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Chapter 28
SILENCE BOUGHT

- _KH I underatand you ars bahind
“ * Moars, air,* Drake went on,
inancing hlm, I feel you ought
nt ho s decelyving you and
overyhody elsa who has been making
=uah 8 foks over him. Hals making
a fool of all the world., Ha ls not
married 1o that glrl he Is living with.
I{ﬁ NAvAr was,

“Indeed!" Albery showed obly
falnt surprise, “Ara you sure of that,
Mr. Drake?"

Pagltive. I had my doubls all the
time, sines I came ovar from Aus-
tralln. My paper would paturally
have walcomed a story about Rex
doore. 80T cabled a friend in Syd-
ney to mnke enquirfes, and the
anawer In that'there In 0o record of
any marriage between Rex Maoors
and poy weman, eltler in Sydney or
anywhers 1o Warrabllla Connty,
where the bride was suppossd to

have been lving"

YDear ma, that s certaltly strange.
Albbry had got the hang of It by
now. Ho lnow that the young man
had leen 1o Roex Moore and been
heavily turned down. His own mind
was lmmediately mado up. “! sup

Eive moel'

"Cortalnly, alr, I conslder It a
shnfneful fraud on the publle. Moore
haa dragied this young woman Into
decent aoclety under false protances.
Wiy, I am told that she has hoen
working in your own firm tor vears!
It beamn o disgracetnl husinass all
rounild. 1 d1d not feel {t right to ledive
youin the dari.” He handed Albery
12 of papers, “Hore are my
& statemants by cable”

oxamined them with ap:
hed interest. Put hin
sy with his own affalre
ba'tris, oF It might oot
¥ wan. This unpleasant
evidently bore s grudge
Ha must have gone

ONE here, Mr. Drake,” bo sald,
=< alter a few moments, with tha

1

aulek s that gave such eharm to
H £alve Eastern face, "l am
Els 1e 1 suppose your
I at you might
gy j6 and ralss
1Eye L FOUE noawapaper
by sedding them a most Intriguing
Aot

Tk was not Tha young
ma o [dan bt had been ta
fdan Hex M in hinemplover's

wards prenented

ol seoop
T ma, but

Fd really

poaa you have evidence that you can [
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“[ am glad you came to me," salo
Albery sunvely, “becausa I am more
interested than most psople in Rex
Moore and his carasr. For the ma
ment 1 don't want his activities i
terfered with. You ses, his private
lita cannot affact his job, As & man
Mr. Drake, you must understand
that,

“l am axpecting him to do some
gond work for me and for aviation
In general. But T quits ses that you
could have profited materially by
your information lo giving it to the
Press, Nothing pays like a good
szandnl nowadays, Bo that [ am pre
pared—In fael, I feel T owa it 1o you
Mr, Drake—to make up 1o you for
your loxs.

“In return for your promiss not
to mention thess facts about Rex
Maora to the press, or to any indl
vidual, {n print ar by ward of mouth,
I will pay you what you might have
expocted as remuneration at the mo
mant. How much wounld that ha?"

“Well, I really ¢ouldn't say, sir.
I'm sure you're vary kind. I don't
ke taking moner, hut I've had a
bad time"

“Shall me sy
pounds, Mr, Drake?"

“U'm nire It's vory genorous, sir”

“And." added Alhery very dellb-
arately, *1 shall be glad of any
furtber Information on the subject. I
will maka it worth your whila. Now,
I hope we understand eazh other. You
can rlog me up and make an appolnt.
ment at any time. [ expect you
wauld prefer notes to n check, I
think I have enough In my safe. 1

will go and fateh (£
A FEW uiloutes later the black
maller wis gone.

A gorry ereature, raflacted Alhery,
but he wonld hinve made use af the
devil himaelt in such a cause.

If his atory was true, then, Laurle
Moors was a llar and a cheat, Sbe
had been assoclated with Rex Moore
in Australla, but the rumor of thelr
marrisge was untrus, snd when she
thought he was dead, sha had possd
an his wife, In order to maka aa
muych an she could put of 1L

And Moore, when hs came hack
and found her {in England, had for-
glvan her the deception, becaiss It
sulted him.

That did not makas har any loss
deslrable in Albary's eves. It dld not
anol the flama of his passion far her.

In fact, It brought her nearer to
kim, evan though he kpaw that she
loved Hex Monra. In spite of his in-
tatuntlon; be did not want to marry
hor, [f thin ware trie, then It gave
him a better chance.

Agalnst Rex Moore his acconnt
wan plling up. Rex Moors had mnila
a fool of Klm. Rex Moors had the
woman he wanted.

Hia pelf-eateom was wounded, and
It made him pltilass.

From that moment the {dea taok
root In his mind, and ffom that
moment hin whole enorgles wors

two hundred

hent to earry it out. Flxad. Implaea:
bie, merclless; It becama an ohses
slon

Hex Mocys must be got out of the
wiy,

Rex Moors answered the telephons
In the Chelssa fint about alx o'clock
In ths avening, s fow days Intor

“In that vou, Rex? Lauris ppeak:

I'.z:; 1 shan't be ahle ta get hack tor
fdlnger. Mr. Albery has to work
o | tate

Moore frowned at the lostrument.
(Crpyright, 118, Covalle Sranton)
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CRATER LAKE NATIONAL PARK,
Oce., Aug. 0. —(8ply—A tomal of 42.-
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history of the park company, in view "
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ASNs MOTHER CAN HE
HELP HER PACH,AND 15
10LD To BRING THE PILE
OF CLOTHES FROM HIS
ROCH

1510LD YES, AND 70 HOR

REURNS 10 HIS ROOM
RY, AND CRRRIES IN HI§

AND SHOUTS 1T 1SN ON
THE BED, IT'5 ON A BORT, ASKING CAN SHE
CHAIR BESIDE THE BED.  PACK I, HE'D LIRE 10
15 THAT WHAT SHE MERNS? -TAKE If ALONG

BRINES PILE, WHICH
SNYT THE PILE 10 GO
INTO TRUNK, MOTHER
MEANT 1 BRING THE
PILE THAT'S ON THE BED

BFYER SOME AREUMENTT MOTHER CRIES 10 LOOR  RESCUES SHIRT BUT K ASKED O HELP |
RETURKS BDAT O Mis  oUT HE'S TRAILING ONE  SPILLS REST OF MOTHER GE1 THE PACKING]
ROOM AND PICKS UP  OF HIS 6HIRTS. DINES  ARMFUL DONE BY 60ING OUT 10,
PILE OF CLOTHES ORI LAY
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YOU STOP THAT SMCKERIN.
DIANNIE/ \WRAT IB | AM A SEMTUENTAL
OLD FOOL 7 THATG MY BUSINESS ANTT?

[ BUT MARCAP, | SURE WOULD LIKE 1|
T'HAVE YOU AN' LONESTAR SOMEWHERES
SO | COULD KINDA RUB YOUR <OFT
NOSES CHCE (M
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