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by Mateel Howe Farnkham
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Chaptar 28
LESLIE'S QUESTION

ESLIE HARRIS had pever mar-

ried, to Miss Julia Pratt's keen
and continued dissppointment.
About the time of the birth of the
Stimson twins she had goos to Kan-
gas Clty, nnd as the local paper put
1t, “accoptad” a position In Hansas
City's largest department store.

There, to New Concord's amazed
gurprise, ahe had in five or slx years
worked up from a humble clerk in
the basemnnt 1o the asslstant Lo the
head of the department of women's
woar, and twice & year went East
with the buyer to help sclect gowns
and frocks.

All of the feminine balf of New
Concord who could afford it, except
Jane Stimeon. bought thelr gow
and frocks from Lenlls s & matier
of course, It was declded that this
not Incopnsiderable palronage was
responsible for Leslle’s succoss,
How elie could n simple Hitle dear
ke Ledle have attained to such
buslneas eminence?

Lasiio, 058 & dresamaker’a
daughter, had imbibed a natural pat-
tar nbout lines and colors nod stylon
troni her babyhood and she did
know how tn wear her clothes, but

af coursn she was not really clover. i

It was sald that she made seventy
dollars & week, but New Concord

did not belleve this, How could she? |

Not half the professional men In hor
home town mada so mich.
Laslia eontlnued to spend every

other Sunday with her mother and |

father. Bhe came one warm April
afternoon to bring Miss Julin gome
yellow nnd lavetider tullps. "Seams
Hke your Nowers always do betler
than mine,” Miss Julln grumblad ax
she arranged her gift In a vane,
“sven though you'rs not hera to
look after them properly.’”

“They know how much I count
an them."
them | ennnot bear it In tha elty !
unloss 1 know they'ra here bloom:
ing for me. And then of course
Fathor doos tnke wonderful enra of
them. He's & beiter gardenoer than
1 evor wan."

“Ii's a e thing for your tather

for nny man, digging and plant-
in the good warm enrth.”
It keepn him busy,” Lenllo sald
Aol changed the wobject. A e
later phe had drifted over to the
tabilo whora the vase stood and by
pulling a tullp hers, Iposaning an.
other there, had changed n atiff un:
bappy bunch of suffering hloomn
to n lovely group that relaxed grate
fully In the suonhine.

With her none burled In the tullps,
Lenila sald, “Misn Julls, what's the
matter with Jimmy . . . with James
Btimnon?"

“Matter? I don't know that any-
thing's tha mniter. What do you
moean T

ns

Ll-hl 1B turned and scatod her
stlf on tho edge of the table,
tncing Miss Julin, “He's no changed.
You must sea (it 1 aat behind him
in chureh. He looked =0 , . . so
dispirited, And there kre such deep
Yinox o bitter lines around his
mouth, In (t Jane who's done this
to Him? Or what™

I don't know, | don't think mso.
Jatie's mndes him & fine wite. Every
one says 8o, | suppose the trouble
Ik, If there s any, that we all ex

potted too much of James fn the |

beglaning. He oxpoctod too much
of himuell. And now he's old enough
to realize that he's Jumt . Just mn
other run of the mill and nothing
out of the way. | daro say It burts ™
“I don't think that's fatr, Miss
Jull. 1t sectns to he the fashlon
in New Concord to belltile every
thing James does. He's only thirty.
ong or two and already he's made a
nime A small name,
all over thin section for his
wound sensa pnd tustworthinesn and
Bin real abitlity an a londer 1o court
Mr. Ellison hears all the nowspapor
gossip. He Jatien has won
cupes that wonld do credit o any
alty lawyer of twiea his ags. And
he's mods o Hving, n fone Hving tor
ncountry town, Why then dosn Naw
Coneord langh nt WimT Why do they
dure refer to him ae ‘poor Jamen'?
“Decatise  James doosn't
nself enough, | suppose. 1t & man

LES

value

| doean't think any too well of hime
self I've noticed that nobody elss
doen 't

“Jatnes thooght wall enough ol
Kininelf before ha was mlrrlﬂL
Miss Julin, you know as well a
that it's Jane, 1 only sea him at Innt
{intervals. And every time | can
nativas the chunge. Jans |8 mirder-
ing him by Inchea,

“Yeu, | mean just that. IU's noth-
ing short of murder Lo kill & man’s
seolf respoct, his bellef in himself.
Miss Julin, ean’t you do somathing?
‘falk to Jane, Make her see that
what alie does to James she does
to herself. If James' 1ife is a (ailure,
Jang's Hfe 5 n fallure, ton, She
doesn't ssem to ranlize that, though
it's g0 obvious, Someons must wake
her up, point It out to her"

“Thers may be something in what
you any,” Miss Julla sald uneastly.
“Jane len't always as tactful as she
might he. Perhaps she doesn't han:
dlo him just right, though | know
sha means the best in the world™

“And yoi will talk to her?"

TN try. U'm sfreald It will be dif.
feult”

nn| Wits In & good  humor,

hut & nie |

Misn Julln went to call on Jane
and as June had expocted ber they
had tea in the back parlor. Jane
It nlways
pleased ber to huve an ocousion
| o use hor beautifol allver tea serv-

\llu Julin In her embarrassment
ote five sandwichea and a large
place of chocolpte enke before she
coild guther courugs to broach the
subfect which had innplred her vinit,
At Inat she put down her cup,
pushed hick her plate and plunged
i hond foromost.

