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Isolation of Selected Youths for a Period

of Twenty-Five Years

for Intensive Study

FOR ‘THE NEW CITY’
E MUST single out the chil-
dren who are endowed with

high potentialities and develop

them as completely as possible. In
this manner we could give to the

Nation a nonheredifary aristocracy.

Such children may be found in all

classes of society, although distin-

guished men appear more fre-
guently in distinguished families

than in others.
—Dr. Alexis Carrel.

By Carol Bird

HAT the hour hos struck for elviliza-
tion to produce human elite, to be
developed snd modeled by sclence. |s
the bellel of Dr Alexis Carrel, one of
the most distingulshed scientists of our
time, surgeon  bicloglst, philosopher,
winner of the Nobel Prize In 1912 and
the Nordho!l-Jung Cancer Prize In 1831
Dr. Carrel, who has spent a lfetime
the study of human life, outlines this
s.riking loen of the need lor producing
a nigher type of men In hiy recent bouk,
Man, the Upknown” This noted
s/tentist, member of the Rockefeller In-
titute. [eels that we do not “apprehend

man rs a whole,” and that we must
rescue the Individual from the state
of al. morl and physiological
atre ht about by thodern coti-
ditions of
Human beings produced by Indus-
trinl civillz 1 are weakened, chiefly development
by the “at o adaptive functior sl be the
by the habl wlern life,” 1 ( I-
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BEFORE AND—NOW

N INDIVIDUAL’S survival was

formerly wholly due to his adap-
tive capacity.
with the help of hygiene, comfort,
good food,
physicians and nurses, has kept alive
many human beings of poor guality.
These weaklings and their descend-
ants contribute in a large measure
to the enfechlement of the while

Modern civilization,

soft living, hospitals,

—Dr, Alexis Carrel.

of superior  people. In-
stead of atempting, as
we hbve done In the past
to drag them down to the
level of the weaklings,
the Inrompelents, the de-
fectives could be accom:
plished, according to the
celebrated selentist, thus

“We must single out
the chlildren who are en-
dowed with high poten-
tinlities and develop them
i completely as posible
In thiz manner we could
glve to the Natlon a non-
hereditary nristocracy
Such children may be
found In all classes of
spciety, although distin-
gulshed men appear more
frequently in distin-
gilshed families than In
others. The descendnnls
of the foundera of Ameri-
ean  civilization may still  possess
the ancestral qualities, These qualities
are generally hidden under the cloak af
But this degenerntion 18
often superficial. It comes chiefly from
education, \dlenars, lack of respomaiiti-
ity and moral discipline,

tegeneration

“I'he sons of very il ey, liRs those
of criminals, should bhe removed while
I} infants from thelr natural sur-
roundings, Thus separated from thelr

atrily, ey codld manifest thelr hered-
strength. 10 the aristocratic fam-
ilios of Europe there are alio individusls
il gréeat vitality

“The issue ol the Crusaders s by ho
neans oxtinel. The laws of geneties In-
| + the probabllity that the legend-
and love of adventure cah
sgaln In the lineage of the feq-

T

1a ¢ It s possible slee thap the
Mpring of the greal criminals who
uve Imagination. courage and Judg-

ment, of the heroes of the French or
Ruminn Revolution, of the high-handed
winess men who live among ua, might
rllent buflding atomes for an en-
ng minority
As Wt kbow, criminality Ia not
ity If not united with (echie-
nes of other menial or cearebrmi
efect High potentialities are rarely
tered In the sofis of honest, In-
1 hsrd-working men who have
had 1] Juck In thelr ewreers, who

w 8K

hmvy

lnlled In business or have muddied along
wll thelr lves in Inferior positions. Or
amotg peasants lving on the same spol
for centurie Howevar, from' such
fometimos dpring artists, posta

wdventurers, saints."

