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EYNOPSIE: Brother Poscual
and the Mowtana Kid have delid-
erolely weiked inla Ihe grisly
Valley of the Deud, hoplup to res-
oue Matea Rubriz, condemaed fo
work kimuel/ to death in the val-
ley. he  terrible  Juan-Filva,
master of the valley, Roa devised a
teas fp prove that Montung resily
ia the id He hos bad him
Insked in 4 dark room wilh three
Mg prons. Al are armed \eith
meochetas, Montana, ta Hye
BT tha three.  fie
awarked K if enfn a ledpe, and
{a vemoving M enly germent, 8
pair af coltos ahorie
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Chapter 38
MONTANA'S RUSE

EMOVING the sharts required

minutes and minutes—an end.
leas time—heaving himeslf up aon
ope albow and his knees, working
the cloth down towards the ankies,
sharpesing his ears so that not »
sound could be heard without fArst
eoming to his own sensen

But at laat he had the clnth In his
hand.

He lay on his left shoulder, in his
Jaft hand holding the cloth to the
extent of that arm. In his right
hand he kept the machete, And then
he walted, with eyes clossd.

Hin left arm began to grow numb,
1L that happened, his plan was loat,
for 1t depanded on delicacy of touch,
No stir of wind would move that
bhanging cloth. It was to Moniana
a8 the main spy-thread on which the
splder keeps her foot for newn of
anything that touches hor web.

Feoling was [ast Jeaving bis left
arm. He kept fexing his left hand
from tima to times. And his eyes
were closed, To mttempt to see in
utter night woald only make him
strike astray when the time camo.

The cloth pulled slightly in bis
band. He henltated, perhaps for the
thousandth part of & aecond, and
then struck with all his might, A
dropping welght almost pulled the
kaifs from his hand, but he
wrenched it free.

“Diablo!" & man had gasped.

He reached far out and struck at

the sound, Ths machetsa shore
through flash,

And a man sereamed, short and
sharp,

“Vidall—Garcias! he has seen In
the dark! Vidal!®

“Vidal!" sald another volce, Then
*Vidal Is gone—it was he that
dropped—"'

“My God, | am killed, Garclas!™

“Hush! Fool—fonl—ths nolse—"

But aiready, under cover of those
wvolces, Montana was down from the
whelf.

Ho stepped softly away from the
voloes, He lay on the floor, stretched
put flat, the muchols gripped In his
right hand over his head.

“The ceol of the floor turned In-
stantly hot with his body., Ha was
sweating all over, and the alr was
thicker and staler than ever, He lind
a frenzled second of thinking that
it would ba death by suffocation
meraly to remaln o the room.

Then bo took hold of himself and
eant the panlc awny.

That man he had struck through
the skull—that Vidal—he was dead;
'and another was badly wounded—
Leon that would ba. There remalined
Garclas. Well, It was for Garclas
that he lay stretched along the floor,

IB mind stretched back to old
! Juan:8llva. Perhaps It would be
better to dle here, mangled with the
strokes and the savage thrusts of a
muachete, than to go out to face that
terrible old man agaln. All that he
leould think of waa the atiff, hard
folds of the dried skin, and the volce
Uke the sound of & death rattie

A wild yell beat through the
room; the echoes of (L crowded hack
from the wille

“1 wm dying! | dle! Mercy In the
pame of (Jod! Merey In the name of
God—1"

Handa began to beat on the wall,

*Give me gt to dis by! Glve me
one ray of lght—Ilight ~llght!"

The voles went up Into & wordless
screoching. It changed to a gasping,
& choking sob,

Waounld they open the door when
they heard tha beating of thone
hands?

But Montana iay still and made
every norve In his body alert, for
perbaps. under cover of the dylng
|man's nolwe, that Garclax was step-
plog swiltly here and there through
Ithe darkness, searching. He was the
{Bugest of the thres, the most perfact
animal

Something eold touched the knes
of the Kidl He stritck with the full
welght of his arn, threa fest above
the foar,

“Dios!"™ gasped an Indrawn rolen
A blaw fell; ateel ahattersd on the
stons fipor Inches from the hend of

|the Kid. The mparks leaped, dled,
|showed him nothing- He had torn

his blade fres and struck again,
swinging aldewise. He found nath-

Ing.

Bomething fell heavily on the
floor.

Hs stood op tiptoe, the machets
polsed.

He stood for terrible saconds, walt:
ing: and then he heard a gqueer
Eroan.

That was all,

Behind him, Leon was sileat at
Inat,

Ho want to the wall and fumbled
his way gradually around it When,
at Inst, he reached the lnslde of the
door, he beat thres great strokes on
It with the buott of his muaclete.

The door guivered, opnned a lttle,

A blesting ray of lght striick
throtgh and almost blinded Bim.
"Whn Is 1t? Leon? Vidal?™ called
the volea of the gray-headed captain,

"El Keed,” sald Montana.

They jarked the door wide open.
The sight of him seomed to shock
them 1ike n blow, He looked down
and saw that he was naked,

“Heore,” he sald to the captaln, of
ferlng the weanon, “I'm fnished
with 1L

HE "good" treatment of the friar

when Juan-8ilva had commended
him to the keeping of his guards
consiated 4n taking him to a long
low shed, whera he was promptly
stripped of his robe and clad In the
cotton trousers which were the unl
versal gurb In the valley.

The chain was fitted to his ankies
the length of It running up to a
stael collar that inclosed his neck
and as the blacksmith riveted It In
plage he lsughed s good deal,

YA blgger oeck was never Alted
Maybe the aloging of psalwas and
chants han swalled 1, brother, bol
a fow days in the Valley of the Dead
will make It shrink again*

Than they took him {nto the Aelds
With the wide straw sombrero lo
cover his head he was placed In a
litie of laborers.

