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Chapter 34

FIGHT
'[*![[‘,‘ glhoards wore kloking the wo- |
man to her feet again, laughlng.

Then, with n shouted command, they
startod tho string of the condemned
forward lnto tha throat of tha val
ley. |

But the two guards did not follow
immodiately, They seemed to real
lze that whataver the lips of I'hr!I
valiey cloped over would naver pasa
through them sgaln. They remalned
o argue heatedly over aome money
which ons of the rascals hald in his
fint |

I"erhaps 1t was Lhe overplus out
nf which the officer of the Ilur11nn|
tad bsen cheatod.

Put Monthoa, an he watchad, saw
A chance for sction stranger than
anything ha had ever dreamed of
hefors, e tooked at the friar, nt'.l.l
lagt In profound praser.

He looked guizzionlly at the girl;

-"i-‘l!“l‘ﬂlﬂl"

“A qgift for you, Felipe!®

then ho staried down the slopes be
hind the rocks, swerving quickly |
from one (o another until he was
vty close to the apot where the two |
et} argued,

They ware not men, They had the !
faves of beasts. The avil thal wia In
thetn made them psom  like twr.l
blooi-brothers. And now with snarl
Ing mouths and reddened syes thoy
threatened each other,

They wore still at It when the
Eid stepped out from behind the
nearost boulder.

“Thera's & batter way, brothers™
he suld.

They started and faced bim with
one movement. Poth wera armed,
but ouly with kuives, and that long:
barroled Colt In the hand of Mon-
tana, heid no higher than his bip,
watchod them hoth with a salngle eve
of darkness,

“I've beon hearing,”
“that on!y cholce men can get work
In the Valley of the Dead, my
friends, nnd becsuss | want to take
A lpok at the place, Uvs declded to
mike o vacuney. Which ona of yon
atight to die?™ |

They stared st him; they stared
At the giin, |

"You, there” directad Mobtana,
“yon with the frog face, plck up that |
lemgth of Topo and tie It to the wrist
of ¥onr partner

ih done |

"Now, you on tha right, tis the

nd of that ropa to your

snid Montana,

mian ohaved

have knives”™
"1 alt here an
neros T|..!h.
1 do as dle
anil | wle
her L Sturt! |

the

inta

and? Or do you want me
1o alfl woma lead 1610 your Bldes
Tho smallar of the two seomed to
the 1den
mut in n fino
you, Fallg
And he siriek the blads Into b

at. s knife came
A gift tor

h h TR
an o oan

'rnmu.'h to nf
| throw his body to the ground. Fellpe

The | s

=HOUED Ritnel, eluw LB it shoul
der: but with's Hght, tinkling sound
he blade snapped In two. The point,
10 doubt, had struck s rib bone,

“Franciseo!™ screamed  Fellpe.
Devili™

and ho hurled himaelf right at the

Nar

Felipe 1 #th
£ arm N .
broken 1

lon. Bat hs could
Ipa off

him
uss that rope to Jork Fi
hillancs,

A long als
vreast of Fr

to hin ¢

anh had ripped open the
aco. Fut he had wit
Ing Iar to the loft and

toppled after him, met |
the ng knife fragmeant
hand of his fellow,

Thay rolled togethor [ie two tom:-
cats,

‘The fight was as brief. Big Fellpe
iny on his back, his throst well
opened, & domen other Jugged
wounds {n his hreast from the rapld
knifework of Franclsco, and Fran
olecn, pouring blnod, dragged him
solt up and sat on the body of the
dond man.

Ill, untied the rope from his left
wile

“*Well," salil Frat
rur i el L

L nm done
niter, 1 sit on

e

the Lig Haibwit now. If oniy the
nenor eonld soa how st now! 1f you

|:I-:\l:L sen Junn-Silva, amlgo, tell
him how | won the fight—and with
n brolken knlle"
Here ha « suddenly.

Ho howad his boad and lexned his
hand on the shoulder of Fellpe.

The straugth wont out of him, The
arm which supported him begnn to
ahnke vialontly,

"Who are you? he breathed.

“El Keod,” sald the Kid

The thead of Franclico jnrlmd
back, Thore was a looseHpped, gib-
bering Iaughter in his face for & mo
munt,

"Sol™ he sald. “And n greut ninn
knowa how Franolsco died.”

Gradually he sank down. His body
rollod away from Felips n Half turn
and he iny st One breath more
paffod the dust up around his bead.
He shudderad. And thind was tho ond

Montann. untied the hloody rope
from the wrist of Falips atd thraw
tha dripping thing nver the rocks
Blg Brother Pascunl wos running
frantleally down the hill The
girl snt on m sun-hleached stone snd
looked calmiy on the dond

wlile

It was she who explained when «

poor Pascunl was gaping and stam:
Bter
r? Thess fonls

No ofs e de

1ng nt the sl

"You see, bre
killed each othe tha
vallay will aver know that Mottana
made them Aght. And yoon-—n poor
priost drivon out of the world be
canse of many sins—why,
often told ma that yn
min, Pasén "

"1 am

you've
ol

t are Ml

el Pan
unl
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WY JARVIS | SAID, " SORRY" AND
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