contents of
the letters, written in invisible ink, un-
nble to be discovered by the naked eoye.

Powerlul magnifying lenses bring out
the ridges of fNngerprints, By examin-
ing them' under increased magnification
thelr peealinrities are brought out. No
two fingerprints are alike. The whorls
nnd ridges that go to make the tips are
different i overy human individual.

Hunded n plece of furniture, n knife.
n piece of paper or some other object,
the student 15 now instructed to take a
fingerprint impression from the speci-
man. A fine powder bs dusted over the
paptr and then brushed off. This Is
“set" by chemical monns and Iater pho-
L raphed

In connectlon with this fngerprint

not only studied the latest sclentific methods of erime wolution, hut they
put through a strenuone conrse In calisthenica

Have the hands sver dones manual work
or are they hands of a gambler, a dilet-
tanta? Any clgnretis stain on thoss
fingertipa?

For two houra or more the class works
over  “Oscar,” takimg notes, making
comparisons, deduction and drawing
conclusions. ‘When all s compleled the
cinas turns in {ia papers and then lstem
to a lecturs in which the character of
"Omoar” i revesled, hiy calling in Hfe
and how he was murdered.

“Osoar” disposed of, the cluss now re-
ceives individusl allps of paper. These
alips ure piatn, white letter shoels with
m writiog on them. The class turns
themn over and over with instructions to
read thelr contents, ‘This is impossible
untll the mecret Ia reveaied ax to how
they may be read. For Lhis purpose a

tiking the students are Instructed In
n now method which, according to ofi-
clals, 1y superior to the oid. This is the
nitrate silver method, It opens & whole
new fleld of Nngerprinting,

The dust method of laking NAnger-
prints moots with ils best succesa only
when the fingerprints nre taken from a
smooth  surface, The silver nitrate
method does not requlre a smooth sur-
face, In usng it fAngerprints may be
taken from rotgh surfaces, such as &
shilrt eollar, u sock; & tie or bed cloth-
ing. Even the eriminal «ho hins hoped
to hide his Mentity through the use of
gloves Al the soene of hls crime Y no
longer safe. The silver nitimte permits
Ihe taking of impresslons of Angers from
Inslde gloves

The sliver nltrale melhod of taking

Ballistie mickoscopes play
mea where bullets were used hy gunmen

a hig part in solving

fingerprints & quite aimple. Al that
is needed s a knowledge of photography,
n small amount of silvir nitrate and a
strong lght, rich In ultrasviolet rays

Salt reacts with silver niteate, }
whent the criminal has touched a plede
of cloth with his hands or handled it
the swealy salt of his hand or finger-
tpa nre left on the eloth. All that s
necessary s to get a photochemionl re-
nction from this sall, such #s |5 ob-
fndned In noy photographic process. As
a consequence, therefore; the finger-
printed fabric is treated with a J0 per
vent solution of nitrate of silver, Result:
Insaluble silver ghloride which blackens
when subjegied to Ught treatment. "This
blacking process reveals the whotls and
lines of the tips of the criminal fingera.

Another startling method of check-
Ing on criminals in avallable throush
& recent invention in the Department of
Agriculture. This s the invention of a
“slicer,” na It has been called.

The “alicer” eonslsts of n mzor blade
working In a slot after the manner of
the famillar clgar cutter. Ita use |5
confined largely to fabric material and
the slleing of Infinltesimal oross-seq-
tlons from thrends of the material for
ldentifiention.

For Instance, I a murder has been
committed and a few strands of the
sweater worn by the slayer have been
found, the up-to-date sleuth takes out
his “slicer™ in the laborntory and pulls
n strand of wool from the sweater, He
plices one end of the strand through
the opening In the middle, He pushes
hiz razor-blade cutter acrons the open-
ing, catehing the end of the thread
nnd cutbing It In'hall. Performing this
operationn he hna in his hand for the
microscope Lwo or three eross-sectlons
of the woolerr thread about one len-
thousandth of an inoh In thickness,

Placed under a microscope on n slide
to whith they have been fastened by tiny
drops of glue, they are easy to ldentity,
The type of wool from which the sweater
wis mnde |s thus easlly identified. Long
staple or short. From en early feecs or
Iate fleece, according Lo the season. And
in this manner, very much after the
mann¢r that Forester Kohler, of the
Forest Bervice, ldentified the Lindbergh
Indder, the plece of wool from tha
swonter stramds found at the scene of
the crime may be identified and the
murderer brought to justice.

IN ADDITION to the practical work

given the young sleuths sent to Wash-
ington to study the Intest and most ap-
proved methods of sclentife ertminal
appreliensiown, Instruction also Is belng
given them In such subjects as “Abnor-
mal Psyehology,” “Proseéution Adminis-
tration" and * Soclal Problems and So-
cial Changes"

Buch subjscta give thp students #in
Insight into the workings of the hum b
mind and how to bulld a ease agninst
n mwpect. For eriminals have mo iy
subtle methods of slipping through tha
net that s cast for them, not the least
of which are crooked lawyers.

The new achool for the petfcotion of
Inw enforesment offieers throughout the
United States tu the matter of criminal
apprehension 13 the direct result of
efforts put forth by Attomey Cieneral
Cummings. When Attorney  Géneral
Cummings eame into ofMoe three years
ngo last March the countiy was overrun
by gangsters of the worst eriminal type,
He sob out Lo destroy them. How well
ha has succeeded may be gathered from
& reading of the roster of gangsters
killed or thrown into jail by the De-
partment of Justice In this period of
time. All the major gangsters are dend.
On the stalite books of the Fedoral
Government are Iaws that make It al-
most certaln death for a criminal to
plck a fght with the Federal Govern-
ment,

But It is his erime school In which the
Altorniey  General Jjustly thkes pride.
Blowly and painstakingly he hns worked
to accomplish the school and there has
come to 1t from sl aver the country law
ofMicers to atudy the Iatest Federal
methoda in eriminal spprehension. The
first cinsa of this school hoas  been
“graduated.” 1t han gone beck home
ready to put into application ita lemrn-
tng, the United Blates Attorney Cletivral
belleyes Every elffart will be mads b
make this sthool for pollee ofcers a
permanent Institution oo that loval Liw-
enforeement  agencles can  have  HUp
benent of the same eflcionl Lralting
Lhnt is given the famous O men,
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