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READY MADE WIFESS

AYNOPEIE: Becauap Lawuriae
Anee not gpprode of cortain sugpne-
tlons wimde by Mark Albsry, Nee
er, ehe vesipns, Albery had
wwder  Hhe  imipreasion (Ant
J"Illl J‘u,d heen samething damag-
inp relationahip hefween
Laur .ul Re=x Moonre, Albery'a
Mar ariator, Note canrie (o telling
her fTormier employer the whale
trubh, and la rathér relie to ke
ahle tn dos ss, ond pery o
“Me mecentbly.

Chapter 35
THE TRUTH

"HE fiung the whols story al him,
searnfoliy, and he listened in|
amnzemmont, An Laurie’s rich volee
rang out, he desired her more than
ever, and hated Rex Moore more than
ever, bocause it wans 8o plain that she
loved Nim and wauld willingly tar-
nith her own character to defend
hin.

“Hut why did Moors zo on with
1E3" he naked, when slie had finished.

“Beesusn ho sald you'd nover fore
give him for decelving Fou and pre

tending he had m wife. He sald you
thought #ush & lot of yourse!lf and
rou conldn't stand baing fooled, and
he sl 1 dons well out of belog
hiy widow for two yvears, and I owed
It to him to help him In his jobh, now
that ho had comoe back."

“You'rs a good pair of actors, 1
must say," remarked Albery very
auletly, but with a note of concealed
anger that frightened the girl. Then,
ho fixed his glowing dark eyes on
her, “And no it was all A pretense—
your marcied iile?

"1t was i protonse,” shie sald dully.
“Wa lved In the same fint, because
we hod to—to keep It up. Mr. Al
bary,” ahe ndded, ralsing har valee,
“t'vo told you the truth. becauss |
will' not, allow you to misjndge Rex
Moore,

"Ha has treated ma wonderfolly.
s forgave me for what was a
wicked thing to'do. Tt was not until
1 saw him that I ronlized T had heen
n Mo, m chieat, and a fraud. And |
decelvad you, too, and I ought to he
rorey for that. But I am not so sorry,
boenuse, after all, I did work for you
as well as ['eonld.”

"Yoit need not be morry, Laurle™
he sald, and in his volee tremhbled
his overmastering passion for her,
which might have been a fina thing
but for {ts underlying madness. *'|
think you are n wonderful girl, And
I know you did It all for your als
tor”

She was the most beautitul, the
mnn enchanting woman in the world
|5 him, na she sat there, 5o white, her
foen working with such tragle emo-
1 inms

“Linurie, wlll you he my wife?T" he
fanknd,

“0h, e, Mr, Alhery, 1 conld not
mirry ¥ont 1don't eara for son”

“Lowlil take the risk." He spole

nlowly, suavely, as usual, and with:
(ont wign of faeling. “You are the only
fwoman | have ever asked to ba my
|1rll'e. All my life | have had & prejo-
dles agnlnst marriage, The women |
mut nover seemed worth while. From
the firat 1 laved yoil, Now I want (o
marry you, to mnke You a part of my
lifa tor good and all"”

He vamo townrds her, amiling, In.
|lr:lml by ik own vialon of thelr fu:
{ture; but she waved him away,

“Mr. Albery, 1 can't marry son,
IPlosime don't sax any marel®

"I hope you wlll change Your
imind,” hoe wald, He himaell was a
jehangod man, Gono was every trace
6f tha admirer. the Jover, Even the
felendly, conslidernte employer wan
no more,

l_ E SAT down In an armehalr and
Ionfked at ber with a face as tn.

readabio nathe blanie sightlons earv.

Inga on an old Egyptian temple,

"I eannot changs my mind
Lavurie sald,

"Porhinps when you Nave beard
whaut I hikvs Lo say you may ehange
IS he remnckod fmpersonally, “Cir
have you no Interest in Rex Moore
ANy mare, now that ¥on are golng to
st from him? Db you not enre what
Bedatden 5f him? If e hevar achiavos
tlona? 1f his caresr comam to
an abrupt end? I thought ¥ou sald
You ownd him something."™

“What do you mean ™ ahe aaked in
& ahine ks

“Thist it less you marcr me, 1 will
rulis Hex Moore, He will have no
more caresr,™

TYou mean you wouldn't help him
Any moral™

“Not onty that, but 1 would pre
vent anyhody eiso from helping him
Ha will have no more backing from
anyone in the world of aviation, No

alone. And 1 will lat the world know
tha whtle story of Your pretty Witle
gama that you and ha have hsen
plaving, Hex Moore as an alrmian
will ceans to exisl”

“Thara aro other peopls,” sha mur-
mured fearfuliy.

“My denr girl, you knpw helter
than that, Yan have been working
for the firm [or two vours, and pri-
vately for mo for gquite a 1ttle time.
You know that I and my fIriends
control practicaily all the alr routes
of the world, the alr flelds, the -
Ing stations, the dumbs In the des-
erts and fungler, the peopls who
keep the lloes of commonleation on
lanl. With me Bbehind him. Rex
Moora will be the greatest alrman of
his time. Without me—ha might asi
wall ba dead”

Laurle clasped tier hands'in agoby:
shin could not taka her eves from his,
Ince.