ANE she sald, “I've come hera
to talk to yon frankly mnbout
Jamen and 'm scared to death. I've
heen Interestad fn James since be-
fore he wan born, It eccurred to me
the other day that woe. you and [
#and all of us who love James,
haven't been quite falr to him. Be-
eatme wo expoctod wo much of him,
axpactad mirnclos perlinps, wa've
got Into the habit of meaking light of
the very subntaatinl thinga James

| s nlrendy accomplished."

Miss Jolln went on to quote
Leslle, enlarging on James' past
and  present  achlevements, Jane
listened Impatlontly, studying Misa

Leslla langhed. “1 tell Julln's embarrassed fuce curiously.

“Cortaloly Jnmes han made a v
g Jone aald, dryly, when Miss

ulin pansed. “So have moat of the
men of lids ago and condition. With
the Judga to puah him and his
grandfather's name behind him |
don't ses how he could bave helped
ft. But | copless | expected more
from Jumes than o bars lving"”
| "1 hoedly ol this exnetly bare,”
commentod Miss Julla tartly with
an appraising glance at the richly
| turnighed rooin

“You know porfectly woll Fathor
gave me this hooge, If 1 had to de-
pond on what James muode I'd be
Uving In a damp."”

“You'd be living In Jumesx' own
houss . . ons of the Handsomest
houses In town.”

“Yem, out In Niggervilis with
dnrkira for neighlivrs. No thank
|yms

“dune, 1 didn't come her to quarrel
with you and | don't mean to. I'm
fond of you and 1 ndmire you! But
T8 an old wowmnn twica Your age
've naturally lenrood a few things
you haven't yet got around (o,

“Ono of thom {8 that men are &
lot mora sensitive and & whole lot
Lmore vids than wonien, I you haret
thiat vanlty nod that sen=liveness
they never smount Lo much, Women
ntw tongher. Thoey can stand & good
deal of beating. But & man. can't

. and be poything of & man.*
| “Are you implylog that T heat my
husband ™

“Not consclously, my dear.
avery

But
thme you remind him that
your father supplion your inxurios
I's a0 luah of the whip, And every
thina you =iy what vou just sald to
me. thint If you wera dependent on
Jamen you would be lving In &
dump, you make other paopla think
Tesn of Wim, That's only common
sonne, my chill. You've got plenty
of common sense. Think 1t over and
you'll find that 'm elght.™

“"Hun James besn complaining te
{yon? Or In 1t the Judge? That dod.
doring old fdiot wiways han hated
vays hins hoon jentons of me
v Jamos whines to him and
shes IE vn Lo yon®

"You know how  James was
hrought ap® Fod with s silver spoon,
wilted on, deferfed to ke & Htila
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Iamen brings hame
news to Jane.
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“popular prices’ have something to |
do with the story of “Love Me For-|
ever” f(aa well they might). The|
story s about a gambler who plunges

|

A fortune Into a swank cafe ao Ehat |

people ¢an hear the hemine (Miss
Moore) ang. He losads money—pers
bapa because of the jnumerous 40-
cent  meals sugaestad — but  he
doesn't mind, so long as people come
to hear hia artist in the kind of songs
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FULL- THROKTED EAME
OF 1he 16 GOING ON IN
ONE OF THE NEISHBOR-
HOOD BACK YARDS
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QUIET FoR GDODNESS'
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HEARS MGTHER CALLIMG  SHOUTS WHAT DID |

1dis PRECIPITATES A
THREC-CORNERED BED-
LAM, HERBIE AND BUD MOTHER CALLS NoT 10
SCREAMING THAT THEY MAKE S0 MUCH NOISE,
WEREN'T BEING NOISY THINK OF fhE Nneasnns QUET
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SWAMP FOx, ; - .4-) FOR. A RIDE--ERRA, ¥ MEAN 18--1 KNOW
BEcComE GREAT | MEAN WNOCK "I HOW You cA N
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NOW BOVG, WHEN | TOLD YOU O
PLAY DUMB | MEANT IT—1\ woutmi‘
HAVE YOU RUN ABOUL OF LOCOMOTIVE
FOR ANYTHING =BUT YOU CAN

FATE GAVE YOU THE CHANCE  BEN,
\WHEN IT BUMPED OFF THE OTHER
BEN IN THE ACCIDENT AND SENT
NOL, WITH THE SAME FRONT
HANDLE , TO THIS RANCH /

! LOCOMOTIVE DONT KNOW
WIS BEN (5 CEAD AND THE
BIRDS BRINGING LUFP THE CATTLE

TOMIGHT NEVER GawW THE
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YOU PLEASE HAVE MR. | 40

MY YOUNG BROTHER WAS ARRESTED
JUST FOR TAKING A
VAN FULL OF FURNITURE
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By George McManus

o YOUR. HONCR - IVE KNOWN TH!'.[
| | BOY A LONG TIME-AND IF YOU
LET I-pM OUT ILL MAKE HIM |
: LAN ASSOCIATE OF MINE —
]
|l N\ / -~
| L5,

‘_NO.‘ HE STAYS IN JAIL /
THAT WILL IKKEEP HIM
| OUT OF BAD COMPANY




