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Chapter 24
THE MEETING
T WAS nows to Rex Moore that

Laurie and hor siater had spent
tho woek nad nt tha Albery lousa
y. Well, why not? Al

Hn the cot
bery was evidently tn love with

|Laurie. And L\hon they parted, he

nnd slie, when thin farce had played

{taal 11, Albery wounld no doubt
mA or, And it wou!ld be a groat
maich for haer and s splandid lifa

What had It got to do with him?
She woald bave done very well out

of heltig his widow for two years.

Ha stiflod nn angry laugh, as be

[rosa to go.

But tis was golug to do very well
out of 1L too, He was golog to get
jeverything ha could out of Albsry.
This fAight, after two years, bad
ibaen ik tha tasts of blopd to a
tiger, and It wae only thtough Al-
bary that ha could continus his ca-
reer.

Liairls was alofio in the sitting:
room when Rex camo back.

“Ciladya told mo you wera here”™
gho gald, Her voloe was cold, but
elin took an Inveluntary step for
warld, 48 hér eyes mat bls, “You
might bave let me know,"

*I'm sorry | didn’t think of it,” he
answarad. His voles was rough, *I'd
clean forgotten that your slster was
bora and that 1 anght to do the prop
or thing. But, after all, it will make
things eanier for you for her to know
from the Arst that I'm an unman
nerly boort"

Her volca was withering.

“I've had smough of L You've
ecovared yourself with glory agalo,
haven't you? Mr. Albery thinks the
world of you. Your position with him
is guite enfe. We con make an and
of it now, can't wal"

“That was the lant questlon you
arkod ma befora I went to Aftfcs,”
ho rominded her. “You aasm ta
think of nothing elsa.”

“Why sbiould IT It was our bar
Ealn, wasn't 1t

“Yea—" And then, all In & mo-
ment, ha looked at ber, and sha was
quite different. She was not the
pima girl. He conld not explaln 1t
o did not understand. But for the
first tima he saw her blue eyes, sofl
and dark, ke sapphires. and har
glossy chesthut balr, and s knsw
that ale was bedutiful, destrabile,
wondorfull. And he sald to himaelt,
“Hue | don't want to make an end
of 1L1"

Afid s oyes hald Laurio's, and,
mirangely onough, It was the same
with her, Bho saw hitm for tho frst
time, Wis strength, the floe, lean
polsa of hin bead, the deed, com:
peillng gazo of hisx grey eyves, tha
sufden pulsating bumnoity of him
whon ha amiled, Sho saw him, aplen.
dlid, wandertul—tha most wondartul
man In the warid,

And she sald to herselt—"What's
the matter with meY He bnan't
changed, Ho's Rex Mooro—no, be
len't! Ho's tha Rex Moore | dreamed
of! 1 doa't hate him any more. |
want to go' close to bhim, | wapt to
Ethy with blm, I don't wapt to go
AWAY

x ND becauss a waomao is alwayn
‘ winta frightened whaon she dis
covera that ahe loves a man than a
man s when hae' dincovers he loves
a womin, Laurle suddanly gave n
atified little ery and hurrled to the

Goodnight!*

out his hand, but ahba
m, Bhe was shiaking
fo wan tarrified of
wn, when he would pick
i and rhn woild be lost.

b

v ol
dd

1y, oven lils voles was oew! It
It draw her to bim; it
i tier henrt. But thore was
ohiy one thought o her mind—lo
i 3 him
" Al called
¥, 't Urad. We
vor In the morn:

with him. Why should 17 What would
he think? How he would laugh! It
would just appeal to hils crusl sense
|of humor that | should end up by
| falling fo love with Lim!

“It will be all right in the morn-
l{og," she comforted hersalf. *“It
| must be thls ridiculous artificial life.

|0t courss, it's all rubbish. My

neryves ara io pisces. When we sep-
arate, there's Mrs, Stoels waiting
for him. Of course, ha'll marry ber.
Look what sbe can'da for hlm with
all her money. Ha'll ba quits inde
pondent of Mr. Albery—of every
hody. The firet thing he did when he
got back was to go to sco her.”

And so on, round and round In 8
clrele, the same thoughia, all merg
fog Inta the memory of Rex Moora's
volee that bad auddenly caught har
hoart, saying:—"But Laurle, I'va
got & lot to tell youl™

Rubhish! What could he have ta
tell her?

With Rex Moors {t was different
To begin with, be wan physically
and montally exhausted after his
arduous filght, and ke slept quite a
gond deal,

But whan he dld wakes up now and
then, and especislly aftar dawn, hin
thoughts did run on somewhat the

| snme lines na Laurie’s, although he

wan not no ahattarsd an ahe was by
tha discovery, but more angry with
himnalf.

