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T he Associated Press is today the only exclusively

newspaper press association in America.

—

A general definition of one that sells news to adver-
tisers, bankers, hrokers, government offices, as well
as newspapers is “news agency”. Europe has such
news agencies. They were created to serve at profit
others than newspapers. Later they served news-
papers too.

In America the reverse is now true. Certain press
services operated here for years exclusively for
newspapers as The Associated Press still does. Thus
they were properly termed “press associations"
Having started services directly or indirectly to ad-
vertisers, United States government offices, radio
stations, ete., those others are now properly defined
as news agencies. i

The change is regretted. There is something senti-
mental to an A.P. man about the “smell of printers’
ink". There is a glow out of collecting and writing
news for whatever use newspapers make of it. It
would bring a strange feeling even in this changing
world if the A.P. man's duty was to try, among other
things, to ohtain and deliver a good news story that
would sutisly a United States government office
client or an advertising client in the same way he
wants his news reports to satisfy A.P. newspapers.
The A.P. man may be wrong about this but he would
have a strange feeling in undertaking it.

The president of The Associated Press, Mr. Noyes,

Aponse to & rfuent fram emploves of the ord

o6 thet the publie may know,

in a message to the recent meeting of managing edi-
tors of Associated Press newspapers said:

“l invite you to note that & privately owned news
gathering organization has, directly or indirectly, sc.
cepted 2% one customer a very larde industrial corpa-
ration from which it will (through a broadcasting ar-
rangement) be in receipt of large sums of money. "
"I ask you to consider the peril that would eonfront
you if The Associnted Press was in relations to larger
financial interests of any kind—banking, publie utility,
oil companies or any other larde interests—that if-
volved the receipt by your ordanization of large sums
of money and made it (possibly unjustly) in the view
of the general public subservien! to these interesis.”

There are those who have always believed, and
still believe, that The Associated Press, with its co-
operative form of organization, controlled alone by
the newspapers in its membership and financed alone
by them, is the greatest bulwark of a free press that
existsin America today. [f the newspapers in its mem-
bership ever would fail in their support of it or if it
now suffers to the point of injury by the competition
of news agencies heavily financed by the patronage
of United States government offices, advertisers and
others than newspapers, it would be a sorry day not
alone for the future of the newspapers but for all the
people of this country.

The employes of The Associated Press serve hut
one interest—the newspaper, and through its mem-
ber newspapers they serve the public interest.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

! - .
The wnr.fdl most important mews service, the world's largest priss asgocialion news service and larger than any news agency enywehere.

The only news service in America
operated solely to serve newspapers.




