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Chapter Eight

SCHOOL DAYS I
I ' MUST be confessad that Jan.es|
at this porlod was neither s beat:
ttul nor & prapossossing Young man,
Tha voar befors he suddeniy had be-
gun Lo grow and after ho got a gond
start (b stemed as if he ware doter

mined never to stop.

Ha grow, nins! ooy in one direc-
Lot and was 8o exceedingly nin for
nin helght—ne nnally reached six
feat one and A fuartsr—that when
ha sat down ha had the effect of dou-
hling up ke o jack-Knife.

His earroty red halr was another
eross. ¥ach morning he soaked It in
witer, parted It In the middle, plas
tered each helf firmly into pince and
put his eap on to set the mold. But a
cortnin cowilek on his erown retused
abisolutely to siny wheras it was put
more Lhan twenty minutes at n
piratelh,

Jamea' eyes wers not had, Whan
Nie grow older the girls ussd to claim
they woere “sposking eyes” but ml
presant ha avolded girls, consider-
ing them pests.

His best fedturs in alter life, &
deaply musical and resonant spank-
fng voles, had as yot only foreshad-
owell p later appenrance, While 1t
wan nlrendy inelined toward the basy
and had many notes extremely plona:
Bnt to the oar, It untortunately was
punctunted thickly with lttia xo-
prano _ squenks which not only
spoilod the ensembla but embnare
rassed thelr owner to the vergs of
lears,

Janmes waa sent, of course, to the
Mmmous old academy In Massaohu-
sotts whors his father and grand-
falher had been such shining lights,
James, however, locked altogothar
the grand alr ponsessed so pbundant.
Iy by the senfor Stimsons,

He was much glven to dreaming
and wnn neither alert nor seif-confi-
dent and appearced just what he was
—samuwhnt helploas and inoMolent.
Posnesning at this time what looked
to be the longest neck in the world
putside & zoo he was violently ad:
dicted to collnra no high they looked
more liko cuffs,

James' clothes had Besn imade by
Mr. Davis, the best taflor In New
Concord, of his finest woaves and
cloths, ‘That they ware woll and care
tully matda cannot be denled, but nel-
ther In thera doubt that they, lke
thelr owner, lnched thint indefinable
Buir and syl which distingulahed
both the clothes and the manners of
the gilded youths with whom James
now found himsell surroinded.

Miss Borah wont Fast with her
nephew and, the dormitories being
full, tound him a room recommended
by a holpful member of the faculty,
In & charming old Colonial house
whase owner, Mrs. Bline, wan In “re-
dnced olrcumstances™ and forced to
rent rooms to young gentiemon,

Misn Sarah, aftor arranging for the
payment of James' room and his
board with a friend of Mra, Hilas,
gave hor naphaw twoniy-fva dollars
In cash for Incidental sxpanses dur
Ing the remalning thres months of
sehool, kleded hlim goodbys without
broaking down and deported hrave-
Iy 1o ¥isit her Enatern relatives
without fettlog Jnmes guoss in the
least what the parting cont her,

’l‘{) JAMES who had naver needed

more than s dollar or two at a
time, twonty-nve dollars seemed an
ample amount and he wondersd
yaguely whon Ris aont gave it to him
what he would do with all that
money, Ha was to learn vory shortly,

Thut vory evonlng when he was
unpacking his trunk a delogation
callad on him for & subscription for
tha school football team. James was
about to offer them s doliar when
the superciiious upper classman
Who was apokesman, shrewdly tak-
ing Jathon maensure, made it plain at
ones that anyona gIving Inse than tan
dollars would bhe branded for the
ront of bis 11fe ke & piker.

Jamen, tairly treambling with rellef
nt the anrrowpess of bin ascape,
prompily nanded over ten dollars
The news aprand The next morning
he gave ten mors to the baseball
tezm, Tha following afternoon he
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JAMS

ALMOST BT ONCE JUNICR
BEGING COMPLICATED
CONTORTIONS TRYING
1o 681 HANDHERCIHIEF
OUT OF HIS POCRET

HIM WiTH SHRILL QUESTIONS
ABDUT WHATS SOING ON

ON SCREEN . EXPLRINS TO
HIM HE MisT BE QUIET

| AS A GRERT ‘rn
TAKES JUNIOR 10 Hus
FIRST MOVIE

JUNIOR IMMEDIATELY PLIES A7 3
L WHISPERS

E JUNIGR
HE CANT SEE, MOVES
HIM OVER 10 HIS LAP

) ek, N
HANDKERCHIEF HAVING 15 FIRMLY SEC DoWR IN
BEEN RESTORED 10 LAP. BE&INS 10 MURMUR
POCKET, DECIDES HE'D  QUIELY BUT STEADILY