Abnently ha worked, awnylug the
wide-hladed hoe, and forging ahend
#0 far beyond tho others that the)
began to curen hilm, heanune the aver
neers, shotting, began to drive the
rost to leep them up with this tre
maondous pace-muker.

When the poor friar nnderstond
that he was the cause of this top
uent, he alowed hls work. He became
so connclentious In hin efforts to
niay in dine that he netually dropped
ravoral times behind It, and received
o8 m reward several strokes of the
long-Inshod whip,

The last of them, given with n
gertaln dedwing motion, cuthis akin
like a knife, aud he felt the warm
running of his'blood as soon s the
numbness of puin left his flesh,

He was not angered. [t alwayae
seamod to Brother Pascunl that the
more paln wa endore on earth, the
nearer wa have cellmbed to heaven.
It wan m doctrine which he would
not preach to the simple mountain-
dors among whom he worked, be
cause he felt that, after all, they
have pain enough mod nesd uot be
tormented by strange doctrines,

Bo he worked patlently through
the day, with such a gentls and un.
complaining mannaer, that even the
foul-tuced eriminals ot elther slde
of him begnn to look on him almost
with kindness

He wan marched with the rest
towards the sleep-house. at the close
of tha day. There all were taken
through a certaln ceremony.

In the first place—alnes unelean-
|iheas may breed discase—Lthoy wors
driven llke sheep through n river
ponl which soused them to the nock.
After that they fled by a plle of tin
oups, and past & big ealdron filled
with a sort of hean soup, thick. sour
to the nose, unapeakable ta the pak
ate, and op top of the cup of beans
waA dropped & lump of black bread,

Thin amall ration they had only &
short time to eat, Bbecause the guards
grew restloan and wished to have
the end of the day come at ones
Accorditigly, the whips began to
spap hefors the last monthful was
down, and then the doors of the
sleop-house were opened

Strango things happened then, For
Brother Pascun! saw men bolt ot
of the lltne and scream that they
would dle then and thers sooner
than spend ons motra night In the
hell-house.

One ardent exampla pul an end to
this nonsense.
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By Edwin Alrer

MEY!THE
DOOR TO THE
TIGERS CAGE
1S OPEN/

(LET ME GO, ARCHIE |
| CAN CLOSE THE DOOR
BEFORE ME TURNS AROUND/

THERE/ vES
ouT/ RUN FOR
YOUR LIFE/

94 »
13
THE NEBBS-—The Braggart By Sol Hess l
r MR NEBB, TLL BET You [ THANIKS, MRS DUPR, WP WELL, MRNEBS, YO N Wiy =AY - I ! 3 SrR i )
| THINE TS FUNMMNY, ME L THEY CAM'T SLIP \-Y".'A_.\...II:\M CUR COMMULNITY N[l cerrandiy .l REALLY SOEUM-CLSLTMEEJQD\ EEJL?:LUM‘;Q;‘I‘ ‘\ | [
CALLINIG SN SOU), BUT 1 CAME \ANYTHING OVER CNEHCENTER NEEOS A LOT OF N\ HAD THAT IN MIND, :mr-; AN OIUNT .OF' DQ;“:.::E-'\.'&T '1 ’\\ i
[0 COMSRATULATE YO O\ YOUR LITTL W THEY \SERAIRS AND FROM THAT ~ || DID SHE SHOULD HAVE SoaweEDd |
SUCCESSFUL W STOCK VENTURE. \TRIE SNEAK THSNISO00 YOU WOLLDNST ,_1,55'*\ s ME FOR F500 . 1 DONT KNOW (Wi 1]
| ANOU JUST ‘%’L‘&M T .':.rh“:.:.\'.c,,s_'ﬁ__c. _—-.._t—_n; BUT 1 4 J200 . THATS W-HAT 1 ‘:,o:r 1 SMHOULDMT PAY _ by I"-‘!OL.F‘?'VL-{ /|
: 2o g~y ABILITY _Cu™ X AncarD [\ vou Dows ; ——— A s i 4 7 =cmesl
{ AR =7 et (il 7 . S HAS S50 MUCH FUN ,
glv 13 C NI ' (i FOR. BRAGGING, - &)
P
‘ 1> |
| = - ~=___':l_'_‘_‘ '
| -—--"——
- X - T —
. f / ] | =
A 4 B 1 - —_—
| _ _k | l X i
—— S [
i [ Seprright, TR e e Hrudi e } —
-9 ‘ = P -—'f'_. A N ‘.‘-:'-1;- \‘;u e a:l'- @ La»-—.___:
BRINGING UP FATHER By George McManue
N 'l | .‘ e,
WELL: AS LONG AS MAGGIE msvu-sb | WELL! ) FLL SELL IT TO YOU FOR _ |
ON ME FINDIN' OUT ABOUT Al ALLED Ow JUST HALF OF WHAT | PAID
OWNIN' A SACHT AN GITTIN | | | | You BECAUSE FOR I T- 'LL CALL UD vyouR
| POINTERS OMN 1T FROM MR, ( | | ME WIFE WIFE AND TELLHER YOU =
LEE PORTS0DE- I'LL e | WANTS METO BouagHT IT- )
[ WAIT UNTILHE 5 7 N | By A YACHT
QITS BaCk- __J¢ 1 ch THOULGHT
St b
1
L]
-
MNNS L
il |y T
el = >
P b 7=




