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Chapter 42
GRIGHT VISION
'l CAN'I' do 11" Corrigan repeated
“Terry would never forgive me.™

A1 rlght.” snid Allatre, “I'Il pay
somobody to taka me up thers and
if you think U'm foollpg, you're go-
Ing to ba ons surprised Irishman.”

She was determined, Corrigan re- |
garded har Intentiy.

*] guess you would at that” he |
sl Noally, “Well, all right Alln1rf..
lat's go. Rosa will be pleased—the
Chalkis are soared to death of that |
samp of ours™ |

“Don't worry about Hosa sald |
Allilre, “we'rie buddies” She held ap |
two white firgers togethar, “We're
fust 1ike that

L L

Above the desk in Tarry's guar-
ters thers hung s calendar that
Badn't bien uded for u long time, It
hud been there whben be snd his fa
ther had been up thers before, and
pven then ths data hadn't been
changed for many days before the
job blew up.

Tarry bad pever noticed {t par
ticularly, but as ho cam« in this wat
night, lit the oll lamp, and sank
wenrlly down, his eyes fell on the
calepdar.

#The Acme Copper. Plpe Cotipany
presents its complimenis—"

He noticed how old {t was, and 1t
stddenly stood to him as the iast
remalnder of a hopa that had died
lotg ago to hls father, that had be
gun to dle long befors that date
was reached. “The Acme Copper
Pipe Campany preseuls Ita compll:
monts—"" AdvL! Advt! A garlsh
additlon to an army of mockerles,

Lywrence Willett had probiably
stared at it many tlmes before and
Isughed at the abript appllieation
to his nmltuatlon of the gqueer
“Thought for Today!” that commer
clal people throw In along with thelr
“compliments™ to finiah & amug ple
ture.

A thought for the day that had
stoppod the caleddar long ago—a
sardonie colneldence that made him
laugh when he recogrized the appll
eation. Cervantea had atopped the
ealandar!

For weeks now Carvantes had (n.
nlsted from the walls of the hat:

“Hp who loses wealth, Jones
muel;
He who loses a friend, loses
. mors;
fiot he who loses his courage,
Tpgen all—"

Willett suddenly smashed His fist
down on the desk. He yanked the
tdlendar off the wall and abied b
Arrosy the room.

"1 don't meed you to isl) me, Cer.
tantes,” he muttered. “Especially
when | can imaglne yon writing that
atter a hot dinner and a glasa of old
wine—"

Ho lifted hla head. There ware
faren down at the whart. Coprigan
wan caming back with the payroll
and news of Allalre. Savoral minutes
Inter Bugky stutk his heid tn st the
door.

“Don't blama me," ha satd, “Bhe
would come"

Ha disappearsd and Willstt looked
Aftar him, puesled. But he wasa't
purzled long, because before his ns

Inted and clawed, and
missad them both with a good hearty

warks and watohed the progress on
thoe job, There was a plpe stuck (n

The ofl lamp cast queer fickering
shadows In the coroers of the room,
fllumined ths rough twoby-fours
linibg the walls, and on the cor-
rugated tln roofl came tha sound of
dripplug rain.

Wiltert watched hur, rubblog his
rough unshaven chin, and thought
of that stone mansion of gleaming
chandellers back 1n Washington,
and the elegant tawn bouse o New
York whera this girl had lved. And
here she wan In the but of & rough-
| noek engloeer up o tropleal river.
Hu sald so slowly, as if he conldn’t
understand |t

“You're not & roughneck,” sha sald
paasjonniely, “And If you ever make
anotber crack lllke that again 171
bivyou with this plieler.”

"Don't,” be begged, “That's our
drinking water, IUn been bolled, Al
tered, sterilized—in fact everythiog
but hléssed.”

They laughed,

Willett st down and took her
bund, The lamp Hght duticed on his
glearcut tnoned face; it was deadly
sarloue,

“Allalre, you've done something
wonderfiul In coming up here. I'd
mond you back 1f [ could, but it would
bo spolling ona of the finest things
I've ever sean. And I'm golpg to take
this job and the it Io kdots untd) 1t
screams {or mercy.”

