Today girls help carry the financial load along
with their parents to keep the home fires burning

By Alice L. Tildesley

HAT age-old passion for arraigning youth has

lately been indulged in by Pear] 8. Buck, noted
writer, in a recent article in a national magazine.
She has, she says, been making a survey of young
men and women in America, and has found them
to be “charming, mild and completely selfish.”
They are docile creatures who do not rebel against
their parents and teachers as they should,
are beautiful, strong - bodied creatures with no
American youth,
continues Pearl Buck, is shielded, praised, coaxed

angers and no determinations.

and indulged——

Madge Evans, convicted on sight of being
young, beautiful and charming, comes now before
you to defend the youth of the land.

“The charges are false—absolutely false!” she
declared, ralsing clear blue eyes from a

perusal of them.

“Youth 1s not selfish It s greedy,
perhaps, just as pupples are greedy: it
wants to taste everything to see what
s lke. It hae a hearty appetite for
lite, but that's because it's healthy and
young It's thoughtless, but It's not
wicked.

“Belfishness belongs to older people,
When peopls grow old, something stems
to happen to them—I] don't know what
it Is. but they barden, become bitter and
eruel, nothing matters to them but
money. They think that what happens
to youth doesn't matter, They don't
care whether youth suffers or not. Let
youth go to war. let them do without
Jobs, let them put off getting married,
let them eat out their hearts—that's the
attitude! All they care about In how
much money It means to thom.

*Thal’s what [ call selfishness!®

LIM and lovely In s dove-gray dress,
ali# ant on the blug cotch in her Uving
room and falrly Oamed with Indignalion

“S50 we're pampered. are we?" she
erled. “This s the fArst I've heard of
it, Who are thess welrd young people
In Mlss Buck's survey?

“We aren't & natlon of Barbara Hut-
tois. You might as well say that all
Atiericans are rich because John D
Rockefeller nas done very well for him-
self. The wealthy girls and boys who
are 20 carefully shielded and Indulged
are in such a minority that they dont
count. The majority of our young peo-
ple mre the idle poor, and if you knew
how thay [eel, you dnt call thep
mild and without angem

"1 don't understand the viewpoint o
the young people who think ‘bresd drope
a8 manta cut of heaven, according lo
Miss Buck [I've workeg rver since |
wea | yvear old My orother and | posed
for artists We dic oaby books We
posed for advertisements When | wa
§ years old. I became a child star it
motion pletures and continued working
with the company until | wus 10

*1 cant remember the iime 1| dian
xnow that | had to earn a living. When
I was 10 1 weul to school, where |
made & number of
sl are very close.

WNE
They have nothing

They

"Prudence and Toughie are two Scotties that keep the Madge Evans
houschald in an uproar most of the day

to do with the stage or screen, so 1 feel
that when I discuss the youth of torday
I understand the problems of boys and
¢irls outaide the acting profession.

“Onie of my schoolmates I8 an Interne
in Bellevue Hospital, one of them s In
sharge of Ceinp Pire Qlrls' clubs. Shel
staying here with me now, and we often
talk of the prohlems that face our gen.
sration—unemployment, ths threat o
wAr.

“1 know about unemployment at fArst
wmnd. [ spent a whaole year looking fo
eork After 1 left school [ osed to viail
gents’ officea every day 1 did extm
vork; | pursusd managers and produc-
tre. 1 know what It s to be one of
wenty-five girls semt out after one
angle job; to be lined up in a row with
twenty-four other giris and to try o
iook 80 dlfferent that chooalng me woeld
pe inevitahle. Just try to loak smant
and ‘differsnt’ when you haven's any

noney! It's bad enough the first few
‘imes you go, but to keep golng every
lay s what breaks your heart

“Then we've had It In the family, as
vell. My brother had a good job Ih New
vork, bttt with the depression his arm
vent oul of business. He (ried hard, but
e pouldn't get anything to do, so st
ength Mother and | begged him 1o come
put hers and stay with us while he
poked around, He wan with ua for &
v8Ar, going out every day to try to get
sometning to do.  [f what Miss Buck
hinks of youth were trus, he should
Have besn cotitent with things as they
swere, [or he had & good home, plenty

to eat, lots of entertalnment. Hs was
deprived of nothing but s chance to
vork

“But he wasn't satisfied. He made
ntelf dangerously (1l worrylng; for a
ume the docter want sure he could
pull pim through. When at last he got

Madge Evans
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With Pearl
Buck's Charge
That American

Young Folks

Are a Pampered
and Petted Lot

hils chance, he recovered; now he's doling
very well and we're proud of him*”

She turned her bright head at the
wind of footsteps It the hall, and
halled their owner

“Mother! Come In and tell ua how
toctle your children mrel™ she eried
Tell us how you've pampered me, Bit

Jown and listen to this Indictment.”

Mrs Evans, thus appealed to, hearo
It quietly, Then she mald, with & smile
*1 am afrald Mis Buck b confusing this
sountey with China. It seems to me
that she must be thinking of my ygen-
eration, mther than Madge's, | grew
up In England In my day, youth didn‘t
rebel agaliat ngoe—atl any mbs, not
aloud. We might mutter to oursives
Well. | don't belirve that!' but we didn?
dare say so to the autocrats who ruled
the home, [f my children don agres
with me, they argus the quetion—ps
italy, perhaps, but firmly.

“In my day, if a girl had sald to hm
parents: ‘I'm taking an aparttnent away
from home I'm golng to be ob my
own'—the parents wouid bave sald
‘Nonserse!' and yanked her home hy
the back of her neck. Today, mich an
announcernent would be received calmly.

Madge Evans, de-
lightful to look at,
lovely to know

"Very well! the parent saya, 'but see
that you settle the bills yourself, I
support you at home, but when you
lenve, you're Independent.

