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READY MADE WIFER Y

—— BY CORALIE STANTON

SYNOPSIS:r Lourie (& worried
out of mind. Ehe ond Rex Moore
love each other, but Kex (s engaged
to Wanda &teele and Laurie to
Mark Albery, who employa bath
Rex and Reraclf, Albery iv in Ber-
lin, after unsuccesafully frying (o
force Rex indp an airplane “acci-
dant,” Asid Laurie hia pone (o see
a_ friend of her dancer afsfer
GFladys, hecause ske Lo sure tiladys

Jimmy Dalles, gou man
ghout fowen, are up (o minchief,

Chapter 44
THE TRUTH

“J6 Gladys with that young Dallas®
Don't le!™

Nellis nodded.

“He's left London. Whera has she
gona with him?

Nally broks down altogether. It
was with diflenlty that Lasurle got
the sense of her disjointed words.

Paris—Hotel Meurlce—rue da Rl
voll—they left yestarday—wers to
be back In the middle of the week—
A dead pegret

“Are they marrled?" Laur{e asked
In & dull voice.

“I don't know, Glad was awlully
closa abnut that But [ expect so.
Bhs wouldn't have gone, would she?
I couldn’t gat anything out of her”

*Nelly, you've done a cruel thing,"
sald Laoprle uomercifully. “You
ought to have told me at once. You
ought to have stopped her golng
somehow. I'1l he geiting on now,

1 must get to Paris as soon as [t{ like firg-filen, far below. She did not

can be dona.'

Laurle knew well snough that
girls went away on hollday trips
with thelr young men nowadays
She knew that the world at large
thought littla of It. But Glad wan
her sister, the appln of her aye

Tha qulckest way to Parls was by
alr, af course.

She found the nearost telephone
call box and rang up Rex Moora at
Grotton, only to find that he was In
London. Half erazy with anxinty,
sha got the Chelsen flat, and when
his voles answered, she falt slck
with rallef, but spoke In tha ealm-
et volce,

“T want you to take ma by air to
Parls at once, Can youi™

He did not show the falntest sur
prise.

"Ot course, 1 can, Laurfe. As It
happens, I flaw my plana to Croydon
this morning, and it s there. Hut
what about Albery?"

"I munt get to Parls &5 soon as
poseibla Bhe took no notlca of lils
question. "Conld we get thara to-
night?”

“Certainly. I'l ring up the air
fleld. Where nre you?*

“In Streatham.”

*Then you'd hetter mest ma at
Croydon”

“l baven't any money. Perliapa
fust snough to pay a taxi"

“That doosn't matter. 1 have
planty. You'ra In trouble, Laurie?"

“Yen"

“Get to Croydon as soon am you
can. I'll ba a little aftar you, but
when wa got thers, wa won't waste
any time."

Laur(s 414 not have to walt long
for Rex Moora at Croydon,

Hin plane wans roady for lim when
he arrived.

He gave her a awift handshake
and a plerelng look from his groy
ayes, it vp with the energy of netlon.
Ha also gave her pads of cottan
wool to put in her sars to shut out
the nolss of the engines, and hor
rowed & Aying cont tor her, aa |t
war golng to ba chilly up alofe

T was n scene that Laurle never

forgot. The last lingaring rays of
darlight swallowed in the glaring
lamps of the feld. The sonse of
unreality, of adventure: and, in the
midat of It, the easunl chatter of a
party of Amerlcans who had fust
landed from Chetrboarg, and tlie
ealmly sloeplug litle face of a baby
in the arms of A nurss.

Rex Moora 414 not ask her a
singla question.

Laurie was too preoccupled to ex-
parienca the sensatfon of fiving. It
was perfoct wenther. She noticed
nothing, not even the nolss of the
engines.

Bhe sat In & kind of trance bahind
Rex Maore. Now and then ahe
caught alght of hla profile, an he
turned his head. Hin face was set.
Ha had no thought, ahe felt, but
that of steoring them across the
Bight akles to thetr destination.

But she was wrong. Hex Moore

! e 'sald in tha old mocking way.

wan thinking of ber. His thoughts
wars gloomy and harsh. He wan re-
membering what Wanda Stesla had
aald to hlm yestarday. Her words
of sympathy had baen ke 50 many
ataba.

“You know how I hate gosslp and |
scandal, Rax, bot yon were wall rid
ol your wife. I hate running 11-wu|

women, too, but | can’t forgive hot
treating you as she has done.

“With my own oyes | saw her
coming out of that young Dallass
chambers the other day, They were
on the best of terma, evidently, Hea
was in his dressing-gown, talking to
her on the Jandlng. And my friends
whom | had besn visiting, tell me
that he leads the wildest kind of
lite.

