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Chapter 20
MAN BEMUSED

UY was looking st tha honse,

father® mald Allson. “He'd
coma down to see It and wantsd to
look at It again”

Sho frownoed at her father’s wlight.
Iy nceptical face and tapped impa
tlently with her fool. *Oh, | know
it =ounds quaer, hls wtaylog and
everything, but it wasn't. If you'd
heen there you'd have done just the
same!"

Robert frowned. I don't know
that I'm partlcularly pleassd about
bis staylog thers with syou all
night,” ha began, but the girl cpt In
flercely.

*You wouldn't hava mindad—not
one hit—unti] she started Interfer
Ing!"

“Allson!™

*1 know, father! But there are
Umits! Just becauss she dossn't
Iika me's no reason why she ahould
bargs Into my affalrs! It's no bunl-
ness of hers, I'm grown up now and
murely I can maka friends (f | ko
without naking her?”

Nobert put out a hand and draw
bis daunghtor townrds him. "Now.
my dear, listen,”

“I don't want ta listen! I think
It's horribla! Just heeauss m man
helpa ma when I'm In & Jamn, ahe
hoa to think—to make you think—
oh!™

Allgon broka down: the straln of
dayx of anxiety, of her nlght's vigll
In the old bouts aod today's dis-
tross; all guthored Into that one
cloud-burst of tears. Bocause she
soldom eried, hecause ba had never
§ean har so upket, Mobert was al-
most shockod. Ha gathored her in-
to his arms, noothing her with pet
pamen and kinsan until hor last slow
saha subaldad.

“I'm  morry.” 8he wrenched her
el frea, dried hor face.

“There. Yon'ra overtired, that's
aIL" Like all men, Robert Rede at-
tributed any fomlnlne emotlon to
phyelcal causes. “But you musta't
think, my pet, that Daphne dpvsn't
ke yait, She'a only tap antlous to
ba friands, Allson, and was a littls
hurt bocause you didn’t weem to 1ike
haor.

“Sha means so much to me, 1
ecan't boar tothink that you and
she won't get on. Poor little thing.
sha had such an awful Ume-—fancy,
sha wun marciad st Alteen to n par-
tect brute yedrs older than she wan
who tronted her most ahominably,

“Lots of womin would have laft
him, but Daphue stuck to him, even
whin he got I, nnd nursed him
bersell through the two yesra thar
ha was {1l And then;, whon he died,
sho found that ha'd gambled every
thing he'd got away and luft her
abyolutsly pouniless! 1 téll yon,
whan 1 think of him, | sos fed! If
only 1 can give her a Htila twppl
nena'"”

Suddenly, tmpulaively,
turned snd kissed him,

"I'th Borry, doar!™ That wan truas;
she was aorey for her outburst, "1
won't agnin. 1 expoot wa'll get on
aplendidiy when wo lknow each
othier, It was pligy of Mo 1o be up
sot .., only, well, Ilave yan sb, and
| CHE

*Jonlous, Of course; It's natural.
Children do* Rohert was not con
sclous of quoting. “But you needu't
ba. | want you both: and sle wiunts
both of us, partenlarly you. Hy the
way, I'va got sbmothing for you-1
monnt at frat to give you n chook
for Afty poands and thon I thought
you'd rather have thin"

Allson

E folt'In bis pocket, draw out »

Jowel case, Allson tonk ML Ins
mlde, on a dark hlue valver Hulog,
lay a turquoise and dlamond pens
dant. A protty Uitle pondan:.

"1 got Daphne to ehoosn it tor you
whila we wors i Nice, | thought aba
eauld plek one beltar than | conld,
sha's gob such goad taate 11's & ‘wel
eoma home' prassnt”

YIt's Just Jowely! Thank you so
much, darling. Thank bor too for
o8 Not (6r worlds at that moinent

| ovet

| 1t was worth any. iie, shie toid her
solf, to ane Him smile liks that
pguln, If tarquolses do not b0k thaly

Dest with red, well, what matier?
| GOnly when she went up to bed,

taking aff the pendant, she notjced
| sbmathing which made her stoop,
poer closely at the bright platinum
metting of the jawal.

The ring by which It hung upon
tha chaln wan allghtly. thinner at the
top, worn into & tiny groove! All
son's lips twisted a il as she
atared down st the fews,

Second hand! At best not wortk
more than thirly pounds, it was not
aven new! Bhe began to vistalize
how Duphne Sumers could afford
her hofrdresser and that chic Parly
drens!

