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SBYNOPRIR: Jumas BHmaon ai

Ma wife Jone have gome al o)
'o the parling of the waps Jam:
sy fram 1wo years e Fran:
1|ul Ands Ae cannod cndurr Jane .
\zgping ond sediatic bro<beatine
tn ha ledyes her and refurns fo Ais
Aunt Sorak asd their old and beou
tiful home Nete Csscord 4o aroused
by tNe seandal. Jane's father @
horrifad wl Jomes irithatands
rhers all, B mnd kiy fother-in.Jar |
(et heve Aad = seazion.

Uhapter 44

THE SIEGE
Ilt. NURTHRUP bolted fnto bis
car and was driven rapidiy off
The troch was that James cut &
sorry Agire before his fatherin-law
Te hin wsurprise. Mr. Northrup,
though POmMpoOUN as eyer Was con
cllineary, was anxlous for & recon |
eiliation botwasn him asd Jeaoe
Ha apologized hoth for himaslf and

aln daughter.

Naturally, they were both wor
pled and upset over James long
and  unexplained disappearance.

Jane hersell tind cooked all Jamon
tavorite dishes for dinner. 8he had
expacted him home not ater than
fiva o'clock. Jamos must make al
lowancen, A wife's feollngs, yes, o
wite'n feolloga, It James had just

telephoned, let them know, [Her
oabiral anxiety. . |
James eut him ahorl, Ha u-‘

platned bastily that he had no o
tenslon of golng back wnd liviog |
with His wite. o undoubtedly wan
sntirely to blame, the evening be
tora and at all other times. |

But he would not live with her.
Ha prefarrad not to ses ber. Thelr
marrlage was aver and done for. |

Mr. Northrup tut-tutted and re
tused to take James' declslon as
final. Jamos concloded the extrame-
Iy painful Interview by pretense
of & pressing engngemaent.

Nothing further occurred that
day. Jamus had hie lunch sceot io
and was brisf and aloof with callers.
elniming to be (mmersad o his fobg
noglectad business and correspon
dence. That aftornoon, rather early,
ha alipped out through & back en-
trance and went home; bhome to
the Mansfon with Neppy lmpiog
in hia wake carrying his brief casa,
But the next morning business was
again practieally non-axistant on
Qommarcial Strent when Mra.
Northrup, heavily velled, was neon
elimbing the steps to her mondin
Iaw's oMce. Tha odds against James
rons hastily,

In all, Mrs, Northrup moade slx
enlln at wix diferent hours of the
day at James' law office, and stayed
and atayed —on all of Now Concord
vory wall knew, What they did not
know and had no way of finding out,
wis that ns nhe oponnd the autnide
door, Nappg, oo constant guard,
prossed a button on the wall three
Umes as a algnal of dire digaater
and James thereupon mudn & hasty
exit at the back and hid In an ad:
Jolning and fortunataly empty store
room.

After her fonl wnsuccesatul eall
Mra. Northrup swallowed her pride
and wont to see Mins Sarah Stim
son. Bhie was told by Aunt Lou that
Misa Sarey was not at home. Hhe
was at home, an Mra, Northrup very
well knnw, having soen Minss Sarah
At an upnialras window.

Bo Mrs. Northrup pratended to
leavn, but only went a littla way
and prosantly waylald Miss Sarnh

in the garden.
N IBS BARAH was in faded blue
porcile and a disreputable sun
bat. Mra, Northrup was most cor
rectly gowned In hlack and white
China ailk and & smart hlack toque.
But 1t was Misa Sarah who looked
the duchess wa ahe [nformed hor
ealler haughtlly (the baughtiness
was assumed to cover an almost
abjact fright and dismay) that &
was limposalbla to talk to Mra
Northrup ard remain a lady.

Miss Barah with shoking knoon
thereupon walked Into the house
and actually slammed the door in
her visltor's face. Thres days later

| had n slight atroke

Flually Jane eonfded to ner in
mate friends that she snd Jamea
ad separated for good. Jane sald
Hat ber lips were scalod, that ahs
nover meant to explain the cause
of Lthe soparation or say A word
nralnst Jamea: She Intimated, how
gver, that If ahe aver broke this
pralseworthy resolution, or James
by some avert net goaded har into
telling the truth he would he drub
bod out of wwa.,

This last caused tora time a preat
deal' of Intenss aspoculation. But
Miss Julla Pratt sald blunily tha
Jane ought to put up or shut ap
Tho mon ngroad wilh her. And afte
a time the woman, Now Concord
floally stopped prying and speculst
{ng. The matter was wettled, the
debla wera relictantly pald. Jnmes
Stimson hod ceased to ba Jane
Northrup's husband and became s
Stimeon’ agilo. Hin Iaw. pradtice
plekad up nmazingly

About this time James heard that
the Northritp twins had got thelr
discharge and wers At bomoe An
nfternoon or two later Napny cnme
Into James' Inoner office and closed
and locked the door hehind bim

