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Chapter 26
CROCKER AGAIN

HE men ara sore,” replled Orvi
to Anna's quastion. “Thay want
to fght that Ia & . . .
somebody, and John's trytug to make
them waft and let the law handle 1t.”

A lttla shadow of unhappiness
elouded the aftarncon, for Anne falt
the man was connected with (he
Ferosworth Fisharios, and with Reob
in town—

Orvl. 1w distract her sttention,
pointed to the new glingttar below

Anne looked dows. A neat boat
with & small eabin was chafing at
the lins holding it to the piling. She
was not the ona the boys had frat
thought of, but a hetter one, painted
whits on the cutside and sengrasn
on the {nside,

“Come on down, IU's good you got
on alacks, no place for drasses'gel:
tiag ted roun® your ankles.” he sald.
a8 he halped her over the alda.

Georgoe, nlready down the [adder,
dropped lghely fnto the boat and
held [t ateady for Anne. sand & mo
ment later John and Miipa iolned
thatm, The lion was cast off, and the
naw glinettar started aut on Ita trial
trip to the' drifin,

Anpo, braced oagainat the bow,
watehed thelr progrosa and falt
again the exhilarntion she had felt
that diky shoard the Alty, Sky and
ks ware larkspur bBlue The sun
moving west was gllding horfzop
elonds and wave-froth with old gold

8be. swung around and looked
back tawards Unlon Town aad her
new homo. Above the patechwork of
its many colored bousen reared the
dark line of firs, nod boyond theae.
mounds of hills llke plum rolored
velvel, topped by Saddls Nack
mountain, {ta pommal carrylng a
white clond rider. .

“How do you like 1tT"

Anne looked up, John was sand:
ing beside ber. He seemed & part ot
hin backgronnd, Lis eyes the blus

of the sky and water. his sklo and
bailr the bronze of the clouds,

“I'lova 11" ahe answared.

“You don't mind the waves? It's
pretty rough today.”

"It"s ke a swing," ahe began, then
pansed at tha look on John's face,
“What's wrong™

“I'm going to ciak spoiling the |1t
tle fhin you've had,” he hegan, frown
g

“You mean there's treah (rouble;
the men back there oo tha wharves
ary angry abont nomething new?"

U1t tgn't new, but they'ra growing
Cirad walting for me to guthar proof
1o give to the putharitien, Nikki, will
you help ma?™

“Surely, if | can."

NIk he pgunred har arownd
Hands on Her shoulders. Do you
know that Rob Crocker Is owner of
tha {hreo fiak craps; corving the
Farnsworth Fiiharlas™

“Owner?™ ahn repeated.

“Yeou, the man whoss money
bought the fAsh traps and In payiog
the pseudoowpers 1o run them as
thelr own"

NNE |ooked at John Neuman in

blank astonishment, then slawly
an  ovarwhelming comprehension
cama to hor and in 1t aha feit ahe
had snlved the mystery which had
pent Luke Farnswarth deiving to his
dealh

I dide’t koow,™ sbe apswered.
“hut, John, | do bollave you're right
It axplaine evorything.

“What do you mean?™

Anna loolied up at Hlm. Ha had
trusted her in telling bor thia about
the mon she had foved: nhe wonld
trunt him

Y1 balleva Luke recalvnd word of
thik, Ha wonldn't condemin a man
without proof and sa that man wan
1o bo his sondndaw, he eame down
in porann to find \L He brought me
aleng s | would Know. also. The
storin kept him from golng out o
the traps whare He probably intend

to fght|.

Men uu queer 1hings. NikkL™

“And that's why Rob spoke as ns
did whan | told him about FLuke's
&L 1o grew nngry at Dad, sald he

naw why lia bad changad and he'd

show Lim."

