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Chapter 18

NEW PLAN

NNE looked at the man stand:

ing before her and surprised
something In his eyes she had never
sean o Rob's durlng the weska of
her bareavement, a tander ecom:
passion without pity.

“I'd liko to tall him,” sha agresd,
wondering at the sudden trust she
was placing in this stranger.

“Always, we tell John,” Tacla da-
clared.

Anne romombered Tom Farley's
ridicula of tha fishermen's trust in
John Neuman. She realized now
that it was nol hecauss ha was a
collegs man, and spoke both the
Innguage of tho Ashoerman and of the
cannery owner, but becausa thers
wan & sympnthetie wisdom ashout
him which Invited eonfidence and
trust,

“l need advice,
Annas continuad.

"Yon need food, first” Interposed
Tecla, and ladlod the fish stew into
heavy crockery bowls, cut thiek
sllces of home made bread, disap
peared into & dark clonet to raturn
with s Jar of buckle-barry fam.

Anna sitrveyoed her bowl with ap
prehension, as ahe sat down st the
table In response to Tecla's order.
She dipped & spoon into the savory
meas, toyod with cubes of rad sali
mon, onions and potatoss which
floatad about In the ereamy lquid,
thon tasted fL.

“"Why ... It's good” sha ex-
olalmed with such surprise that hoth
John and Toeels lnughed aloud.

“You think Tecla, glve you somn-
thing not gopd?

Heartaned by the food, Anne
turned to the fresh ordeal of retall-
Ing her story. Bul somehow, with
the attentive John ns listener, her
troubles seomad of lexs and losa {m:
portance,

“And po,” she concluded, “now
that | koow that I'm nolther the
daughter nor the belr of Luke Farna-
warth | want to hide away untll |
ean decide what I'll do with my fu-
thre.”

“And this man, this Rob Crocker.

what will he think of your running
JA"I\ ™

'l Crockor underatands,” Anoe
wld toneleassly, “ha ... that Is, we are
not galong to be married

"Hut=" Neuman was {ntorrupted
by T'aela, who sput ont a word,

Weeks later, Anne was to Hud
that phrase fo the little English:
Elnnllh dietlonary she was studying.
ut by then soma of tha heartache
had been numbed by time and ahe
knaw Tecla had been rlght whon
ahe classifled Robert Crocker am a
“polddigger.”

“But of course Farley and the
Farnaworths ara golng lo. want to
kusw whara you ars” observaed
Nenman, after a pause. “They'll
probably start a search for you if
yoti don't tell thom somothing.™

" hope not” Anna sald, “and 1
don’t bellove they will. They're go
ing wele ao glad 1o be rid of me with.
omss demanding any mora of thalr
warialy goods thint thay'll leave me
alone.”

Mr., Neuman,”

PON'T ngree with you,” he conn-

terad, frankly. “l bellave they are
Eolng to want to know wisra you are
o they can wateh vou. Yoo don't
know the entlfe contents of the will,
Of coursn they believe they can eut
you off from & daughtar's share, pro-
viding you haven't haen adopted an
A dadghter”

"What do you mean?
Tecla with laterest.

"When peopls adopt & shild, thay

go befora a judge. and papers nre
drawn up.”
“Yonu see, Tecla™
ridisr, “Tom Farlay siys thoars are
:m papets and nons can ha foond, so
it can't be proved that I'm legally
adopted. Of course that won't mat
ter for fve yoars, and within that
tima | may be abla to learn some
thing mora about my parents”

H"8n " murmured Theeln,

"Not that | eate for the money,”
Anna hnatened to say, "and 1 [ have
to fight far i, | don't want any of it
Now all | want to do ts rest and for
Kot
potad. Dut If you think they'll trah
ma hers 1'd Laltar go away.”

"No," Neuman answared, too bor

quarisd

Anne, axplained

abont

averyihing that's hap:

wies s “No, you're going to be safer
wsro than almost anywhere else.