! LIKE 10 STAND UP 10 THAT HES THIRSTY, FATHER
n:«"‘s%:_; !Tfo DOATRICK  LOOK AT Tl PEOFLE  S|EHING, TAKES HIM HOME
LLY

EXPLAING 10 FATHER, WHO
1& GROFING FOR I, THAT
HE TIDNY REALLY NEED
HANDKERCHIEF, BUT HE

4l
GETS 1T OUT AND DROPS
1, VERY NEARLY HURL-
(NG HIMSELF OFF LAP
INTRYING 10 Caten 1T

(Copyright, 1835 by The Bell Syndicate, lnr)
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wondered how he possihly could
hava spent such & aum in two days.

FDTAN

Bt having Nniabod the letter with-
ont yleldiong, she added two post-
Aoriping

*P, 8§ Do not think, my
nephew, that | have not falth
confidence In your fortitude, But
forewnrned I8 f{orearmid, an  you
Know. | encloka n postal order for
twanty dolinrs. You must make it do
Lt the end of the term. Aunt Sarnh.

“P, P. 8. Of course, It anything
should ocour that would make the
ponsneanion of mora money folpara-
tive, you tust Isl mao onow. T reust,
howaver, no sach eoniingenoy will
arise. Auntie.”

The latter embnrrassod James tor-
ribly. When he answorad (¢ hs re-
ferred only vaguely to Aunt Sarah's
wirning, The Intter muada him fool
more alons than ho had ever be

(1PuT Too Mu:::j

MuMILK 1M THE

denr
and

3-a3 (Copyright, 10636, by The Bell 8yndicite, Tne) 4

Heved ponsible, -
A longing for his grandmother T._._._.__A” —
maore overwhelming than he had yed ESTERD AN
experionead swepl over James and Sl £ REDATND
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mother would have underatood. s A SERET | MY COUNTRYMEN -

DEN FOR THE

Is_nmm O SKT
£l LORAMD Ore

[BWL MFeuIRE

grandmother would not have prated
about temptations, It como to him

an if for tha frst tme that when e  [CEMVCESERRY Q¥74 | | FREE OR |
went home his graondmother would TV AERQDANDA, | | WIWTHDRAND
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It was yeara before Jamos could
bhenr to look bick nnd rellve i Nest
weaks nt school

Jamei' room was on the third flgor
tront of the Dliss realdence and dl-
rectly helow him was n sulte ocet-
pled by two upper classmen, who hnd
achioved rewpoctively positions no
leas exalted than the eaptainoy of
the football tewm and the editorship
of the school paper.

The eaptaln of the foothall team
mads it n mattor of polley to beon &
friendly footing with even the lowll-
ont and most [oslgnifieant The ed)-
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tor of the paper, belng o student of
human nature, saw In James some-
thing of the pup tho Judge hnd vis-
aallzod shut out In the cold and try-
Ing his hoat not to whine,

Consaquently thelr mightinesses
were on the whole Inclined to he
friondly, sven though they Jibed at
Jamon nnd his native state for tha
good of his soul

Unfortunately James remembered
the Judge's advice to go slow in
making friends and Ignored  the
triendliness. Liter, whon he lind dis
coveredl the éminencs of tho two wha
dwelt just below him he was toe
prond to make any bt the most 1on
tative advances, which woro in turn
Ignored, Jamps immediately retreats
ed fnto the fastnosses of his own
soul and surrounded himsell with
priekers,

It took but & weak or two at school
to- make him doubt his own im
portance, It took less than s month
te make him wonder whether thore
was momothing Itherently wrong
with him that made strangers sliun
and avold him. Jamens was naturally
the most soclable of sonls and he
missed compantonahip tearfully,

He took rdfuge In books or long
wolltary wilks, varied odenslonnlly
by the company of aaother parinh
ke himself. As for the temptations

— AND TO MAKE A LONG
STORY GHORT, YOUR UNCLE
NAT THINKS YOU AN' BRIAR
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for Aty dolines

The requont wsinggered Misws
Barah and she did not aleep A Wink
that night debating with hersel!
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her Imagination
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