“Try to forget this, Nlikki” Joho
advisod, moping bher eyes ML 1
wonldn't have worrled you $£1 hadn't

| teopght wa might avert an opsn
| fght. You stay on in your new house
with Lilsa [ wouldo't put anything
past Farley, and =2s Iaa; an ha
doosn't know whera you nare, ha
can't harm you"

“Harm mea?" quariad Anns, {n snr-
prise, “but why should be do me
any physical harm? That's what you
mean, {sn't 142"

"l don't know why He ashould.
Nikkl, and none of us will know un
tl wa bave heard the final reading
of Lauke's will, and be knows you
won't interferes with his wife's share

.« ¥ou géea the fower the kin, the
largor tho share.™

“But, John, I ean’t mit nuietly at
home taklng care of mysalf i€ | canld
be dolug somsthing to avert this
traubla

“I' don't know what you could do.”
he assurad ler, “that we're not try

{ng to do, If wa can prove collusioo
batweesn the trap owners apd Crock
or, with fntent to defraud the gov.
ernment, then we can prosacute, but
it's hard work doing that The com
mission accapted our report, inventl
gated and declared everything had
baan conductad lagally. | appraciate
that. They can do pothing without
proof and [don't know how wa'll
Bet 1L

“Maybe | could halp—"

IKKLY thera was alarm In

John's volee, “don't try, plaase
don't try, Can't you trust mat Won't
you proming to take cars of yourself
while I'm awhy?"

iy o why M Anne's cheaka
waera flooded with eolor. John's quick
ery bad aprung from his heart’ It
was peracnal, and yet, Anne rea:
soned, ha might fee) that way ahout
any defansslons womnn.

“IIl promisa not to do anything
without first giving It long thought,"
she compramisad, than spoke quick-
15, “What (s that?"

“That's the boat song from the
Kalevals, the aational epic of the
Finniah people,” explnined John

“Sing it in Boglish,” Anne asked.

And John, looking toward the sot-
ting sun, sang:

And the beat with red he palntsd,
And adorned the prow with gilding.
And with sllver, overlald it—

Anne, listening, forgot ber giel
hood, forgot Luke and Luocinda, for-
got averything excepting this man
who stood before her unnware of her
admiration, [t seemed in thia mo
mant, that the spirit of the man who
sang and her own spirit wara fused
with that of the eountry of which he
BAnE—

AN g tha ses ha nlaared |t
O'er the blue nhd niashing hile
Towe—

The sun allpped loto the Pacifie
Ika n goldon dink. turalug tho horl
zon clonds to rose and amber. Twi
Hght moved {n from the sea and the
naw bont paused In ita rhythmic
chugging until tha pet was cist, the

firefiles to float mparkling on the
waves,

“Come and get It," sounded Milna's
vales from the cabln, breaking the
anchanted spell of the avening

They crowded Into the little gal-
loy, to'balanca bowls of steaming hot
atow on uncertaln knees, (o spread
biscoir with borry Jam and to drink
heavy cups full of coffes. Then, still
talking and Intighing. they want hask
on deck

Anne, wrapped now o Jobo's grant
goat, sat in calm contentmeant, [{sten
ing to the alap of waves on the hoat's
sldes, the muted volees of the men
and, oceasionally, a shout of laughter
or'song trom o oearby boat

This wan pance, and with It an
undarcurrent of pleasurable axcite
mant

She looked out to whers a linar
moved dioross the bar, her atatisly
alden punctuated with round yellow
lighta from har portholes;

Poor Luke—he badn't sven Had
the aolnce of his bellef in her. And
be was right 2he would have mar
rled Rob. unknowing. nususpecting
his real oatore. Luke, without time
to plan. had bGad to turn to the otes

persan  he o conld trust. that he
thought he conld trint, Lea Farps
wirth

Suddenly Anna stood up. Las

ed forcing the men thare to tall the
truth

ftaba pearanece In Astoria fur
thie [ bis gullt, bheeauwe
Dad wan cied 10 fAind Wim there
There wan no real iahor tronbie at
ths time. was thore?™

Tivm, o nfter the men heard your |
farhior was ia towpy they gt up »
patitian, and Tonla took 1t 1o Blm "

“0h. John, how coonid he do that,
b, | mman. go aguinst father's
wirlien 1o taake mors moosy [or Bim |
pelf 1" |

