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EYNGPEIS: Alaon Brde s mant-
iy Rer father's fancde, and not
likimg her, Daphne Sumars (o hord,

and hns, Allson seer, complelely
hilad’rt Rer father. Allaon de a kit
e hemused kerseif, with Guy Wes-
turm., Guy Ras redvued Alison from
g tad predicoment, and (n #pite of
hin vagua air' of mpatety, Alisan
lkes onmd trunta him, Alisos, Mr.
Bede, and Daphne are Roving {ea

Chapter 17
INBINUATIONS

AL!SON rulped down her tea and
sat the cup down as aho got up.

Fhe anld conventionally to Mra.
Bumers, “1 do hope you won't think
ma a0 frightlully rude if 1 rush
away?! The truth s, I've & frantie
hoadachs, and | want to take an
aspltin and lla down hefora dinner.
These |ast feaw days hare beaen
mather tiring™

“0Oh, my dear!" Daphne struck
an attliude, registering remorse.
“And it's all my fault! OCh, 1t fa?
Bob told ma. 'm w0 tecribly sorry!
You ane, he gave ma bis telégram
to sopd off and 1'd ons ol my own,
and somehow 1 most've muddied
them up, 1 ean't think how™

"It was the fault of thoms ldiots
at the talegraph ofMce.’” Intarjectad
Rabaerl.

"No! I'm sure it was my faunit™
Daphue Insfated. “You ses | sent
both telegroms over the telephons
and | was . m hurry. mosting Fout"
She patted bis hand. “And | forgot
tto make them ropeat the talagrams
 bhetore I rang off. Bo Allson munt've
got the ona meant for Hargips, It
I'd had the falntest notion I'd bhave
[ruahnfl down to Warlsy myaelf, but
X naver droamt!”
| “How could you?" sald Rolert
fondly. “Anyway, all's well that
snds well, lsn't 1t, Allwon?"

But the girl did not answer. Sho
wia dtarlog at Mrs, Sumoers who
was saying “But it lan't welll The
poor child might bave got & cold!
Those wrotched tenants loft the
whals plice in the moat frightful
mudidle. Why thars wasn't sven a
‘blanket in the houss, snd—m=~"

"Than—than—IiL's yaur housal”

The words cama out alowly, an it
they were belng squoszad out of
Allson's 1ps,

“The Croft House?
wald Daphne Sumara brightly,
my hopas™

Oh, yes”
“it's

V7 OUR house” *Alison repeated
the two words as it sha eonld
Bardly grasp the fact.

“Yas? Wha? Thote wasa tinge
of sharpness now In Daphna's volce.

“Uh, wothing, Only, 1 hadn't
thought of 1t belog yours, that's all"
sald Allvon quickly,

*I don't lve there, of course,”
sald Mreao Sumors, *1 can't afford
to—and auyway, ita too full of mom-
ofles, Unpleasant memoties” She
gave s faint sigh, tollowed by & slile
gianco of gratitude directed at Rob-
ert. “IUs beon furnlshed 1o 1ot bt
now I'va sold (. But i I'd ouly
roaliznd that the telograph offios
conld mako a aitly mistaka llice that!
Howavar, your fatlier tells me you
weren't qulte alone.”

“No. Fortunately” Evary fbra
of Allson's being wis awake now,
alort; her mind kept puzsling over
this new discovery, [ld the tele-
graph ofon really make mistakeaT
After all, they handla inoradible
numbers of telegrama! lpstinetive
distrist mude ber the more suspt
efoun, An uniiikely tals, that twa
telegrama could got mixsd—and yat,
what bad Mrew, Sumers ghlnod hy
that night vigil?

“Hob tells ma that & mont attrae
tye roung man oame o ¥Your rems
eus!™ Daphne gava a lttle arch
lavgh. “You know, Allson, {f you
wersn't s young, U'd mlmont sls
pect thut ¥ou hadn't trled very hard
to got In touch with ust™

For & moment Allson conld not
reply: ahoer indigoation choked her
and in har vast annoyance her
ehonks  Aushied untll the eolor
sproad right down Wer neck,

"Look! She's  blushicg! You
know, Bob, [ helieve I1t's time you did
g6t momeone to look after har!
Fathorn don't know aversthiog, de
they ™

Robert Hede took his deughter's
hand.

"l think wa're differant from most
fathars god danghters, arent wat”
he snld kindly,

“Vary differsnt.” Allson toand hor
volce with na effort. “When Mra,
Sumers Kuowa os both bhetter, sha'll
find that out™

My dear, | wan anly foking™
AD, Ipstant, leaw than an (natant,
Mra. Samars dropped her arch man:
ner, herame aity, soothing
Your father has told me 50 muech
about yoir that | feal | o kunow rod, |
Almost an wall as | Kdow hini"

It wan ilka fencing, thought All
won; thrust and parrr. Every word
earrying tta hididon, doubie purppee
—the effort to (mpresa Robert com

et

bined neatly with s warning ta AN:
non harself that sha wis now meraly
the unnscessary third,

Innataly honest and sincars her-
anlf, hatlng subterfuge of every
kind, tha girl's dlsgust was tinged
with fear. In her own fashion, a
narrow, aloglaminded  fashlon,
Daphne was clover; reluctaptly
Alison admitted {t to harssif.

