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“Thrust them fa to him, Feed
them to thia puma—this mountain
Hog. Tell them that if ha dies, they
shall not be prisoners; they shall be
guards”

In & dark room—armed with & A I students from the Applegste Have
teary macheta only—to encounter that the three were coming for BIm  porys parts, They telude Gladys
thres blood-thirsty peons who had In & rush, thelr bare fest Whisper | pyme, June Popbler, June Provolt,
beon raised to the tse of that|loE on the stons floor. Allce  Madson, g Eileen  Berry, Iola

wenpon—to struggle with three men
who had somsthing batter than llfe
to fight for? !

Ths Kif turnsd a Hitle towards
old Tusn-Silva, not to appeal, but to
sursa the ungnonchable bloodihirst
of the tiger.

wun and grouning with pleasure. He

partmant.

“Now!" barked the voles of the
gray-head, and un the great door
glamed, Montana looked behlod him
and anw, As the light pinched out,

| Ha fled. The closing of the door
| loft lilm in utter darkness. Then he
turned and dropped to ong knes, o0
hand, with the machete polsed over
his right soulder
But the whisper of the footfalls
did not swesp satraight up on him.
They pausoed, n litta tohis left. Then

from (helr opproach.
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Flelds, Lols Matheny, Marion Hoberts,
Jack Provelt and Bud Peebler,

Following the operetta, the grange
will hald a dance.
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Ha kept on ringinig the song to the
opd, but & great langhter bogan to
tnterrupt him and choke away his
yolce. Tha rest of the guards Jnjned
in tha mirth, but soflly, with &
aotind ke the hnmming of & hive.

Ther brought up thren men from
the fields,

Big Montana, In the maantime, |

was stripped and glven a palr of the
nnbleached cotton sherts. Ha was
given & macheta, ton, the haavy
knite widaning towards tha polint to
make its stroke morps effectivs In
mowing down cane or rushes.

He gripped It and welghted it
Among tha natives, ha knew, the
aclence of mnachots play had bann

enltivated almost to the point of |

small-sword feneing. And ha, for the
first tme In his lfe, was holding
the weapon!

He looked over the threae. They
wora all blg. Vidal—Leon—Garelas
—thay wera named to him by the
captaln of tha gunrd, who chuckled
an lis spoke thelr nnmes,

They wera big, and the brute was
written nll over them. Not for minor
offonses had they been sant to the
Valley of the Dead. And they had
remalned long enough In tha place
to have In thelr eyes contempt for
dsath compared with thelr hortor of
tha life they had been enduaring.

HE marks of the chalns ware on

thelr necks and anklos, now for
the momant made freo from welght.
The bitter labor had rubbed away
from thelr bodles all spare fesh.
Adnd eéach man knew machetspliy.
Fach had (o hiseyes a lght brightor
than that which fMlekorsd over the
¥een adges of tho knives, whila they
measursd the Kid as a buteher
measures & beel,

In tull daylight, any ons of tha
throe, ha knew, wonld have been
more than & mateh for him at this
game,

But Juan-Sliva preferred a higger
mugger trightinineas in the dark. He
would !la yonder on his mat and
smile and taste His own eruslty In
the back of his throut

The gray-headed captain was say-
fog: “Yon three get In there, El
Keed first. When ths thres of you
a=a done for, El Kesd will rap on

the wall and wa'll coma In (o see|

PTUHYE thick of the dark was a

Thne he remembered that his eyes
waora usoless. Ha might as well
clone his eyes, po he closad them.
Bonsa of touch wonld have te serve
him, eompletaly.

But in the monntime, thres stalk-
Ing devils were moving through the
darkness to find him, flod him they
must, sopner or lnter. Spredd out
in & llne, ther could not full te
make eontact with him, apd at the
first touch threa machetes wonld
fall to work. He might strike down
one of them, bhut the other two
wauld be certaln to bhury the heavy,
razor-sharp biades in him.

He could feel the pain—the
nansos of ik

And {f s fied, the nolss of his
feat would hring thom all the more
{ swiftly on him,

Ho rose and drew back, Utile by
Httle. When he toushed tha wall,
somothing went by him, breathing.
It was barely audible, but the sound
eonld bo heard, nevertholesa. The
thres of them had moved siowly by.
It was Uke magle; three huge men
eonld not paes (n such o allence!

Loathing which was greater than
tonr wos driving him now. But he
told hlmaelf that there wap time.
| It wonld bs minutes bafore the line
ot tho thrae returned to this same
| npot.

Ha reached bahind him and
gripped the cdge of the stona shelt
abore him, He lald the machets on
it, stopppd a pace away from At

with both hands,

Siowly—ha must not make
sound—he musclod himaell ap.
When hls shoulders wora lavel with
his hands b swong a log over the
edgo of the shell and strotehed him-
salf out prone.

Thers must be no sound, but his
Jungs were bursting with the afford
which he had just made. Thore
poemad to be no oxygen in the hot,
thici, stale alr as he mastorad his
braathing.

His whole bady shook. The pangs
of strangling mads him gaps his
mouth wile open, but he fought
back the panie until, Hitle hy little,
drawing y emall, quick. unwhis
per atha, he was almost nor

1ng Or
mal sgaln.
Thero was not room for his entlre

body to He In any comfort und =&
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fres from the chaina.
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would be found lostantiy.
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MEANTIME, AS THE HORNS BLARED AND

THE DRUMBEATS SOUNDED, THE GREAT BENGAL
TIGER ROSE UNEASILY IN HIS CACGED WAGON/
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