w.'IIILI-.' Dr. Carrel reminds us that
strength and  baldneéss  sometimes

wddenly appéar In familles whers thiy

hnve never belore been observed, he also

ndds

“Nevertheless, one should not expeet

o fnd among peasants and prole-
turians many subjects endowed with
grent developmental possibilities, Today

most of the members of the projetarian
class owe thelr situation to the heredl-
tary wenkniess of thelr organs and thelr
mind
"Likewise,
mained

the pensants have re-
atinched to the xzoll since the

Middle Ages, because they possess the
courage, Judgment, physical resistance
and lsck of Imagination and daring
which render Lthem apt for this Lype of
life. These unkoown [ariners, anomys
mous soldiers, passionate lovers of the
oll, the backbone of the European

natictis, were, despite thelr great quall-
then, of » weaker organle and psycho-
! constitution than the medleval
us who conquered the land und
defended It ngainst nll Invadsrs"
Eugonles as one means for perpetun-
tion of the strong wos named by Dr
Carrel. He sald: "A great mece mumt
propagnie ita best elements, However,
In the most highly civilized pations re-
production 1s decreasing and ylelds (n-
ferfor  produdls Women  voluntarily
deteriorate through nlcohol and tobaceo
They t themeelves L0 dangerous
dietary regimens In order to obiain a
onventional alendemeas of thelr fgure

“Besides, they refuse to bear children
Huch n defection s dile to thelr educa-
tion, tn the progress of leminlsm, to
the growih of shovt-sighted selflsdiness
It also comen from economic conditions
nervous unbalatice, Instability of mar
ringe and fear of the burden imposed
upon parents by the weakness or pre
oclonm corroption of children

"We must Incilitate the unlon of the
west élementa of the eace thmugh edu-
ation and certaln economile ndvantages
e progress of the strobg depends on

Dr. Alexis Carrel, noted sclentist,
declires that despite the Inrge sums
of money spont for education in the
United States, the educational elite
does not seem to inerense

the eonditlons of thelr development
and the possibility left to parents of
tronsmitiing  to thelr offspring the
qualities which thoy have pequired in
the course of their existence.

“The free, prictice of eugenics could
lend not only to the developmeént of
stronger Individunls but ulso of striins
endowed with more endurance, (ntelli-
gence wnd  courage.  These  straina
should constitute an sristocracy from
which great men would probably ap-
penr.”

Still another revolutionary and bril-
liant plan was then outlined by Dr.
Carrel for the dovelopment of “engl-
neers,” men  who would “understand
the mechanlsms of the body and soul of
the tndividunl and of his relations with
the cosmiy and soclal world” Thuse
men would “master anatomy, physi-
ology, blolegieal chemistry, paychology,
metapsychics, pathology, medicine and

falsa  have @ thorough sequaintance
with geneties, nutrition, morals, soel-
ology, economics” and so on,  They

would supply the leaders and educators
of the young in the new epoch, “the
new city." with the Information neces=
sary for the development of superior
men, They would Uve more or less
like “monks of the great contemplative
orders.”

“Can any indlvidual master all thess
sclences which 1 have named?™ re-
peated Dr. Carrel, “It seems that such
an accomplishunent i not impossible,
In about twenty-five years of uninber-
rupted study one could Jearn them.

“At the age of 50 those who had
submitted themselves to this discipline
cottld effectively direct the constiuction
of the human being and of u cl*ilizg-
Uon bnsed on his true osture.  Indeed,
e few gifted Individuals who dedicate
themselves 1o this work will have o
renounde the common modes of exist-
once."

ERE Dr, Carrel's delighttul irony

tnged his theme, his [ittle gtab st
the banality of the modern man's way
of e ecourred. Mo sald;

“Those who renoupce the common
modes of |fe will not be able to play
golf and bridge, to go W cinemas, w0
Ustepy to radios, to make speeches st
banquels, to serve on commitiess, 0
mttend meetlogs of sclentific socivtles,
political conventions and academiss, or
o cross the ocean and take part In
internalional congresses.

*They must Hve kg e monks of
the great contemplutive orders, and not
Ilke univeraity professors, and stil less
ke business men. In the courss of the
history of all greal nations many have
sncrificed themselyns for the salvation
of the eommunity Why should ook
some Individunis sncrifice their lives to
acquire the sclence Indhpeusables to
the makitig of man and of his environ-
ment?
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