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EYNOPSIS: Rex Meprs has re-
turned from da round deip Right ta
twlruru .ll'lrl he hod o dempnrary
recurre wt his aA blndmess
o r«urlmq. hae faund that he
wigy n time go completely blind
and does not fell Lourie, whom ke
toves, the fruth, Ehe pelieves he has
gretd onld : thetr Mination fs -
fenplad by the innocent lie they fold
rk Albery, their employer, N
1Agr they wvere married, Lourie
viaken fo tell the yeal aluation to
everyone ; Rew aske that she wait
wntil he Res fiowcn the Pacific

Chapler 53
PARTING PLAN

F course, T don't want to sse

you found out!” Laurie’s eyes
tiazed. 1 made a bargain, and I'm
prepared (o stick to It. Beslden, I'm
lg it, ‘too! And, as you'vs so often
palnted out, I've mada a /good thing
it of e

“You're a sport,” sald Rex. “Well,
It's Hke this, I want to do the Pa
cifie Night as soon as possible. At
onee, And 1must have a fres mind.
I'lils mock divoroe businoss will take
iima, IU's got to ba n fool.progf plan,
aor wa shall look lke s coupls of
iiots, sa well ma crooks. Thare's
not & soul who would wnderstand
anr position.

"Hut | ean’t think It out, with the
Paeitie fAight befora me, Wil You
agrea that wa lot It stand over untll
I comao baek®™

His volee had the eagerness of a
hoy's. He loved her, but he was &
man, knd Tove could not he every-
thing {n hin lite, nnd for the momant
be was io the grip of & fixed idea.

His words foll coldly on her hoart.

“I don't want to Interfere with
the Pacifie Alght," sha sald, “Bat 1
won't siay liers any longer. s not
right, Why should we go on spong:
Ihg on Mr, Albory? 've got my own
placa to go back to, That'a what 1
ahall do,”

*OF eoras, a8 You plense, Perhaps
It wotild ha hetter Af wa Just mot no-
canlonally at first. Wa don't want
poopla to talk too much all at once,
do we?"

“I suppone nol. Am @ to tell Mr. |

Albery 1™

“I loave that Lo you, Perbapa a
hint would bs wine. Always remom-
ber, when yon're playing the end of
this game, that It is all my fauit!”
Ho langhed again. He waa on fire
with fealousy of Albery, Just an Al-
bery raged with jealousy of him.

"And you will tell Mrs, Stegle”
sho suggensted, “I would like you to
do that. And It would ba a good way
of gotting It about.”

The man gave a bwinied amile at
thin plece of pheor femininity but
ho said coldiy:

“You, 1 will toll Mrp. Steels when
| hnvn i opportunity, Bat 1 ahall be
grataful 1f you dow't maks It out an
ahnolute bronk, Latrie.”

“AIL tight, thon,” sald Laurle, and
addod guite gally: "I be & groat
rollef to get back to nopmal Hee"

“Thank you,"” retortad Rox grimly.
“You've hesn n brick, I'll gat on Lo
Albery and fix things up, You'll stay
hori the night?

"0l you, I'Il have to. Glnd will be
tired when she gets back from the
rhow, And tomorrow s Saturday
and Mr. Albery won't he up, so |
shall have all day {o move ™

RE.’{ went to the telsphons,

Linris went Into the kilchen,
Bha was sure ha would llke somae
tea. He atill Tooked groy and ex-
haunted and, In a queer way, dif-
farant. Bha had dispensed with Mra,
Budd after the early morning while
hn wan away,

“It's all rlght™ he sald, coming
into the kitohen a fow minutea Inter,
“Albery wan pratty hoastly st fieat,
bhaonuss 1'd not rung him up from
Trelnnd, But, of courss, ha's glad
that 1 dfd the fifght. I'm to have the
bungilow and atart getiing ready at
onee. Ho now the stage s set ngaln
Taurip, this tima for the Anal eur
tatnt™

He went Inta his hadroom to
pack his moager balongings in his
shabhy l"'!ll:"'lna while Laurie got
the ton,

o drank two cups, an i hs waro
thirsiy, hut would not eat anythin

“Well, I'Il be off, Laurle! I sup|
poen we ean hath ba troated not to
minke ldlotie mistakes, 1't! write Lo
Al vour place, they ™
L she sald suddenly, *
ona thing I'd like you to do tor ma
opn of thoas daye,”

“What's 1 T He looked at her,
his wyos Hghiing up with that sager
frankness that sha had known dur
IHg thelr gqueer comradeship of en
mity.

von

i

“lting on veky wal,

‘therd's |

*Taks mas up ln a plane bolor,
wu go off agiln” Sha spoks the
| words mechanically, as it they had
been put inte her mouth, It was an
| uneontroliable Impulss. A momant
| ago wie had not had the slightest
| iea of waniing him te do such a
thing.
| “Why, af course, | shall ba de
| ighted,” he said, Jooking slighily
| blank. “Have you nevar heen up?™

“Yon, once. Last year Mr. Albery
gave a party to all the staff, and
thare wera 1itile Joy trips all day.
I went up and [ loved It And |
would iike to go up again.

