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Chapter 21
STOPOVER

AY WEST'S ruther vapid cume

of "Débutante (1" tor his private
ear had been n polite, nose-thumbing
gosture of his own toward hin wile.
it wias nb sacrot that lin had named
the car after her

Elennor West Had booti & princess
among débutantes 1o Washington's
gty £ocinl and diplomatic efrele. She
had veon possessed of & cultivated
beauty snd a tinishing school v
vacity, and when she roclalmed the
ponition that had besn hors before
she marrled Haybrrne West, she wan
alder In years, not in values

She still cultivated her beauty as
sldiously and the effervescent and
fnnocusus vivaclty bred of French
govoernoeises, exclusive finlabing
achiools, and bachelor cotiillona was
atill tha foundation of her charm.

Bhe blended the mode of Iite of
two genorations, She patronized the
arts, gave elaborate balls, and led
fushlonable drives to provide starv.
Ing Zulus with eollar butons.

On the other hand, alie held gay
youthrul cockinil solrées, skirmishoed
provacatively with hindsome young
mon, and followed ocessional nifalrs
to thelr logicnl conclunion.

“You won't enjoy It at all” Pul
told Terry darkly ns they bhad a bite
of supper o a smart Hittle restagrant
near DuPont Clrele. "You ¢an have
A lot'more tun stringing along with
ma tonight. | have o swell party on,
Lots of fun.”

“This In Just & stopaver, Puft, |
have business In New York, and all
my luggage ta In a hotel up there”

“What hotel?"

Willett didn't sbe what difference
that made, but he told her.

"Well, wo can have & lot of fun in
Naw York, too, I know that town 1ike
tho pulm of my hand*

"1I'm not looking for fun exactly,”

“You never have, 1 think," snid
the girl “High timo you were got-
ting on to yourselr.*

They went out on the sidewnlk
and called taxis, In the door of hern
Pult paused.

It you don't find Allatre” she
sald, “1 live st the Maylower, blg
boy " 8he smiled at him, *Call, come
in person, or send out thought waves.
Wao can have a lot of fun”

Bho wan gone. Terry looked aftor
ber w momont. Pretty giel with dark
halr seaming to endow her eyen with
thut violet color—nnd 8o whit? Good
luck to the Hewtensnt from Fort
Myor whote saber had been Junked
by Congress. Then ha climbed Into
hin tax) and gave the addeess Pulr
hind furnlshed him,

The West homo was a soue wan-
nlon an Massachusetta Avenus with
A courtyard gunrded by a wall and
two large black drawbridgedike
doors, one labeled *In" and the
other “Out.”

Teorry got out before the lighted
portice and regarded the place curls
oudly & moment, He nover would
have thought that girl hind so much
money. Futny world. Some people
Aweat nll thelr lives and stayed
broke, and others bought a gross of
tea brevzes and m deck chalr avery
time the sun got tea hot.

'I‘Hl:: Butler who nnaweked the door
loOked & lttle wurprised. It was
that Interlade before the dinnor Hour
and thin young man not ouly had no
pretiibg clothes, but there had beon
BO WUrd to espect bhim. He would
pee LE Miss West was nt home

Willstt camme into m broad hall Lt
by great erystal chandellers shining
down on a parquet foor, He sl down
Ina chialr and twirled his hat around
slmlesely (n his banods

Then the butler returned and ush
aredl him lato @ atmall reception room
=f sirange rooim for that eold man
Mon of stone and crystal,

There wasa warm loungy alr about
It=the Kind of place that reminded
sne bf w'corner of & smaking room ob
b luxurious ocean lher—the small
Witing ship: model oo the wmante)
plece, the doark rog. and ap imper
zeptible eling of wibration that
emasated from the solld Nrmness of
the furniture, the slow-4lek ing brass
bonndg and  the reguiaely
paced dimmed Hghis Rpporied hy
little rods of grilled tron trom oakes
walla

SMIas Weat il recelve you here,
alr,” pald the butley

“Thank you very mgeh ™
feit polliely

sald Wil

e dil n 2lgnrel looked around .
Jurlpusty, ang deelded this’ “beln;
récoived” business was guite evi
dently an ornate function,

it seomed a iong time btefore Al
Jdifre Onully appeared. It was quil
& time. Willett had started his thirg
tizurel But suddenly ahe wan there!

Hhe made him think of a siim shafi
of silver as abe stood on the threab
ald, an evening gown of something
swhimmet ing elinging closely abour
her. Yor a moment nelther spoke
They ioked at each other nlmont an
It searching for something.

Sllver In & cold color and 80 Wb
an Intangible current in the air—
Itke a draught coming from some
unknown place, Terry sonsed that
immediately. Ho bhad a crazy Idea
that he waa belog lnapected llke &
prize onll The girl made no move

“Hello,” he eald, and grinned
‘Burprised to sca mel'

The glrl nodded her head gracs
fuliy.

*] dide't belleve It at fdret* she
sald calmly, “Of all pevple—the en
glueer. What are you dolng 1o a
olvilizea part ol the world? Why.
1'd rather imagined you'd he In dark
ont Africa by now™

“That's quite s distance from
South Amerloa"

“Pretty tar,” she ngreed “to rup.”