Farnaworth! Perhaps there was a
way out of this trastble atter all, and '

ahe conld go back to har new home |
and rest {n peace. hor work agcom

| plistiod
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Muir. exsctitive vommitise member
sf the ldmber Unlons of the mum-
west, Wddresssd Dusiness men and |
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atisniipd by the federal governmant |
to ¥ r the economical fortutes of
t ta] enst. He sald he was
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Intaresta repressnted by
Coast Liunberinen's asso-
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FILM EXPERIIENT
SEEN AS AID FOR - =
PATRIOTI CROUPS

HOLLYWOOD, Cal,

Xov
~Edwin Curewe's experimsnt in film |

m:kl:l_m designed for an estimated
25 milllon Americans who never ste
tend motion pictures, drew pralsa to-
@Ay from  governmental and elvie
leaders after & Sunday premisre in a
loeal ehiurch.

"Are wa eiviligad?* wis the pro-

Mayor Frank L. Bhaw af Los Augeles. |

"ArTingements have besn mads to
have it screensd in all Ameriean Le.
ginn poats” ndded County Supervisor |
Jahn R, Quinn, pust natianal com- |
mander, |

Cratified by the success of the pre.

Twn ‘.‘p““‘. houses | Miere, Careye eutlined plans for a
neszad the frst ahow saries of filma to be shown In
hurches, school, suditoriums, wom-

A Tess #t projecto X
pocket projector mn off the oni's nlub rooms, and ofvie hall I

“home movie" size reels, In which
mrwnt dnngrrl to freedom of press
and other bhasic liborties
'arn'd tn- general theme for & story
personalieed In four rharactera

“Ivs an eple of aducation.'” asid

10— (AP}

A pletustention of the hilstoricsl da.
velopment of this country 18 next on
his  scheduls, Carewe mld. with
“Life of Christ™” to be filmed later

Can Mall Tribune want ada,
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twrrichu T33% by The Ball Syndicats, Ina}_____

BY MEANS OF SIGNALERS STRATIONED AT EVERY
CORNER \THE NEWS REACHED -HE FOOTBALL FIELD AL-
MOST AS SOON AS MR. PEASLEE, THE STAR HALFBACK'S FATHER,
STEPPED OFF THE fnp.m% 50 THAT BEFORE HE 60T HOME HIS
HE HOUSE AND AT RIS STUDIES
WHERE HE HAD BEEN OLD 10 SPEND THE AFTERNOON

WS

S'MATTER POP -

By C. M. PAYNE

Nou
J

o

TCEMEMBERING
[

~r+b
usT L

SHeTeHIN 6 THe
AB o' TRAcT!
CAN 1T BE

TAILSPIN ’I‘OM‘\IY

-EL OONDOR UN MAEKS

WHO WERE
ATTACKING OUR
FRIENDS IN THE
ADOBE~- THEN
LANDED HIS SHIP
TO WARN THEM
T LEAVE BEFORE
THE REBELS
RETURNED-BUT
BEFORE THEY
COULD ACT--THE
SOUND OF HOOF
BEATS WERe
HEARD -

Z3ang

BEN WEBSTER 8 GAREER Ben

\\-Hd\" k. 'lvu_' WoR
HAS BEEM GOIMD ¢
1 UP HERE cRup 2
(R
7
|

-, g ¥

\

L COMDOR | ["YOU WAVE RISKED MUCH- ‘) WE HAVE--
DROVE OFF [ |To TRy AND SAVE WS-~ | INEZ---
THE REBELS | | SOMEHOW -] FEEL-- -

Alarm!

WE COULD NOT

FIND HAPPINESS
% -~ N LIFE -

GRET--1S THAT

L0 A\\., | QUBSS
oM | |1 dueT AN'T
T | THE 4Ly FoOR ] ==t | WAY IKYO
10U, BEn -1 FELL | | e
DOWN ON 11/ DOHEDO o

| THE JOB= L. ANNTHING I.JGMN AT HIAA
= - [l e LO&E—TAR | WHEN | INALLY GANE L
NUE _THA | - ” HIAA T..ag aguu E- .'/i

¢ nm b J'-. J-m‘-- 't E
.

CRIP POURED OUT THE STORY OF THE STRANGERS
VST AND HOW THE LATTER. HAD FORCED HIS
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