Bhe addod now, “I'm sorry that |
didn't meet the ¥oung man 1
would hava kad to thank him, And
your father tells me that he's
charming.”

“You will meet him, for | hope
be's coming bere to lunch Eald
Robert,

ERE™ For s momant Allsou
would have aworn thst
Paphon bl nehed; thae rougs on har
chaaks brightoned and stood out in
two plok patelies; thers was par-
haps ten saconds inthrval bafors her
amooth, *"Oh! That's very nics ...
when 1"
1 havon't aakad him yet. You'll
have to ring him up, Allson.”
*Youve ot his sddress, then?™
Mra. Stmers sald that lightly.
“As a matter of fact, | haven't.
I torgot to sk him for 1" the girl
was carefully easual
“You con look It op Io the Lale
phona book, 1 suppose.” Daphne
spoka quite abarply, “What's hia

name?
“Westurn.”
*Oh? 1 don't know the nape,

What is he llkeT Your father conld
only toll me thut be had good man-
aers!™” She lnughed, but there was
no ring now In her lnughter. She
hnd reached out for m clgaret and
wns buky with the mateh,

“LikeT (b, I don't know, quite,”
taturned Allson.
“You dlde't notice whether he

was falr oy dark?™ But behind tha
Joking words, Mrs. Sumers’ syms
challenged, wary and anxinus

“Ob! «Oh, [ wuan Dark”

"Tallr

"Yon, tlort

"What wart of sgn?"

“I don’t koow., [ ahold think
nround about thicty, wouldn't you?"
Allsom appealed ta bor tather,

HNot mara than thirly.” agroad
Rohert.

“What I bal" Daphne Bumars
appealed now to her fianoe,

“An architeat, ho apld, didn'tbe 1

Allson nodied.

“Married ! asked Daphne aljarp:

"You ankad bim thae? That with
o faint, sneoring smile whioh fnrred,

“No, He just happened to tell me™
Allpon Kept ler volea cold and lavel

HEopne. DI you 181l him Who yon
were?" Thera wan mors thian s Hint
of mockery lu that,

*Weoll, naturally.'”

“Rathor romantic!

“What do you moan? The chals
lenga slipped one hefors Allgon conld
atop 1L,

“Nothlng,® sald Daphne  lanos
diently, "It In rither poimnntle, that's
AIL Hexcun of & youug giel at night
In & lonely house, Braikfast (o tha
Witehon, the whola thing, ixn't 1t7”

“Hronkfiust in the kitehen® fob:
art was frowning,
*dp't AMlson tell you ™ Her eve

krows went Up, her ayan to tha girl's
face. “Ob, my dear! | gather be
atayod thers all nlght. They lad
broalfast In tha morning—Inn't that
tight?™

“Qults right.”

*Yon dida't tell me”
looked troubled now,

“I didn’t thiok It worth mention:
g aald Allron, gqulte truthfully.
"I'm only wondsring how Mre. Sum-
pra knan”

"MeT Ob, | weant down there yas-
tordny to wilch my stuf belng
maved out dnd found breakfant still
on the table!™ Mra, Sumers langhed,
“I couldn’t think what had hap-
pened! By tho way, won't you call
e Daphna? Thare's not all that dit.
faronoa  balwonth our ages, you
knnw!™

“It von would
agrond

L owould, My dear, don't ook so
serfoun! T'm wire that vous adven
tdre was quite—harmiess, Waan't
T Again, she appealed to Robert,

1 don't exnotiy sae what siss 1
coald do." anid Allson hotly,

Muobart

rather,” Allson

"You eonidn't o anyihing
dlne” agreed Mre Sutiars qulckly.
'Only=—""8hn looksd &t Robert. =1

think rour futhar's thinking thay if
ke had boen & vory nlos Young man,
ha would have waniged o spend
the might alsewhare! Tan't tiiat (¢}
|'FI||' you Monw, Fab,
gotieration I more
oare.”

tha vounger
caxunl than
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THERES A STRAMGER
INSIDE AN | DONT KNOW
WHO HE 1=

| DONT GER WowW HE
COULD HELP HEARIN'
SO, BT MAYRE ITS
ALL FIGHT =HE SEEANS

A HXE A GOOD FELLOW =

WELL, LETG FIND
OUT WHO HE (S —E
DIDN'T HEAR WHAT

1SAID, DID HE?
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