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Chaptar 17
TABLEB TURNED
*MALAD, | don't llke the idea of
you plekisg up with men Hke
that™ went on Laurie. *Is e young?™

*Falrly. Not a kid. 1 baven't any
,use for Intants, old girl I met bim in
Manchester first, It you want to
know tha whola dreadful truth. |
rather think he cams to Liverpool—
vot just by chance.”

“Yeu menn he followed you? Has
‘ha asked youdo marry him, Glad?”

“Kind of hinted that I'm the only
'girl in the world.”

“Are you in love with bim1"

“1'1ike him a lot”

*Have you heard from him since
you've boen herot"

Glnd shook her head.

Bo that was the reason of her dash
to the pustman and to the telephone
bell,

Laurfe's anxiety was not much
allayed. At the Jame time, on the

surface, there was nothing uncom-
mon In a lovely girl on the stage

making friends with a rlch young walf

man. It wan Laorie's oaturs, her in
tenso capacity for emotlon. There
wan something matoronl in her de
wotion to her young slster.

“l suppote 'm silly,” she anld,
looking lovingly at the girl. “But
you'ros stch a child to moe, Glad, and
you'rs ‘so terribly pretty. I your
triond writea or comes to London.
you must ask him here and let me
moet him."

She dared not go on and ask other
things sha wanted so much to know
—how far it had gone, whether the
young man had lklased Glad, whether
Ba really meant atything. But,
shp conld see him, she wonld know

“He's bound to turn up,” sald Glad
complacently. ¥l gave Mim my ad
dress. You'll ba crazy about him.
Ha's got ‘It" all right. And he anyw
I've got lots of sex appeal”

This upnet Laucle again, and rat
tled hor so much that shie spoke ds
If she heraell were very wisa and
vary hitter, and knew man inside
out
: Gind gave a lttlo shriek of lsugh:
.

*If only the girls could hear you!
You ought to do one of your comic
turns on the stage, Laurfe! 1 ean
lopk after myaelf,” alie added con
Adently, “And 1t's all vary well for
you to prench, you've got your hus
bind bagk agaln and yvou'ra in for'a
lite aof thrilla,

“What's Le really Jke, Laurie?
You hayen't told me anything, bard:
Iy. In bis an wonderful as you thought
when you marrled Mim? You were
& queser girl, never talking mbout
him aftar you thought he was doad—
you were alwayas the same old
oyster! By the way, Jimmy tanght
oo (o eal oysteys—ihnt's If | hove
enough champagna! Tell me about
Rax Moore, old girl! Does he know
how to makn lova?"

Laurio flushed. Thors was a curd
ous quality about Gladys's wide
grov-hlue eyes It seomod sometimes

Congo hundreds of miles from any
where. Finding them was just tha
mixture of genfus and common-sanse
that Moore is famoun for. He hasn't
lost his cunning. You must be very
proud of him."

“The poor men wara hurt, you
sald, Mr. Albory1™ Laoris asked.

“Apparently rather badiy. Bat the
wireleas said they had already got
a rascus party on Its way. Anyhow,
they'ra alive, and they wouldn't be
but for your husband."

Laurle, curlonsly snough, did feal
a lttls glow of pride. and immedf
ataly took harself to task for it

“NMr. Wilmer Jonss must ba vary
wonderful too, Mr. Albery” ahe
sald,

“OF course,” He looked at her, as
pha bent over her nots book, ready
tor work. Har volca sounded cold to
him, with a raw edge oo It Ehe was
unhappy. Now he wam sure of It
*Jonea s an experienced airmay and
a good fellow, But thera fz only one
Rex Moore."

As ha weont through his corres-
pondonce, dictating letters and
notes for reforance, pobody would
have thought from his dark, Impas-
slva face that he was [nwardly eon-
sumed with s passion for his bual-
ness-like secretary that was growlng
overy day. Least of all, Laurls her-

For Mark Albery, with his wealth,
apd his Intriguing personality, met

tha most benutifol and gifted women -

of the day, and cotild have had his
plek of them. And yet It was Laurie
Moore whom he deslred with a flerce
Intensity that was actually threat-
anlng to {nterfera with his life.

\ HEN he had finlshed, and she
staod up, with her baok In her
hand, her faco caught u shalt of sun-
{ight through the window, and those
little lines of anxloty and distress
thowed plalaly round hor eyes and
mouth, '

Albgry went up to har, as she was
moving towards the door,

“Forglva me, | ean't halp think-
ing you ars unhnppy,” he said in' n
lnw volee.

*0h, no!™ Bhe drew back a llitle
seared by the expression in bis ayes
This lite of subterfoge and pretens:
made her afrald (n &1 her deallngs
with him.

“l axpected you would not admi
It. You are so brave," ho wont on.
“But you ean trust me. | wish you
would. In anything wrong?"

“No, thank you, Mr, Albery.”

*l can't help teeling that you find
your {ifa with Moors not what you
expected,” tie peralated. his amooth
volee envoleping ber fn o warm at
monphora of sympathy.

"l=wa—"" Laurle stammerod, 1
meat, (t s a Higle diMeult for Rea
and me ta got used to one another
agaln It sooms strange. That's all)’

“Hea ls kind to you 1"

“Oh, yos!" She was parplexed, and
wo'confused that she overlooled the
fmportinence of his queationa. Hhe
summoned up all her seolf-coutrol
Rex Moore bad beon so snsphatie
about thelr keeplng up the farce up
tl he éama back.

She did not think tt would ba wise
to hint to Albery that they migly
not gt on wall togother, as she had
donn to Gladys That was not in thel
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fay*, mercilens insight. Into your Albery took. hier hand,

seoret thoughts and your inmost
heart. Laurls had memories of that
plereing vislon when she had fist
had to Us o har sister after Nax
Moore's supponod death.

“It han heen rtather a diMeult
tima," she mald stiffy. Tha words
eame to her Upn unbldden. “You aee,
Rex and | have to gol to know each
other all dver again"”

*Aand 1 sapposs you'rs (n a stew
bechune ho's gone off agaln s soon 7"
piut in Uindys, with an arch assump
tion of knowledgs that roused Lau:
rie's temper. Stie had naver basn so
angry with her sister before, and
burat out with what she Immedistaly
felt to he a moat imprudeat retort.

“If aver anything should happen
and you wera unhappy. you muast
come and tell me,” he sald. "1 shal
always be there, 1o halp you, to de
anything 1 ¢an for you ™

She looked at him with glowing
oyes of gratitude, And then, sud
denly, ahn rocelvad a violont shook

Albory's volee sounded In her
earn, thick and trembling.

“You fdon't uoderstand—1 am un
happy about yoi, You came too lata
inte my e, Don't you see® [t 18
tore than | ean bear to wateh you—
warried to another man! Happy
with bim. as you spy! Whea | love
you--when | lave you!"
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