“He has a shocking reputation.
and a young woman often vialts him
there quite Iste at night. 1 aup
posa it's she. I do feal you ought to
know, as you'ra making the sacrl
fira of letting har divorce y¥oun. |
can't think how she's golng to get
awny with it I supposs It's Albary's
money that Las turned her head.™

He bad silenced her with a few
wards, bist the polaon worked (o hia
veins.

Was this girl who aat tehlnd him
that sort of woman? Of courss, he
knaw young Dallas and she had met
al Gretion. But was she carrying on
an [ntrigus with him—when she was
golng to marry Albery? She was
mercenary; she must bo. Sha was
not inlove with Albery: he was sure
of that.

The journey to Laurie was llk= »
dream. They faw ateadily on and
on. It grew dark, Every now and
then nhe looked down and saw Jiglits

know whether it Insted slx hours
or one. If they rose ar dipped, she
was unaware of it

They dld not exchangs s slngle
word until they clreled down Into a
son of light and landed at Le Bour
get as eanlly as a gull drops on to
the mea.

by LITTLE after midnight” Rex
Moore sald, looking At his
watch, whon they stood once mure
on land, “Not too had time. Did
¥ous like {t, or did 1t bore you™

"I don't know,” sha answarad
truthfally,

He sald nothing more, but took her
through the Customs and ths Pass
port office.

They found the ear walting to
drive them to Paria,

“Whars do you want to go to?"

*1 dan't want to tell you™

“And you don't want to tell me
whit you are hera for 7™

“No. It Is private business.”™

"It must be daucedly important”

Tt Is."

“"Does Albery know you are com-
Ing over hars?"

“No, I don't want asnybody to
know, That's why I asked you to
bring me.”

“A compliment, I'm sure” The
ugly polson still worked. Was she
aver here to maeat this young Dallaa?
Imponaible, She couldn't have asked
him to pliot her in that cnse, She
would have to ba Insane to do that

Thers wora no other passengars
for Parin,

"You must tell the driver where
you want to go." he sald coolly,

“To the Flace da la Concorde*
Laurie hnd been In Paris only once

Gind had spent a wesk Lhers on &

conducted tour. She knew that the | tnon

rus da Rivoll ended at the Place |[verls

de la Concorde. “Ate you coming |'sken on
denth

to Paris, too?" she asked him sus
pleioualy.

"Naturally, I don't want to spend
the night bera. May | ank, do sou
want ma to take you back®

Yl don't Know—oh, no, of course
not!™ Sha reallzed that there was no
room for Gladys In the plane. And
she was not golng to leave Parls
without Glad

The car moved away.

Agaln the fourney was mads In
complete sllence.

When they drew up at the corner
of the Place, Rox Moore helped her
out of tha car, and asked her:

“Laurle, woa't you trust mat"

"I ean't. Pleans don't kesp me
talking!"™

"Do you expect ma to leave you
alone {n Paris at this time of night ™

“U'm quits all right. Please, | must
hurryl™

He ldooked at her and his volce
changed,

"All right, Laurie. | am golng to
tha Geand Hotel, closs to tha Opéra.
Promise mae that you will let me
hear from you later on in the moro
Ing. 'm not asking any more ques
tions, but I'm not budglng trom Parls
until I've heard from you."

“Thank you, Rex. I'll lat you hear
from me if 1 can, but I'm not golng
to promise”

"Il walt oot 1 do™

ICopyright. 1983, Coralis Efantan)

Tomorraw, Laurle triss ta fAnd
her glady slster.

GOVERNOR FAVORS

CO0S BAY MERGER

MARSHFIELD, Ore, Aug M~
(AP)—New stimulus to ths proposs
for the merger of two of Otegond
eldest citles, Mamahilald and Nomh
Banrd waa given by Gorernor
Charlea H Martin here during =«
talk In . connection wi O
opd annual “"Paul Bupyan's bifh-
day"™ celehration,

The most recont effort to effect
the combloe ended n fow weeks
ago when hoth cities ealled
“draw” and dropped the matiss
ter proposals and counter Proposais

appareritly “wre (eading to & [ree-
for-all legal battle to see which
would be called "Coos Bay™ namie

of the deepswnter harbor on =hich
both cities ate ncated

“I'm staying oul of the fight, bu
1 am ordeting the state plat
board to make m study of Jo
the tuo hay ttles and o ¢ v tanre
1ts report o leave it the gaverno!
deciared during a lunchieon Iln bis
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STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX

For further prool nddress the anthor, Inclosing & stamped envelops for reply. Reg. U. B. Pat. Of1.
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TRED PERLEY SPENT THE BETTER PART
OF HE AFIERNOON WAITING FOR THE RAIN
10 S0P 50 HE COULD PLAY GOLF,
BEFORE HE DISCOVERED f WAS ONLY
ERNIE PLUMER’S SPRINKLER NEXT DOUR
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By 0. M. Payne
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TAILSPIN TOMMY —Jose Offers a Plan to Trap El Condor!
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