Silly Ipane gestures—how they'd |
be junked—If only one knmew how |
groat a need can be serviced by the
spontaneous cotrage that comen of
love,

‘VILLETT and ‘Corrigan put Up
cols in the office but pext door,
and Hosa and .\llsire moved Into
thelr quarters. Allatre heard them
oftet nearby al any hour of the
night walging up and down, thelr
voloea (odistingulshnble agalnst the
mufling sound of the raln.

The gres dasa lent a toueh of
drabuess to surroundings that would
have been drab enough alreads had
tot one realleed the wonderful work
already done by Man, Creation,
Power, Idean! They were all there
In the slow steady progroas toward
A goal,

Swampland bad osen drafued and
Siled in, uoderbrosh sad tangled
creepera burned out, the partiy fin
Ished system of locks on the river
as concelved by Willett had been
eonstristed (n that wlllerness over
the reslstance of unhealthy workling
eonditions, strength-supplng sun »

shifty moddy river, and a woft oozy

mnck at the bottom that had long
defed fOrm foundations. Then there
wans the littla colony of huts where
tha construction gaug lved.,

There was a tiuge of madness o
the alr, tha strain of the Oght
agalvost tme, and the lovg arduous
battle, A than lind beet knifed short
Iy betore she came bere, and at nlght
sha often hoard loud jabbering
voloes ralsed (o viteiolle altorcation

Corrlgan broke up n fight one day
that might have ended with knives
He grabbed two Chalkls by the
scriffa of the neck, hauled them
apart, held them whila they gestien:
then dis

boot In the pants for each.
And Allnire was & great help too.
“Hver ses such a girl, Bucky?
Willett safd as they stood above the

tonistied eyes ho could have awory
that Allaire was standing in the |

door,
HE wondered 1f ha wars delleloun.
He'd bad a toueli of the fever
and mlse, when you think about
somaebody long enough your mind is
llable to play gueer tricks, Allnlre!
—muMad In a heavy allcker with the
raln drippiag off the hilm of lher
small falt hat. |

the corner of his jaw and the raln
dripped off his snapbrim hat,

“Yeah," snld Corrlgan, “But It
| Fou’ll excune me, son, | don't ke the
1dea of her belog up here right now.™

“1 know, o a eoupls of woekns I"m
Rolog to bring & medits np and he'll
Atay here In ¢hse wa'res delayed get:
tng hack.™

Ha knocked out hin pipe. A queer
teellng waa eolling around his heart
ns the time drew vear

The vislon wns real—he held it in |
his nrmn,

“And don't tell ma T ahouldn't
have come.” ahe ordercd, "becauss
you might have known 1I'd be In on
& battle. | fove "em.”™

Ha grinned tenssly,

"Lord, I've missed youl
¥now how mueh untll now
es you"

“Torry, vou say the ulsest things
All the long way up that river I've
wondered what you were golng to
say. But 1t wouldn't have made any |
difference, becauss | wan golng to |
Blay, come hell or bigh water.™

“Wall, ‘hey're both on the way.™
He held her away from bim and
looked Into her eves searchingly

Didn't
that 1

“If anxthing should Nappen (o her,
Bucky =" Ha drew a long breath and
went back to Alinire's dwalling.

Allatrn wab thore with her fafth
fal Hosp, but as Willett cuthe i
Rosa unobtrasively dikappeared,
Terery sat down bewlde the girl

“Happy. honey ™

"Or course. Marvled to a tamous
and heilllant engloeer, and a right
nieelooking fallow In the bargaln.®

"It wa got through this, Allaire,
wa're golng back 1o the States o fagt
Yot won't see us for dust. U'll get »
fob with Tyndall, 1e's & big shot
Wa'll go places™

He put a hand vwn hers god it fali
srangely hot. =1 thought
much of those things, bot | do now
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