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A polles motarcyele ploked her up,

wanted to hlow off steam ake pulled
the throttle wids npen in hirsts of
whoesy Headlong apesd. She'd besn
driving 1ika thit ever since aho cams
baok from Sonth Amerien. Probably
plenty angry at somebody or some-
thing, although ahe'd never chonse
ta 1ot you know |t,

He gavo up, Mueh sasier (o delib-
prate on the whys and wherefores of
the Triggoer Fish who sat on the hot-
tom of the aguarium like a rock.
What an existence for a fish, Charley
was convinesd 1t was the ptupldest
existenca he'd svar seen.

LLAIRE operated lndependently

of the separate establishmonts
maintained by her parents, Her
courss lay batweon hor father's New
York tawn honsa, her mother's fam.
1y bome In Washiugton, and her
father’s country place In Virginin,
with Hittle slde excursions aod dis
Appenrances of her awn thrown (n
for gond mensure,

Atd mo i was driving Hke haell
akaln, Bhe whipped down to Wash-
Ington, spent a eouple of davs Lhere,
and then took to the open road again.

It was thirly mllés to sunrise
when her long hlue roadster raced
throgh a quiet Virglola country-
alde In the hush of sarly dawn, Al-
ready the fienl faint red glow wan
1 ing the Willn and her father's
country homo wan thirty. miles up
tha valle

toreyale plekad up her
ier down a loog

& hand
n at0h, Her whlte
trealled with duat
r bound by & pur
rat her tem

ella, Morphy,” ahe grested jat
iy Well, this v & pleasiire, ['s
nE i AABce you arroeted
1 Henr shaved Bis gogzien up
LT w and stared
Woll, for' the Jove 6f Mike! Misa|
Weple-i™ |

phy, I nearly fell in Jove. Ian't that
AWy

“Oh, yeah!" ‘sald Murphy rising
belligerently to the defense of the
male nex, “Listen, one of thase dayn
nome guy I8 goln’ to come along
wha'll tone down your apeed plenty,
Iady."

Allatrs smiled and fieked her clg:
arot oot Into the road,

“T'Il be on the lookout for & tall
dark siranger on a motorcyele,” she
prom s,

That reminded Murphy. He fum-
bled awkwardly for his book.

*“1 ought to glva you a tickat, Mise |

Weat. Bat llsten, take I Kind of
snsy the rest of the way and I'll et
you off. Shucks, It's still pretty
oarly.”

Heor dark
amuned,

“Patter glve mae tha hlack wspot,
Murphy. Tolay s my Birthday and
I'd lke to fesl I'm geiting some
place fant”

“PBirthday " sald Murphy. He put
hin book away with obviois rellef.
“Aw, to hell with {t. Go ahead, I'll
sinp It on you pext time.”™

She wayed thanks and the next
momant had swapt off 1o & purring
erescetido of speed. Thirly miles to
wuinrise and mingtes had fown, Put
sha'd make it!

Sha did. The sun wan Just bagin
aing to strika the roof of Weatlandas
as she stopped on tha orest of the
hill' that overioaked har
nstare
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hroad portico was graced hy lovely
Ihwiin nnd st In g park of great {rees

oves rteatad on him,

| with walls bordered br double rows

of boxwood axtending In all dlree
thons

in that breathless huah before tha
jnvoftened light of day, befdre mn
s hogan Lo roar down the delve
I e rang through
the hiouss, the place was old Virginia
Ells lovellest and most courtly, A
wnritage of traditfon hovered aranod
aire had a strangs love for old
tioflelds, himtorie  hounes, ang
rariy sun that made hor foel ke an
in per A party to vandalism, ae
nho sal 14 her
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