"AMATURE”

CRALY

Out of the Thousands Who Have Sought Microphone
Glory, Less Than 200 Have Been Given Professional
Engagements—Here's a Frank "Confession" on

How the Game |s Worked

By Carol Bird

T 18 "Amateur Hour"' on the alr, A

volee, unctuous, esuding paternal

interest, nols as entroprencur mnster of
coramonies, interlogutor, judge.

“Pirst on the list of amateurs you
will hear lonight s u young baritoms
with & winning smile” the kindly,
Tiave volee announces. and Lhen. ad-
fdressing the amatour, “and what s
vogr mme, young man?  "Rocco Bala-
wneel,” replies a hesitant volce, with a
somewhat broken accent. “What dn you
do, Roooa?" *1 am a pants presser,” re-
plies the amateur. “And what does your
father do? “He s a street cleanor®
roplies Roeco. “S8o, & strech cleaner!”
repents the unctuous volce. "Where does
vouy (ather clean streets?” “In Podokus,
Minnesota,” veplles Rooco, staanmering
alightly.

“Are you vimibing in New York?" nuks
the daddy of this partioular amsbear
hour. “Yeal, Cup'n” sayn Rocco. *1
wobtn. alster here, and T'm gonno shay
here for & while, All my lfe I love
singing. Now 1 wanne sing o opora.
Some oo else- can press my penta

Rowrs from the invisible studio au-
disnce, Bursta of applaise, A hearty,
natural-seeming lsugh from the entre-
Jreneur.

"What are you going Lo sing, Rocco?”

“I'ie Volgn Boat Song," replies the
hmateur. “All right, go ahead!" The
acecompanist plays and Rocoo rilses hiy
volee In goaring song.

T I8 but ooe of & tmber of “wots”

put on by amateurs under the divec-
ton of entrepreneurs of varous amas
lour hour on the padlp, L peminds one

omewhat of an old-time minstrel show
Me “actorn’ have varied stuils, Thoy
M. They tap-danes They  voddel
Whistle, Make nsounds lke wargling

sy cornets and Jow's=hinrps and an nas
sortment of Rube Coldberg type of
complicated inatrument Thingsmn-
Jigs made of cigar box, caps of whinky
bobttles, an old mibber band. Musie (or
nolsemakern, according to how they hit
your sar drums) concocted out of ahoe-
steinga brass BULloDa abid emply spoals!

Under the guidance of the master of
yepemonies of Lthe amatewr hour the
porformers cunfide that they are colors-
L soprancs, deet-sen bassos dramatiy
tenors and [N quevery voloes, ¢ocksure
voloen, hilaky, tremulous voloes, affecied
vojoes, ahrinking-viclet, (imorom volees
stuttering, »t nering volees, glib volces
glve thelr names, the nature of
thelr work, thelr parents’ status in life.
thelr own future ambitions, the number
of thelr children

a0 o and on

They pour out thele histortes into the
mierophone, prompied abd  questiond
by helr benelnclionm

it b like & ronfessional Htenos
raphiers,  bociblacks, waltresses, loig
shoremer e Iy s Ui pr-sen
ivers slivk s bovnee nen
procery-store wiltsme ookn dishwaslh
atm  poiter hamberminid Lreet-cnt
onducioe it 1 ht walchmen
colored ( 1 Spanist Ex
lish, Oerman, Japane Lhuey
there L !
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Hns, banjos. violing Sing operatie alrs
or Just pladn badlnd

Their volces vanje all the way from

very soue lo pretty falr. They get ap-
plawse, some  “Kidding, “telephona
votes," medals, logghs, compliments and
somotimes the gong. Oceasionally—but
only wery occasionally, s you will dis-
eover—ihey get an engagement as o
result of thelr efforts and because of
thelir talent, Thia, briefly, Is the alr
pleture of the amateur hour

But what s the whole thing behind
the sovnes?

Whnt actually happeng (rom the mo-
ment that o Hetls byplst out in Dubugie,
In. gets bibtenn by the bug to be an
apers star to the time that she struls
her stuff via the ether Ot An amateur
hour? Is the smooth-running nmateur
hour show rehearsed? 1a all that pet
dialogue  spontaneous? What do  litkle
Jennle Behmallinua and Billy Minselbery
do to get a spot on the program? Do
thoy know in advance whether or not
they ama going o get the gomg? Do they
cars? Arme they paid? How many got
ronl, honest-to-goodiess vaudeville en-
Enavivenis? How many go broke wall-

ing How much o y I, and
when, they are eventunlly ked, and
how long are thelr engogementa?

These amatenr hours which are now
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for wany o youkh from the whist
i the hintetland
glamarods  drenmns
spired by wi

b programs at spect

Work Ar of

who are 0
of future

hewr over tl

o thwae “hours” which hold forth
mueh golden promise to them
There was a fime, nob so oy age
when relief organisations were AW W
fed bovys and girls who bao
Wl to New York Oty for thel
ot An amalrut Bour Mos!
P fUns whatsoryer, suim
few  doellag Mot
Al wottins Rete 0 the
LY Iw 1 14 a YA |
ige. The ed apnateur \

Mabel

hines™

Hatson. n
singer

Minsinsippi
who mude good

than 300 stranded amatouwr hour aspl-
rnta every week, applying to us for
nld,” sald & spokesman for the Emer-
genoy Rellef Bureau of New York Oity.
“They came from all parta of the United
States amnd very fow of them had any
money at all They wore lred here by
the beller that they would receive
prompt engngements in vaudeville aog
elsewhers, and they became strandged
when they learned thal their dreams
were only that

“I'he trouble wns that the people re-
sponsible for these radio aninteur hours

ften sent out letters to these young
people which were amblguous In coir-
strnction and oo cncouraging. They
promised them auditlons, but to The

optimistie and ambitlous bovs and glrls
who recolved these cplstlon that meant

pothing sheet of an engagement.

