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only nicer than hor mental pleture.

*Nothing, Only, well, you look dif-
terant today.”

“You mean properly drossed?
Dan't you lko ST 'l go baek snd
change!” Heo wis so comioally In
earnont that sho laugheil.

“Don't do that! 1 do liks {L" She
reloasod hor hand from o shake that
bad already Instod half & minute

1 thought I'd just run round and
make mire that yon wera nons the
worse,”

“Not & bit. And father's recover
fog,” she reported,

“D'you think he'd mind If wo went
ot and snutelied a bite of lunch to
gothar? Thal's what [ really came
for. 1 want 1o tali to yon."

“I'd love to!"

“Good. Come on then, You don't
want 1o prink do you®"

“No, but 1 must rnn and Inave a
monsagn for tather”

Y¥au lke I

"1 adore It! Oh, oh,  (hey're
vooking It all over thore, Grilla
wayn fnocinate me. I'd love to cook
but our cook at home gots hofty if
I go Inte hor kitehen, I think that
must ta the best part of belng poor
—qone can do whitone Hken onesslf.”

WONDER It you'd really s jg™
“1 know | shonld™ Alldon was In
earnest. Yoo soe, wa've llved msc
much in hotels and places, and then
my tima at schonl—and when I'm
home, fathar Uhen to entertain his
fripnds and wunts nie to e with him
=I've never roally heen pllowed to
hava any fin of that sort, But it's
always hoon my dream to own n very
Hetla housa and o it all mysalf!®
“A vory lttla hanne.” ha repested
it alowly, hla eyea on her face.
*Yos—and a large cooking apron!™
Innghed Allsom
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“No, Nonol | don't think sa" He
turned rather quickly to the door
“Loak hore, I'll go down and gat the
oar started up”

He hurriod away snd Allson, Jot-
ting down on the talephonepnd a
casunl, “So0 warry, shan't bo In o
luneh,” wondored, “What on earth
did | say to upsot Guy lka that?
Was it Daphne® But why shonld her
name atartie him (ke that? Did he
think sha wia anma other Daphne or
what?”

UT it sho oxpooied Guy to ex-
plain, shin was disnppointed. His

firnt remark wheo ahe jolned him Ip
the car wan on quite a (UTarent sub-
Sect

“L say, 1 badn't thought. D'you
mind lunching (o a choap placs®™

“Not a bt I'd like L™

“That's all right, thoen!* He

He spokes brusqnoly. almost roughly.

hoola 1 generally go to sleop over
thom! o fact, U'm ool mueh gosd
nt angthing, excont fust dolog things
with my bhands. At acliool, the tast
one, my Anishing sehool, wa had 1o
do domestle ecourses and | Joved
thnt: 1 Hked serubibing! 1t gounds
ellly but 1 aat”

The walter had brought two plates
of food and sot them down but both
of them had no more than tasted a
monthiul, Guy was leaning forward,
lonking at her with a quoor smile.

“At a guess, | should say you'd
monay of your own and were always
golng ta have money ™

“YUnT" Allnon could pat mes the
point.

*That's why.”

“*Why 1 like scrubbing®™ She was

| feankly Inoredulous,

"Yoo. You dow't undorstand your
solf, that's all. Peeplo ks the things

soomad conslderably rollovad. *You | 'hey baven's got to do. No ona'd

see. I'm oot exactly rolling at pros
ent"”

| play Soceer If they'd got to play, by

v, They'd tey and get out of It

“Aren't poople bullding bonses? | YOU haven't got to sdrub; vou don't

Allain's mind darted to her father,
Counld ha belp? He bad masses
acquaintances, mostly wenlihy:

think you evar will have to scrub,

of |0 yau like It, That's all”

She aald rebelllously, “1 don't

puraly If e teiod he could find sonis think, you're being faiet®

ona who wantéd to bulll Homest?
But Guy sosmed siightly put
by the suggestion

ITH

He pushivd away the strabhge cun
Fy-ltks mixturs in front of him snd
He & elgarettn out of & packer

“Housen? Nou 108 nob that—not | ASKed "My dear child, what do you

axuctly, I've hnd & bit of & sant-back |

know about (T 1 dos't suppose

in ‘my business, that's all. To puy ft|¥o4 ¥a ever seen real poverty! |

plafaty, | droppod & bt and had to|
close down and 1've only just startod |
{ faal

work again, so at the moment 've
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"Being gliort of maney?
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i show ran—" he bhroks off wud.
Iy and soversd o momaniary con:
by striking » mateh

de

Xollilng that minftered ™
"You It dld mitter She, oo,

1 don't” Allson mdmitted. “Fathar | pusting away ths strange and naieb
at

r, Tltingine
that shonld work welir™

“Very. walll™

They lsughod together; n lot of

Inughter over & very small joka But |

b dish, pianted both elbowa on
the tahla and srrewed up har cone
e 1o say what was in her mind,
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