Well, 1t was the thought, nfter
nll, which counted; Hher father's
thomight.

Sha put tha Jewel sway tenderly,
thinking of bim; suddanly, with a
pang of dismay, Allnon remembered
nhe had asked Guy to lunch, Ha
would arrive tomorrow, expecling
th lunch with her father, How coyld
shn e#xplain to him that the 1nvita:
tlon was off?

Tomorrow Daphne was th luteh,
which madae 1t all the mora awk-
ward! Allson knew that she counld
not fape o meal with Daphna and
Guy foellng all the time that hor

sugpect. Sha kunew that alin waild
give horseit away, ba shy aod
bo miserahla with tha thought pres
ol always tiat those two were
Inoking at her, trying to detect

or that Guy was o crool!

Conld who got hold of him and
plit him oft? It sho did, would ho
guess what had happined, never
come Bgain? He was not the kind
of porsun who would thrist Him.
solf foto a houna wheore ho wan not
wnnted! Hut that would be unbear:
ahln!

e had n sense of chilly desola-
tlon ns she stood thers, such n ganve
of loss that shie was foreed to face
the truth.

Sha wanted more than anything
on earth (o s00 him again!

“I'HAT shoild she do? Sha wae
still wondering nexl diy.

Daphno appeared at half  pust
twelve, in a taxl with balf n dozen
lnrge parcnls and, while Perter set
ted with the delver, she oponed the
parcala In the lbrary and showed
tho eontents to Alison, Huge flat
hooks of wallpppors and o ninsk of
tarnlshing fabrien,

“I wohdered If you'd help ma
darling, to chbore my naw coloring
for tha rooms upatalra?™ She had &
gavhing way of.uslilng. "1 fae] sure
you'vo got & wondarful ¢olor sensel™

Allwon looked up stortied from
tha Istter ahe was wrlling.

“The rooms upstairs’ But |
thought father was giving up this
houwe?™

“He did think of It," agread
Daphne alrily, “biat we've tniked It
over &nd wa fool that'd ba & pity
After all, we must have a houss Io
London, too, while sott are growing
up. It'a not as Af he couldn't atford
It In 127 The swift glance atio aho
at the girl dropped away unsatiafied
for Allson knew nothing of hes
father's afMalrs,

“Which roomin are yoll golpg te
flo upT™ she anliod.

“Our bedroom and the Httle st
ting room 'm taking for my bow
dole* Mra. BUmets apread out w»
length of pattorned allk. “Look,
Isn't thin superb?

"Rathor expousive, fsn't 1t AlL
non. ventured,

“Oh. with furnishing stufts it paya
to got the best,” sald Mra. Sumoers
Hghtly. "Let's go upsinirs, shall wa!
Or wonld ¥ou rather ot 2

“No, no! I'd Jove 1o, Alison rose
hastily. anxfoua to mike amenda for
her explosion Inst night

Watehing  Daphne, more than
ehle In & brand-now navy bloe eonf
trlmuned herally whth mink, 8 navy
Arana Just touchsd with scarlet and
a Rebonx hat, drifting round the
rovms which had once boen her own
mother's, laying armfuls of exotle
fabrics on the exquisite ombrotd:
eries worked by the dond woman,
Wi surely punishment snough!

“l think zabra’'d fook marvellons
horg-=with blneck lacqusr and red
sushions—don't you think so? Only
then I'd just have to have ginse
the frn—but porhaps you's
| iike Lhat portr w of your mother In

wonld Allkon bave sall sloud what -.l-uut badroom T

was In Her heare—thnt sha would
rathar have lind s pressnt at half
tho price chosen by her father him
salf,

Blie put it round hor nock, fasten-
Ing the tiny platinam chatn and
looked At herssll (n the glass, “It's
foat porfect, lsn't 0

“Fathor thought Ke'd ke that
ploturs movad to tha lbrmary, or (o
| hia dressing room,” put In Allson

He mettioned it lant night at din-
| nee”

(Copyrizht, 1010, Beelon M. Winch)
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19-wweoks summer sesalon
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Préaident Walter Redferd an
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‘-me'-'r of arts degree at Ieachen”
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duct an omervation room st the Lir-
ooln Tritning selionl, Thla oom Wil
be Open 1o ocbhservera At all times
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work becsuse the teaching altuaticy
t A1l he ay poarly WA poasible that o
the raml school, and the methois
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