The gong!

A laugh from the nudience, n kindly word frem
Major Edward Bowes, and another radie smateur stepr, away

- )

from the microphone. The “victim" does mot get o profes-
sional engagement, but he does get paid for “taking the rap”

They may look like they eame from Oklahoma, but 55 a matter of fact
they sve n group of Passaie, N. J., boys who “got u break” through an
amateur-hour per{oimances

T ia up to thowes who send oub let-
s of this kind, granting auditions, to
make It very clear just whal an andition
£ so the meaning will not be misinter-
preted, and so that the reclplents of
these letters will know an ‘audition' s
one thing, a real, paying vaudeville en-
gagement quite another, and that it Is
oftenn a Inr ory between the two, The
wording of these letters muat not b too
encolraging.

“Some of the hopeful amateurs, fived to
dreams of fame, elther by ans apponr-
ance on an amateur hour or by the
promise of A& chance (o appear on one,
nrrived here broke and in need of im-
mediate work and funds. They traveied

Mot Alen offers profess

winners on his

righ

from one vaudeville dngeniey, ong book-
Iyt agent’s ofMiee to ancther, spending
weary days in this routine, only to find
no openings for untradned talent. They
discovernd that so many professionnls
wore out of work that there was slim
chanee for them to get bhookings We
are grateful that the plague of amateur
lour traveling talent his aboul ceased,
It was getting pretty thick for n while”

That Is one slde of the pleture. Now
for the other.

Wm\l' about il those marvelous en-
gngements that the lucky Irish girl
nurse got after alnging “Mother Ma-
¢hree™? And how about that booking
that Tony Amatto, the Italianm boot-
blnck, anmexed after playing a mediey of
all the instruments ib an orchestra?
How about all those marvelous “breaks”
for the “talented amateurs” which the
masters of ceremony, the "benefactors™
of amateur talent, boast about, for
which the sponsors of the programs are
thanked =0 heartily and so often over
the alr, about which the broadeasting
companiss wnuouncers o into enthu-
sjastic hyperbole?

The sponsoes of the amateur hours

pletured to the alr atidience as
itable Sants Clawses, groat philan-
thropists, wonderful buckers of amateur
talent, patrons of the aris, o to speak
Everybody gives them a hand and thinks
of their good works
But what about the ac
e i

inily

waflle Hi

nal “Captain” or "Colonel” or “Major”

and the Inxative plllmakers, the tooth-
paste manufpiturers, the coffee brower,
but—how pbout the amateur?

Let we visit the headquarters ol
Major Zdward Bowes, who claima (o be
the originator of the amateuwr hour
apd who Introduces s program of amp-
Leur talent every week on one of the
big networks, Ee has a sulte of ofices
on several floors of a Broadway oflice
bullding In New York. 1t Is filed with
stenographers, typists, 0Olng clerks,
publicity writers, switchbpard operators
messenger boys and girls,

From an offlce assistant you learn
the procedure, the way an smatei
takes to get on the alr. On each
"Amateur Hour" plight announcement is
made that any amateur who wants to
find his place in the sun should write
n letter giving his name and address.
what he ean play, sing or whit not
and all other detalls. The applicant
“must live In New York or vieinity.
the announcer says, making this point
perhaps, us a result ol the Emergency
Rellef Burgnu prodiing.

However, b goes without saying that
many an wmateur lstening in from
Squeedorp, Tenn., will soon leave his
mountain fastness and plle  helter-
skelter on his way New Yorkward.

AJOR BOWES recelves an averpgs

of about 1600 =mpplications for
auditions n weck. Out of that
number he hears about 800. A studio
at the Nationnl Broadeasting Company
Is used for this purpose. The mnjor
attends these auditions n peréon and
selects thote mmateurs which he wants
to appenr on Lls programs.

Out of these thousands of applicn-
tions and hundreds of amnteurs who
have appeared on the Bowes Amateur
Hour, 145 individual amazeurs have re-
ctlved engagements Ten units arm
now out on the roud, playing wvaude-
ville engngements, appearing at sauto-
mobile shows and other entertainments
and you can fgure out for yoursell
whether ambitious, optimistic amnteurg
should or should not get so steamed
up over “Amateur Hour" opporturiitics
Almost one year has elapsed since the
Amateur Hour frst became an afr {en-
ture, and In that time less than 150

s have ded In  securing
paying engngements,

Those who have bedn booked are
often hooked for only brief emgnge-
ments, though it was sald o' Mnajor
Bowes' office that the first unit of amn.
teurs—and these units are made up of

ten or twelve amateurs ench—hay
béen out alnce July

Salaries? The  office asslstant
couldn't be certain, but thought they

wore about $60 a week and up. Trans-
portation is pald, but the amateur per-
formers must handle thelr own
and food bills

And how about the amateurs wi
merely manage to strut thelr stufl onoe
on the amateur hour program? Is all
that glib patter rehearsed? 1Is it #x-
tempomneotts and. if so, how timed 1
fit in s neatly with the hour Hmite-
tion sel? does Lhe amateur et
for his w 8 his hu
tionn if he The {un
Rowea gong 1rnibally has bes

e that helps t

hotel

Al 0 take L oy the
n bit more graciously. Besides
miteur hour wouldn't be an
without a gotig, Each

Roid pald 810 by Major Bowes [of