HE came Into the room and ex-
tended n hand. A French diplo

mat would undoshtedly bave kissee
It; Ihers was nomething of that in
her manner, Willott held It, unre
sponsive, in his, Her dork oyes, on
pablae of saying so much. seomed only
politely expectant.

“Yen" ahin sadd, withdrawing her
haud, *1 had thonght of you in dark
ont Africh In a pith helmat, slugging
whizkey from a demifohin over your
shoulder and romantically defying
the jungle to put up a thirty-story
grass hut for the Timbueta Walsi
Garment Company, Incorporated
Do sit down. "

Willet sat down. He telt vaguely
disappointed —thers was something
vibrant and Uvely misping hore, Sur
prise, ie could have understood, but
not this total Inck of apontansity.

“l ran meross your trall today,”
ho suld finally, “Met your father on
the Waahington traln”

“Ho often uses the ‘0l Domin
fon,' ™ ahe necedmd.

There was another sllence. Well,
that wan Lliat Her father often used
tho “0ld Dominton Good thing that
wan settied.

“I thought I'd follow you up,” he
resumed

"DId you? I'm very gratified, hut
=why!™

Why? Perfectly natural question
af eourae, but this barrler of coolness
was beginning to annoy him. She
soemad s part of tho cold reserved
beanty of hor home,

I wanted to won you ngain. After
alL" fie pointed out, with a orief
appeating amile, “vou saved my I1fo.”

He'd had his e anved and saved
I1¥es himnelf Hiye or alx Umes (o the
coarne of his heotle racing existence,
It hado't been noything phrtlenlar
noteworthy until thin girl had eow
ured him.

Sho flushied stightly, but said noth
Ing. Agaln ho was disappointed.

“DId you get oft nll right?" he
asked abrutply.

“Yory well, thanka. Mr. Fox saw
to it admirably.”

“George ls good at that kind of
thing.™

"I don't know what § would have
done without him. He stood by won.
derfully.” She waved s hand to dis
mins the sublect “Well. Mr. Willott.
what lles hetore son now "

Ha didn’t answer Immodiately, He
was trying to Meure out this strange
behavior,

“You know," e snid slowly, "you
act as though you'd seen mo once
in your |ife"

Allnlre gave a surprised
Inttgh.

“How wnny timas, oxnotly, hava 1
aan you ™

“Ouee™ sald Willett. *It didntt
make much fmpression on you."

“It was & most entertaining eve
ning."ahe correctod

Entertaining evening! It had been
A vital evening In his lfe. that’s
what It had boen. And she called 1
entertalning. She really was snooty!

A rleh girl who had stepped off
the aightseolog bus to take s Wikl
sde excorsion of her own and by
Yastly entertalned while all the
forees of 1fe tassod tafore hor eyor
In qulek snocemalon lghts, and
ahhdown, and death

Hle wann't & chinulfenr ting tater
viewed for a position. He felt fike
that man Perry on the tealn had feli
=peven kinde of a fool

"Entortalning ™ e repeatod. “Yor
may have thougnht 1 sntertaining
but | wasn't s damned amised,”
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JOHNSON CRITICIZES
RODSEVELT MESSAGE

Jan, T.— (AP} —fien
Hugh Johtison, former NRA ohief,
aharply criticlasd  President Rooss-
wolts night message o congram to-
day and warned agalnag a “mabble
rousing f/L” which he ssid threatens

CHICAGO,

1o plunge the country Into a grave | eourt tohday to ﬂ:j"ln th: mtate
| cxlalm in the coming chmpalgn, utilition commimioner {rom enforcs
Class confliot, be predicted. will | (hg reductions in  exchange teje-|

phone rates, A permanent injunc-
tlon was requested,

result from the opposing allgnments
of big buxiness ind ndminlstration
lradera uniess an underatanding s
resched,

PHONE COMPANY SEEKS
RATE CUT INJUNCTION

PORTLAND, Ore., Jan. 7.—{AP}—
The Pacifle Telephone & Telegraph
company filled a petitfon in eireuit

Keenon Nomipated

WABHINGTON, Jan, — AP} -
Presldeny Roosevelt todery noml:nled_
Juarph B. Keenan of Cleveland, Ohlo, |
as nsslstant to  Attorney Oeneral |
Cummings. & post which makes him
third ranking official io the depart- |
ment of justice. |
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"STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX
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the world In the 101 tes at the
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Ialand, Now York, whore
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15 EATING SUNDAY DINNER AT
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HASTILY LAYS DOWN “SPGON , WON-

DERING. WHY THINES THAT ARE
BOOD FOR CHILDREN ARE IN-
YARIABLY ODIDLS

WITH A S¥eH OF RELIEF LAVS
DOWN SPOON AT LAST

{Copyright, 1835, by The Bell Syndicate, Inc )
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Tomorrow: “The Outlaw Hero,”

TAILSPIN TOMMY—The S08 That Failed!
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DAY Live THis !

(Copyrighe, 1898 by The Mall Bymitisaia, 1)
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