“Any time you like," ha sald,

“I'l} 18t you know whien 1 can got
off, Of eourse, Any Sunday.” It wes e
person in n Jdresm who spoke, hut
sha lookad quite natiral,

*“Right, 1ot ma know, Laurle! I'l
go and call the porter now to get
ma a tazl"

Ho eame back nnd stood lonking
atl hor awkwardly, In his strange
groy oves airuggled a thousand
things that no wordn eonld express
What he did sy was commonplaoe
enough.

“It's & nlte hole, this fat, T think
But you'll be glad to get away.”

And, suddenly, ho came ip 1o het
and tald hin band on her shoulder
and said in w hoaree, stiled voloe
“I'm glad you'ra golng away, I'm
gind 'm nol golng 1o ste You any
mere lke this | wanldn't want you
Lo ha ndhr me any ‘more—now—|
couldn’t hear 1t! Good:hye!™

And be was gonn,

AURIE was working with Mark
Allory In his room at the offiee
ten doya laloer.

The time had slipped by, ax perl
ods of 1ife do when the braln and
hoart aro dozed by emoflon. Laele
hnd had & largo amount of apecial
work to o, and hor employer had
hean very 1t tn London.

Whan she Arat left the Aat In
Chalipa nnd returned o her own
roopme, he hod commentoed on It, but
appenced to regard it as oatural,
now that her huaband was at Grat.
ton, preparing tor his geont flght,
and would be Away for soma time
alter ho hnd started on it Ha had
hind very Hitle personal conversation
with her, mestsiing to be absorbod in
hunineas,

But todlay, when they had finlshed
and nhe was just getting up from
hor ehnlr, he came awiftly towards
hor, with hin graceful. catdllen steps,
and Infd his hand on her arm.

“Don’t go! 1 want to talk to you
I have benn thinking of you night
And day, 1 can't sleap for thinking
of you, Why wouldn't you come
down to Gratton on Sunday?”

1 had pao appointmont that |
ooulidn’t break, Mr. Albery. It wm
vary kind of you to ask me*

"Why won't you eomae down and
olay nt the bipgalow? You conld do
your work thoera Just as wall, In
fact, Innt weok you would have hoon
vory usofpl to me. And when 'm
wp here, nuy of the nien can tak
my correspondence”™

"You did not sny I would bo e
ful, Mr. Albory. 161 hnd known you
wanted me, of coursa I would have
wome.*

“Don't ¥ou want (o ba with your
husband "

Laytia felt horselt esloring. The
momant Wad coma, 1t wan tha fArst
opporiunity to do what she and Rex
| had discunned,

“Ia thore anything wrong batwaen
youT" ha wenl on. His voles wae
morn  loneless even than usunl;
His face more Impasalve, Put his
oyed gleamad ‘botwesn his half
closnd | Mds with a watchful fire
“Moore nover mentlons you. I've
seon quite & bt of him. Ha glves
ma tha impression that he doean't
want to talk, so I haven't anked him
anyiting.”

Laurie took the plunge

“We ars not mure that we aro get
M, Albery, We
have decided to part for a time, |
fon't know why Rex diin't tell you.
OF eonraa, ho Ia vory busy. We have
| daetedod not to do anvihineg doflult

| ntil We eomes back from his flght
| "You ean't expect me 1o be
| sorry,” he sald, "Moores doesn't un

|
derstnmd woman [have soen all the

II1rnn that hs makes yon unhappy
| And now 1 supp
ot with that ald trier
Staple™
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* THE FAMILY ALBUM—WATERING THE PLANT

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS

LLIATES

WIFE 1o WATCR HER PLANT  FoR WRTERING CAN BUT
a | | WHILE SHE'S AWRY CAN'T_ FIND I

WATER INGTEAD

raport thelr bellef of the necesalty |
for an early declslon on ‘nllﬂlll\lllnll-;
Ality of the AAA |
Jung thoos, eollected In fuly, drop-
ped more than 811,000,000 from !hr'
May total. and dally treastry recolpts |
indicateg sn aven greatar decline for|
July taxes halng collected this month
For June, 1935, colloctions were l.‘il‘}_-!
250,261, compared with A total of |
043,043 570 for Jupne, 1034
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