Albery's gaxe wan fixod on her, un-:
s | iing, mesmeric, :

"o you wish that te happen, or
will sou marry me? What do you
may "

Laurio’s braln moved In a tortured
clrcle. She thought she was going!
mad for m few minuten, With Rex’
sha had heen safe. He was a mas of
honor, He was her haro; of him she'
had nothing hut besutlful memories
now, That he digd not love her was
the last thing she could hold agalnat
him

“What do you may™™ anked tho
smooth volee again. “Come, It can't
be nuch a diMeull chojee!™

ND then, It was all elear to her
& at onee, Thers was only one
thing she could do. She must savi
Rex Moora's enreer, Hin fob was hin
Hie. And he was her 1fe. It wan
slnmiple.

“I will marry yon, Mr. Albery,”
Bha ald,

“You mhake mas the Mappiest man
In tho worldi ho fnfoymed her, with
his fiashing amile, bot o his hoart
wias rage rather than joy. So she
laved Mours as much ns that Even
hin overweening egoliam eould not
muke Him helleve that ahe wanted
to marry him.

Laurfe eollootod herself: slowly,
nho wan ahle to think again. She had
recovered that cool polsa that had
carrled her' through the strange alty.
atlons that had mads up her {ifs,

*I must mnke some conditions*
she safo Sho spoke an unemotional.
Iy ax It shin were addronning him In
the nfMon on bhusiness matters,

*0Oh, no you make conditiona!™ His
tone was mocking hut (ndolzent. His
even devoured her engerly., *

“l will marry vou,” sald Laurle,
“hut everything must go on aa It s
Rex Moora and | must ho supposed
nat to gel on-and Lo hnve partad, and
to e divoreed later on In the ordl
nary way, na we have pianned, You
must walt until 1t Is a1l settiod."

mindy beliind him, He will atand

“Nut that'a proposterous! How
are ¥ou golng to play 1t oul? 12 you're
supposed to he gotting a divoroe, poo
ple must hear aboot 1L And that
meanm, {! you'ra supponed te star]
prococillngs at once, nnd got a e

oree, I eouldn’t marsy you osténsihly

for alx monthe! Sometiing elea will
have to bs mannged.

“1 won't consent to anyithing that
reflects on Rex Moore in any war”

ahe s ld stubbornls,

“You only think of him™ In his

eyen Mamed his hatred of the mag

nod this timo whe saw (t, and shily

orotl, as the old premoenition of evil
enme back to hor,

“0OF course, ha'l)
have to talkie the hlame tn any case
In tha eyes of the world, You can't,”

“Neo, of coutse, he would not allow
ma o do thiet.”™ she snlil Bt 1t oot
be mannged =0 that thera (8 anthing
againat lm."

UMy doar Hthle glrl" Albers urged,
"don't hiother your hond about ways
and means. Loave It toome, "I fix it
up with Moore, 1 ean manags sbm e
thing that peaplo will swillow whols,

"We'll snve Rox Moore's face, And
you and 1 wlli alip away somowhere
quite quletly, whera nobody knows
us, and geb marrled By A reglotrar,
and nobodr will b ihe wiser untl}
the time coten when' we fapg an-
nounce it

Laurie's elenrnesn of mind donerl
i her. 8ha stared at him in confu.
slon.

"You mean
ry You—aoof T

"My dear llttle girl, do you sup
pose & man who Is madly In love
wants to walt months when 1ha wa
man I8 an fren an alr? It ahall be
made periedtly fo

you wani ms o mar

(Copyripht, 1923, Coralis Etantfont

Lauris has ancther disturting
biow, tamarrow.
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EXPERT DECLARES
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It 1t were poasihie to measyre my
sinin rattlers in' the tried nnd true |
end-to-fnd manner thelr length
would mnrke the famous Isnacs fish- |
line look like a short end from n
mmnant eounter and probably gindle
Roxy Anna to boot. The following
notes are, therefore, brasd on exteris
aive, xea Intenalve, research from
Crater lake to Oregon Caves pnd

B, sty fust and west
ratilor killsd by the
writer .u! 18 rattles and was not
nuite ‘n-n- feet |ong (May 13, 1935,
near Talle Nock), The largest Enown
to me was kiiled on Applegate river
and sported 22 mattles.  This oma-
ment was exhibited in Jacksonyille, a
mining town with & past, nnd 'a largo |
future. The Oregoti mattler maraly ex= |
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THE BUNGLE FAMILY —What, Married?

|/ voure awemr,

BEN-

LONESTAR. HEARD ME -
\ | GCEERED HIM OFF-—

WELL, YOURE A NCE
ONE/! NOW THAT You |
AND LONESTAR ARE }
FALS | GUPPOGE
NYOU WOMT HAVE
ANY TIME FOF.
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