; Tecla you had a brother south, or

sast or pomewhers, didn't you?
*Yos," apswered Tecla, “he is far
away, why1”
“Couldn’'t you fntimata that Anne,

| here, was his daughter? Our peopla

would probably know It wasa't truas,
but should anyous ask guestions,
they'd {dentify Annas that way,
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“Wa're clannish peopls,” he ex-
plained, apalogstically, “but it you'll
study our history you'll underatand.
From earliost times we wars 8o stir-
rounded by eneming we learnad to
trust only our own peopls and to
bulld up fortifcations of sllence
against outsiders. They'll protect
you with thesa.

“Now the Las Farnsworths, |
uanderstand, have moved to Port
land and | imagine the Tom Farleys
will spand thair time there, also. Do
you know many Astoria psople?”

“No, I've scarcely been hera slnce
1 wan & child.

“Then we have only your car te
conaldar. Of courss they could trace
that, Tha woman at the service sta-
tlon bad an inkiing of who you waorn
whan you moreamad. She'd giadly
tall svarything with elaborations™
Ho thought a moment.

“"How doen this sound? You say
you wers born In Crescent OCltyr.
Wonldn't it bo tha natural thing for
you to go there In an effort to trace
your parents? Then supposa 1 drive
your car down thera right away, to-
nlght, or rather this morning, as it's
past midnight now. | have a friend
in the garage business there. Ha can
ofthor lenve It in his garage, or drive
it back to Portland over tha inland
route.

“In this way, It the car has bean
traced they will bellova you drove
along the coast road to Crescent
Clity, and disapenred from thore.

ANNE didn't oeed words to ex
prias har bellet in the plan. She
lanned back in Her chalr, suddanly
tired. Thin man who had saved her
from tho river by hin quick think
Ing, would handle this naw dilamma
with equn) skill. Shs nesd worn
ahout nothing for a time

“Battar you go to had™ ohsorved
the watehful Tecln, rpd burrfed
Away to prepara her room.

“1 don't know how U'll aver thank
you," Anna ventured. as sha accom
panied John to the door, “and | dec
sp noed ta ba free of thoss peopla’

*Yon can thank me by ool worry
Ing while I'm away.” returned John
Theno he smiled, caught her hand e
a firm clasp, and hurried down the
atalra.

Anna stpod At ths door a moment
looking down on Union Town, seat
terad lights blliking In tha durk
neas. A far awny clock ehimed the
hour of two, At two o'clock last
night aha had bean lying In her hed
rending to A1l tha empty honrs.

But she had not basn altbgathe

unhappy. Rob nand securlty Iay
ahead, Now ahe had pothing. and
deapita Tacla, sha was nohody, just
Nikkl, But Tecla had sald she wa
never to say that again, and suraly
with John Neuman willing to spand
the night driving south tor her ahe
wisn't without friends.
Without frianda? She turmed m
Tacla eame Into the soom, & hot wa
tar hattla [n her hand. Bhe Nlled
this at the stove then motlonsd
Anna to follow.

Wenrtly Anne obeyed, climbing
steap woodan stalrs, turning down e
hallway and inta a cublolelike room
whera Miina, smiling sleeplly, way
sproading the bed with fresh linen

Anna cooldn’t belp notleing the
Iinan, hand woven. the edges of the
plillow case and ahesat frosted with
hand mada lace, inches wils,

As soon as sha had slipped Inte
har nlght robs, sha found Tecla
walting, hot watar bottle disgulined
In a knittod waol bag. This was ar
ranged and rearranged unti) the
nurae was satiafied.

Bhe turned off tha lght, dropped
tha lons window of the room, letting
in & gust of rainwashed air, then
with a pat on Anne’s shonlder and a
"siaap wall” she tiptosd oot as
though her charge hnd already
obayad har command.

wnlf., As [t aha could aver agaln
alanp at all. Bits of sentances,
apoken that day (or was {t the pre
vibus day) spun through hey cone
selonsnans. Thae loyalty and lova of
the ssrvants, tha triumph of Shar
los, tha gquesr hatred of Charlotta
and poor, troubled Loe, who had de-
fied his wite, probahly for tha first
tima 10 hin lfe, to safely convoy
Anns aut of her home.

Rob! But abe must not think of
him. Only, tow could she haelp 1LY
Ho had been shocked by what she
Had told him,
fCapgright, 1800, by Jeanne Boawrman)
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