*“The twinw is in the front office
Nappy said Foarfully. “They kotetied
mo whon my back was turned and
wilker 1n big a8 you please. | told
them you had jest this minute went
home and they had the impudence
to Lol tme | was n diwg gonned ilar
They etach got n stick dnd they ool
awlul mad. Mobho | botter Hght om

the back: way nnd o after the
pollea?"
“Show: them (0" James com-

manded afier a moment’s thoughy

Nappy bpoked oul, mutterion
somnthing about the Gawd damn
edest foollshinesa inavaer had hesred
about, and presently ushered the
visllora in,

Nappy closed the door rebelllous
Iy, Jomes knew very well he would
remain gloed to tho other alde with
his aya 1o the key hole

1

axacily
pongea

YHE
and brown

twins ware looking very m
They wera dragsen
nilke o extremely oath)
sults and carrled canes
Jumes, coutlesa and antldy, re
malnod seated at his desk fneing
tham. "Well? ha askod.
*We'ra under ordirs Lo

your block o™ Nate gritined,
"1 dare say you conhl do "
“Conalder It dope Norris anid

knoek

Jnmu kot up and the three
solemnly shook banids. The twine
tonk off thelr counts, sat down, Cpped
thelr chaird back, put thelr (et
compaiilonnbly on Jiges' desk apd
Hghted clgaratn. A faw  miluutes
Intor they wern all desp In swap.
ping war ¥arns,

Hin brothorsln-luw carefally re
fralned from montloning thelt sls
tar to Jomen durlng the afternoon,
But as they got up o go' James sald
In n shamafdesd way, "I wonder If
you'd mind telling me. fust why
Jane wanted me (o go hack to her.
You know an well an | do that Jane
doaplees mo . . "

The (wins exchangad
Nate mnid, “A woman, & dog, &
blckory troe, the mire you beat
"o, the batter they bo And Norrls
growled, "Wa told you to hest hor

., tan years ngo.”

An they roachod the door Norris
salidl wintfully, “Wa can't know you
To prabitle. It wonld glve the family
conniption fts. We'rs belng tnken
into the buyuivess and Dad's already
Wa don't want
But If wa could sllp in
If *ou wouldn't

glanvos,

to kil him,
here oceanfonnlly
mind . . °

"An often as you ploasa, Ring me
up at any thne and I'll armange to
he alone, No one will soe If you slip
In the back entranen. Cenme along
'l show you*

Thereaflor on many & lite after
noon the twins sneaked In the baek
way for more army ik, The 1wias
and James and Nappy belloved that
thesa meatings wore ahrouded In
tha diurkest soerecy, Probably avary
ong In town knew of then, sxespt

‘ lhlm in popularity. it was revealen
jauring an o eredm manifa
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BUDDY BY

fEuls BUDDY BEMIS HE
BETS HE CAN THROW A
SfoME FARTHER THAM

ON NEX{ THROW, BEANTS  BOMH SELECY NEW

FIVE FEET,

STARTING AN ARGUMENT -TAME DEEP BREATHS
BECAUSE BUDDY CLAIMS
HE STEPPED OVER LINE

THROWS , BUDDY
BEXTING WM BY fEN
FEET- SRYS HAGTILY
THAT DOESN'T COUNT,

WITH HIS HEE)L MARNS
A LINE ON THE GROUND

SPENDS SEVIRAL MIN-
UTES SELECTING A
STONE OF THE RIGHT
SIZE AND WEIGHT

HIS SIONE Wio 100 HEAW

OWING 10 TENSENESS, AlM
STONES, LINE UP,

AND THROW ASAIM

15 ERRATIC, HIS STONE LAND-
ING ON THE WIMPLE PORCH,
AND BUDDY'S MISSING A Gh-
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Keen interest i heing
in the non-Jury art
pianned fog this Sty
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hibit manager. with 48 having al-
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orably, Matlague states, thia being
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By George McMunus

‘™M SUPPOSED TO GO AWAY FER || [ ME POOR OLD FEET ARE | | ARE YOU AN’ | [ NO MOTHER _ "_ ~9 |
A REST, BUT BY GOLLY'IVE DONE | ||| KILLIN'ME. 'LL BET \'VE l_ MAGCIE GOIN DECIDED TOo Co | 7 < |
SO MUQH \WORK GITTIN' READY. BEEN UP AN DOWN THE = TO A | TO THE F ey |
M ALL IN. —— | -??:fé;%s A THOUSAND 2 MASQUERADE? | | MCUNTALN%S 3 ; k|

: s . e ' J | WELL DOLOTS 45 hss
= r\i, — a3 iy — { ‘__’ 'I]—l, L~ i OF'SH.K‘NG i " 1 H}/{

- 1 — = HE = r f d
=7\t | CRDERED A, i i’ o
i | ol — | SWT FOR (" €2 /& ,___.f_t"\
N AT L (YOU,¥00. [/ /" omea™ |\

I‘ |
¥ & o= -

i o ’ \ L = rll /
- . s . ; [ ) \