UMight bave muda a fool of my-
pelf” be reflected. “What aver
would alie have thought? That | was
cragy; no doubt, 1 think T am. But
thara 1648, L helleva I'm In lova with
her, How ridlouyléus! She hates the
sight of me."

AND p5 on and so on, tha samse
¢ thoughts, all merging into the
maemory of Laurie’'s face, aceing 1t
an f for the firet tima—thae soft blue
ayen, the lovaliness of tha Ilittle
trambling smile, the suddan apponsl
to hin manhood, the flarce dealrs to
taka hor in his arms, And then the
hiankness whan she hurried out of
tha room with llght, carelans words
of rabuff, like & alap o tha face

Whall, anyhow, he hadn't given
himasll away.

Prosantly, he was sploahing o his
¢old bath, and planning to spand the
whola of tha day on the last of the

nrifelen for the American newspapar,

Ha had writtean all the othare
while on his trip, walting for tha
rasolle party to feteh the missing

alrmen, Ha had had no sleap for two

whole nights. Whon this ons was
writton, he would ha abla to pay
back half the money Albery had Innt
him, That would give bim p freer
hmnd,

As to Wands Steels and his debt
ta her, he would have to find some
way of nnttiing thal

Hin dincovery that be had failen
1o love with the girl who wabs sup
posed to be his wife, therelore, had
undoubtedly nltbred i outlook oun
Ite, but it had not altored Wl world
an was to bo the case with Lanrin

Lautle oame {nto the dinlngroom
when Rex Had Just Oplshed his
tireakifant. She looked very smari
and eaol in her neat dark blue ofMee
attire, anid sha asnmad to bo In High
spirite, although her oyes had »
somawhat fixed exprosalon,

Gludys had gons to rehisaraal 1o
Finabury Park, whera they ware
apaning In another week's tima
While they wara b the nearer aub
urbe. who wans ptaying in the fat;
but, later, when they went farthm
aflald tha troupe would have to livs
inlodgings agnin

Lauris had had her broakfast wilt
Yer sinter an kour ago. Rex had beer
for a run around Battersoa Park be
fare his, on biy was his custom

"Well, you sald wa conld talk
better In the mornlng” he sald
“"Hava you tlme now "

“It you Ilea. 1 am ot dues at the
office for threequartera of an hour.”

That touched bim on the raw, as
from oow onwarids avery referenc
to her assoclation with her emplorer
nust do

"1 understand you bhad something
you wish to discuss” he mald

gruffly

His ¥olce and manoer r.m!mlrd

it Laurle, v got & lot to tell |

ug, sleopless hours
fo wald to harself, |
I muat be mind 1 can't be lo love |

her of the man in the train the Arat
day thay had met And [t camea to har

|m.'\rn that from that momant this

spark had baen "struck ftrom her
tetug that was now allght and that
made her furlous and miserabla at
tha samn lime

Yes, 1l wan true. Moruing badn't
changed IL She wasn't mad; ha mat.
tared more to her than anything o
the world

rCapyright. 1020, Coralis Stantan)

Tomerrow, Max and Laufis try
ta plin thelr future.
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SHOE TROUBLE By GLUYAS WILLIAMS

PERSUADES FAMIY 10 BECOMES UNEASILY A~  TRAUDG O FIND A PIACE  SMIKLES IN RELIEF AMD IR
JOIN HIM FOR BRISK \WARE OF SDMETHING 10 S DOWN, REMOUES  RIES AP(ER FAMILY. SMILE
SUNDfY AFIERNOON N HIS SHOE SHOE WHILE HOPPING ON  FADES 45 HE REALIZES
WAL ONE FOOT, AND EMPHIES 1 ORIECT 15 STHL IN SHOE

v y
‘ 1AXES 1 OFF ABAIN SO PEAULANTY fo  6E15 K ROCK AND TOUNDS, HOBRLES AFER FAMDY)
MAIHTAINING BALANCE  FAMILY 10 WAIT FOR HIH,  HIfTING THUMB MORE  ~ CRLLING PLAINGVELY HE

Wril DIFFCULTY, AND  HE HAS 10 FIk WIS SHOE.  OFTEN THRN NAIL WaN 10 60 HDME
FIKDS 'S A NAlL FAMILY DOESNT HEAR NOW. DOESNT CATCH
5P WiTH THEM FOR
THREE BLOCKS
$s 7-31 (Oopyright. 1385, by The Ball Byadicate, Inc.)
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