“A mother of yesterdiy didn't permit
her echild to try her wings Bhe was
afrald her darling would bump her head
or brulse herself out In a callous world
Today, she knows that her child must
learn how to take care of herself, that
she can't be protected forever. Though
it hurts, she must stand back and let
the child alone.”

“We're both soft mnd mid, wre we?"
Mudge comned the article again, *1
ean‘t believe the writer haa met any of
the girls I know She seems Lo bo talk-
ing of girls of another ern.  Girls like
Agnes in ‘David Copperfleld” Bhe was
swool and falthful and plessant, She
wis devoted to her father and she waited
for David, patiently, untl! he wis able
to afford to marry her All very come
mendable, perhnps.

“But todny, Agnes would not bave
wasted the years, Bhe'd have gone out
after & Job hersell ang they'd bave
pouled thelr salories and made & home
Bhe might bave tind to spend the day
with a prabby old man who expooted hoy
o get out letters Iké a multigraphing
machine, and ghe might have had to
mnrket after she left the oMce. and then
prepare vogetables and salnd. cook the
hamburger and fx geistin  for  des.
sert when ahe got noms. out st least
they d have been together,

“The old ides was that girls musl
MAITY a8 %004 A possible Lo gek off the
family's back, They picked out a young
man—whitever young man was (n slght
—and they got him If they wers |ucky
transferring Lhemselves from Pather'a
shoulders to his, but not nitering the
fact that they weres burdens Today
they help carry the loan *

HE defender ! youth began (o at-
tack the prosegution.

“They sacrifice themselves for us, do
they? Not that ['ve notiged

“Look al the captains of Industry, as
Uiey used Lo be called; those ‘great men’
who had pleces writter, about them In
success tagueines telling bow .wonder-
ful they wers! They rose (rom news-
0y W head of the establishment; they
guilt empires! they acqulred holdings so
vaat Lhat they couldn't count them. And
iiey didnt know etiough about manng-
ng thelr businesses (o prevent their
rmahing and wrecking the world!

“Age should be condemnped. not youth

“The war was brought on by gray-
wards, to satisly thelr greed. Youth
nad 1o do Lie Sghting. That was (o be
s war Lo end war, a War for humanity,
& war to make the world safe for de-
moeracy, It sattled nothing.

“Everything that happensd aftarward
was biamed on war-flaming fAappers,
the depresalon, unemploymeny. And

"I rebellion against the old order of
things is what Is wanted, I'll get up on
A soapbox and

.

spoat’ i, declares

Miss Evans

now maybe thoy are going to have nn-
other wuar and kill soms more young
people.  Age never learns.  Experience
tenches them nothing!

It rebelllon s what 1s wanted by
those of Miss Buck's generation (who
nrg responsible for the frightfnl mess
wo're In now), I'm golug to rebel when
wiir comos. I'll gel on A soapbox and
talk  agnlnst sacrificing youth untl
somebody orncks me down. Youth knows
there's nothing to be gained by war, If
older peoplo don't."

Madge sprang up from the couch.

“That's Ruth coming tn mowl I get
her, I'll let her tell you nbout young
people today. Bhe's the Camp Flre Olub
girl I mentioned-—*

+ ‘th Btevens, tall and dark and calm
bealde the golden flame that was Madge,
rend the challenge quletly,

“Huth sttended the Youth Today cons
ference, all the big youth conventions,”
oxplalned Madge, engerly.

"At ono convenblon the viewpolnt of
muore than 200,000 young people was rep-
resented,” sald the calm glrl, It seemed
to me that they were bewlldered, rather
than mild. They were anxious, worried,
suffering. Thelr chlef demnnd was for
Jobs, They wanted Lo wark more than
anything else in the world,

"One boy gol up to address the con-
vontlon In reply to aitacks on youth.
‘We don't want to be like you older peo-
plal' he suid. looking stralght down at
Newton D. Baker and the other offcinls
I think that expresses it ma well as any=
thing else. They'd like to do something,
but they haven't the power.'

i 1AT chance has youlh?" Madge

nsked, Indignanily “No man gets
Into a responsible positlon untll he's
40—and that's young for most political
jobs. They say he nhas no experience,
but by the time they meoept him, he's
lost that fine keen sense of what 1a trua,
Hin bellef In righleousness has dulled.
That terrible something that happens to
nlder peodple has overtaken him,

"Look at college electiona, as compared
to national ones, A& college, they may
argue ns to a oandidate s Alnosa for of-
fee. but they don't Indulge In personali-
tles. No one saya: ‘He can't be presls
dent because of hin religlon' ‘We won't
elect him because his sister wag In
scandal’ "He won't do becnuse he's re-
ated Lo so-and-so.  He's elected on his
merita, because he'll make a good oMeer,
and for no other reasomn.

“How does that compare with cam-
palgna for naliobnl oMces? They'rt une
fair; they're Althy; they drag in Whings
that have nothing to do with the chse,

"Youth 't afrald to try something
now.”

“Not so long ago, students all ovar
America staged a rally againat war They
were rebelling mgainst something that
you'd think wolld galt them the re
epect of every ons not wotually n Ve
monater class, What happened? Ty
were arrested, clubbed, ealled “Rsda'l
Some were expelled. They bnd to Lake
them back sgain and admit they »eren's
Reds,' bub dossn't b iwake you alnk?

“It's the young people who ‘sl have
o fight I we have another war. Yot
der people. have the perve to talk of
how they have pampered ih indulged
s, sncrificed for us

“Cilve ts the world, and see what we'll
do with it, Qive It to o row, We can’s
do worse with It than "hey have dogel™
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