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Chapter Thres
FAST FIGHT

JILLETT jumped off the bar, He

knew bow Porlugaess fought.

And that other man had looked

positively sick, too woozy to do any- |

thioe about it except holp himaslf |

get kilind. Denides, he was & while |
man.

Enongh of an excusa for Willett
anytinie to get moviag.

*Uh uh.” he sald quietls. stepplog |
botween them, He torned from the |
Portnguese. “Heat {b, kid™ !

That was a hot one—aalling !hll|
tellow “kid” He dldn’t look llke a
kid and yot tha impression remained. |
Perbaps it was the tremhbling of his
lips

Tha othor passed & shaking hand |
across his brow.

“1 want to see it through' |

*Yedh? nald Terry. “Reat it ke |
Ltald you hefore it's (oo late™ 1

“Lpok outl™ yelled the other.

He noedn’t hiave worrcled. Terry
muy not hinve heen looking at the|
Portuguese, but he had kept tils |
shadow In the eornar of bis eye, He
1140°t bother 1o waste time turning
bis hend, Instinet and actlon were
twing of hia brain, He ducked (m-
modiately and the Oat of tha Portp
guese gruzed the top of his head.

Ha spun around, jaw set In ridges,
Hin st cohnocted with the paint of
s chin. Thers were yells, Thare wern
oatha Thatre was o min golng down,
When Willett hit that was usually
the next thing to happen.

A erowd surged around them. The
reputation of (he Coliseo was that
the first knife wins, The Portuguesa
was being Inbbered at by bin mates,
He got up and Terry, waltlng for
him with a tight 1{ttle curve to his
lps, knocked him klcking ngaln. |

Ha kpew whiat was noxt. He khew
ft an hils foe gol op on one Knee, wip
blogdy mouth with one hand,
the other eroepltig loslde his cont.
and Willett didn't walt. Hurling the
talile to one alde, he selead a chalr
and fjumped forward

Tha man whose' fght had been
taken right out of his hnnds watehed,
hix teeth gnawing his  knuckles,
There was & crash. A scream, and

Terry stapped back

Quickly ha stirvored the crowd,
then grabibing him by the elbow, he
hurried the white man theough the
miiliug throng and vut 1nto the cool
ntght ali Tha man loaoe back
mEalnst 1 wall and stared sl himy

"You k10 him " ha nearly whis
paied
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Instinct=and action were twins af hia brain.

you, Willett? For God's sake, sit
me down some place.”

‘QURRY 1o have been o much

bolher,” Speeda sald, "Too mueh
kana—Ilousy stuff, Willstt—makes
abainthe seemdike carbonated water
llow son, Willett?

Terry clasped his hands across hls
stomach and leaped batk In his
chalr, staring at Speeda jotently,

Hana, eh? Gotting drunk for three
eonts on that “white eyed™ polson
Speadn must bs breaking up.

Miust ba? As be sat here In the
comparative privacy of the Santinl
Hotel bar, Terry could understand
why ha nadn't recognized Tommy
Spaede Immadintely. The grin alone
hadn't ehanged.

“How'd you happen to land in the
Collsen?™ he demandad.

“Just walkin’ the streets,” Bpeede
sald dreamily. “Walkin' around and
bumpnd into the door. Heli of a place
fan't 1t7 The whals rauntey'ls s hell
of o place. Have a delak

“Whr dont you get ont of
these parts?’ Terry askod ateadily.
“*Haven't you had enongh?™

Speeds suddenly laughed.

“Enougli? More than enough, I
hate avery lousy tres [n this country.
And as for rockn—my, Willett, bave
You aver thought ahout rocks? You
blast and sweat and straln o pob
verlze & rock and then what have

you got? A nlce hig hole, And then
you Linst and aweat and straln coms
more to (11 in the hole with— what
do you think?—rocka! Rocks

He laughed agaln and waved mn
Arm at the walter,

‘ JILLETT bit his lip. Seeing Tom:

my Spoedo hrought back momo-
rios of Bucky Corrvigan, Splder
Hanece, Jack Curles, nnd others. He
remembared now the Tommy Speede
of thoss davs two yenrs ago who had
been sent down by a blg Amerlcan
enginesring Arm an “rock™ man to
Join the constritotion outfit blasting
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a road from Ponteciiles to Jaurer
That Jaurez job had beso a tough
one and Spenda with his fresh
chenke, bis Irish erin, and college
dogren had certainly received a bap
tiam of Hra. ‘
Ha was stlll npared. Fle wasa't com
ing out of It. Why didn’t e get out
of the countr
He was n sick

sefore 1k was tan Inte
they're all misk

whet they dosa thempelyes with
kana.
“Eany,” Tarry sdvisss, "Taks it
wlow.'
Speede abruptly pulled himsalt

togather and the ancontrolled tone
In his volea wan lacking when he
spoke agaln.

"Surprised ta ses you, Terry,” he |
sald. "What are yon dolng around |
here?
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“Your old man atill in haroess ’

iy the river Bn osald

*Dad’s wiil me on

ahT™ Bpesde quarled, “Swell gent
Your old man. Liviag proal that en
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moe low he X A on heating Lhis
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“Never mind about me.” sald Wi
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