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READY VIADE WITEEY

BY CORALIE S

Chaptler 49
LAURIE'S MESSAGE
“,'HERE was Rex Moore. then?

Did ke hear a charmed lfs, or |

was he dead?

Eo tho madpess worked oa that
brilllant, unbalanced brafn. Uatll,
on the Afth'day after Rex Moore had
been raparted missing, Mark Albory
was found unconncious on the floor
of his study In his Chelsen flot

When he recovered from the
wtroke, his mind was afected, and
hs hnbbled noosense about having
sent Hex 3oore to his death in a
plane that had baen tamperad with
Naobody belleved it, of course, His
doctors sent him Into & nursing
bome for such cases, and declared
that it was only A temporary bireak-
down and that hs would recover hie
reasnn very eoon.

T was oo tha following day that

Lanrla raceivod & wirs from a doe-
tor In a Temote Fronch village, aak-
ing her to come at oneo, as har hus-
band was Ilald up thers with &
broken ankle

The journey was like & dream to
her, She law (o Chamounlx, snd
from thara hired a motor car that
took her np into the mountains,

And thare she found Rex, undar
tho ahadow of Mont Blanc, the
snowy glant on whona {oy nlopes he
might go easily hava found his grave.

Ha win briglséd and shakan by the
crash, but tsd no worse Injury than
the simpla fraeeture of His unkle, He
had heon delirious for three days,
from the results of exposure in
bigh valley, where a party of guldes
bhad found him, hence tha delay In
letting anybody kuow of his plight.

They met In & simple room, with
varoinhed wooden walls  apd
perubbed foor. From the balcony
onia looked on the tall, solemn plonea
and the stersal snows, under the
binzing sapphire arch of tha Augnst
alky.

Laurlo walked slowly to his long
chalr. Then, she suddenly lknalt
down baside it

"Oh, Rex—Rax—I"ve found you at
lant!"

“I had 10 send for you, Laurfe
he answered {n a strangely solemn
wvolces, 'l didn't want to. | knaw yon
wouldn't want to come—hut you
would come, becauss you think you
owa ma somathing."

“Oh, Rax, bow did 1t happon?*

“That's what 1 falt I'must tell you,
Albery trind to kill me.™

“1 ktnew 10" abie whispered, And
ahe told hlm what hnd huppened at
the London athtion.

"He tried befors” Rox went on.
*That tims whon you wers golug up
with me. You remember, 1 couldn't
find my wvaual meshanie. Ha miust
have told the stranga man to fill my
tankn with the new fuel. Lnokily, 1
bad warnlng from tha engine In
time, and had a parachute”

"And this time?" sha asked fear-
fully

“Thls time the plana had been
tampered with. You wouldn't under
stand. It was done by an axpert. No-
body could bave discovered it—
until tha plana fell to plecan ln the
alr. 1 wan lucky again, I started off
the day pefors 1 intended to, nnd
tha Job wasn't quite fntshed. So |
escaped with my life. I had to tell
you, Laurie. | econldn't hear the
thought that you were golng ta
marry n murierer.”

“I'knpw it, Rex. And I'm not golug
to marry him.'”” She was distracted.

“And | thiuk oe » guue mad. Thoy've
put hlm jnto & bome”

But hero there sesmad lo ba no
comfart, aitber, Rex Moore was still
so far away, so roniate, His tace was
|set; bhis eyes bad that inhumagm,
| snowy look: his mouth was angry
and stern.

*l knew that day at the station
that I eonldn’t marry blm,"” shis wegt
on, “Not for anything in the world,
not aven for—" Sha gtopped abrupt-
Iy,

“Not evan for what, Laurfa? Why
were you golng to marry Wim? ¥or
his money, for bis position—for
what olsa?"

“No—no!" She broke down. Ha
was all slie wanted in the world. He
was her Asppinesa; he was her man.
Nothing mattered but that he should
know the truth.

“Rex, he forced ma to say | would
marry him. He found out about un;
I dido’t tall him, | had to lla to you.
Aud be threatened to ruln your ca.
raer it 1 didn’t marry bim. He sald
be could, He woulda't halp you aoy
more, ha wouldf't st nnybody elsn
halp you. He sald bis had the power.
and I belleved bim."

She Inoked at him in an agony of
fear legt ka should not belleve her.

His arma closed sround her and
hald her with o flerce tandernesn.

“T AURIE, you did that for ma!
How could | be so bllad? Of
coursa, Albery could bave rulued me
{n my job. Then, you do love me?
You love me as much as that?”

Thete lIps met. They weras one to
that tremapdous and awesoma rap-
turs that Is both vinlence and peace.

A long time passad before thoy
spolca ngafio.

Then Laurie sald:

"But your caresr will ba ruloed.
Mr. Albery will never forgive us.
You don't mind now, but latér on
you will pe unhappy. Can I maks up
for that?”

“You would maka up for anything,
my swoal, my wondarful Laurle!™
ha told her. “But U'm no longer a
pennolless beggar, thanks to Wanda
Breale.

He saw that ahe did not nnder
atand, and told her of Wanda's
tragle death and ot his Inheritance,
She talt a lltle pang of jealousy that
another woman could do so much
for him, so much more than she
aver could, aven though she waa
dead. But, of eotirse, sha had to ba
glad.

Laurlis stayed fn the lHitle village
untll Rex Moora could get aboul.
Thoen they went to Geneva, and
wara married by the British Consul,

“So now you're really Mra. Rex
Moore!™ he sald teaslngly the next
day, as thoy strolled by tha Iake,
“And how doen it foel to be morried
to a poor devll you started out hat-
lug?™

“1 naver nated you!™ she laughed
happlly. “And It feels too wonderful
for words! And life s wonderful—
and yon are wonderful! And, what's
maore, it's real!”

They went back to Hngland ta
plek up Gladys, Rex mgreed with
Laurie that they could not leave the
gir] alons

And all the outalde world ever
knaw was that Mrs, Rex Moore had
gonn to Bwitzerland to be with her
famous husband after his aceldent,
and the devoted couple no dramntl:
eally. reunlted a few montha ago,
wars on thelr way to Callfornia,
whera the alrman had recantly in:
harited a hoantity) estnta
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