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REPENTANCE

“THATS tbe meaning. ia "

L Montana asked Roplta. “All the
way across the desert you were not
afrald™

“I marked all your camplogapots. |
Whers you had dug the trench I|
eould fnd tha warer, [ had an eany |
way."”

“1 wonder over you,
thn friar.

“Why do you wonder? asked the|
gltl. “Has ha teld vou that I sold
him te Ganeral Estrada® Has he|
told you that!™

If thera wers Indian in the girl,
thera was Indian in tha friar, also
He showed [t now bocause he|
oponed hisn meuth In aston!shment |
and put hin hand over the gap Hka
any red man,

“Tan thousand peson—dead or|
alivoe—El Ketd—dead or alive—a |

chlid,” sald i

~
oy mud
1t elgars
AR AD
proach,
And as the poc

¢ ta thelr X

Onn of tha women fo
drew the loop of the chala strangy
Iation tight about het thre
80 nadtly choked the
been marching befora
hind.

Two of the whip-wielders were In-
stantly on' the wpot. They did not
waste thefr time and thelr strength
lifting her to Har feat. [nstend, they

atnod  back, wielded thelr [ong
laghes. The hlood came out of her
bodr. Moutana could sea |t.

He buckled his ehln down agalnst
Bis breast and equinted his eyes
ghut,

The poar friar, st the same spec-
tacle, coverod his face =ith his
hanids and fall on his knoes

Only the glirl, with her face nn-
moved as stone, remaloned standing
belilnd the fringe of great houlders
that shielded them from view and
yet gave them [oopholes through
whielh to view the procession and
the antrance to tha valley

Oneo Roalta turned her Hendand

1all man who smiles a great den), |looked ewriously at Montana, & long
with hjum eyes and hlack Hnalr. Hin|long glanee, Whatever smotion she
ways are gracelil—and he amiles a |may have falt, that long slde glance
great deall 1 sold him, Brother Pas: [ was the only evidencs sha gave of
ecual. 1 sold him 1o a dog—T sold | trouble In her mind or her nerves

him to Estrada! |

Tha Kid stood up,

"Don't come near ma—don't for-
glva me!” nhe gasped.

And she Went on In a sort of splt
ohant: "I was golng to be a great
Iady with & carringe and ten nser-
vanta. I'd have rings and bracelats
and necklaces. And [ sold El Keed
to get thetn, What Is ths hell for
traltors, Brother Parcunl?"

The tears began to roll down her
fnce. The Kid sat down beside her
and dried the tears with a bandana.

“Look," mald the frinr. "Ha for-
gives you."

“All man are fools” answarad the
glrl. She put her head back on the
shonlder of the Kid and |ooked up
at him from under wet lashes, “Dy-
ing would do no good,” she sald to
him. “What's the death of & crea-
ture ke me? How would it help &)
Keed 1

“Thera 18 no mouotain” exalaim.
ed thie friar, Hifting his hands, "that
repontancs will not move”

Ay sald the girl. “Go away
tromn me, and take El Keed away, so
that I can rvopent. I'm mot repent-
Ink now." |

YAk ehild" sald the simple Pas- |
gunl, “sou must repent!"

“Huve 1 two hesrta?™ ahs An-
awored. YAt ote moment can 1 re
P nod love him, tpo?" |

“Shall I'go awny I asked the friar,

“Why slinuld you? she asked. “Do
you think that I'm ashamed of this?
I wan never so much—in ehureh!"

Thls 1dea of hera mnila her boglo
o lnugh, She sat up away from
Montans and began to shaka her
heaid.

“You two have done your poor
cooking, But | have jerked vemlson,
and (wo canteens of fresh water,
Cool water, bocanuse | kept the pack-
in), wet sround them. Now I ahall
eook for you, and you shall ses tha
diftorence. Also I have one little
flask of good brandyr. You have to
oat and to drink. becauss tomor-
Tow—"

N THE duwn of the next mortlng
they saw the dust cloud coming
up the road, aud before mornlng
wan far advanced they had wight of
the caravan of the damned wha
were tnarching towardn tha Valley
of thg Doad |
Thera muat have hoen forty man,
and perhaps ten or a dozen women,
with a long cattle ¢haln running
onn 10 one, [ooped around the
necks. The voars went up and
down the lina w0 of them, witt |
whips and guns, guarded tha cons
demned, aud o additlon thers was
a roar guard of half a dozen Ruralen
At the mame (ime, there cams out
of the | h of the Vallay of
the Dead a palr of men naked to this
walst. in wideflaring trous-
&rs, with o sanhes abont thelr
hipa
Thay had on thelr Leads plraw |
réroa with great hrims broader
i Jd 1. aven po,
lilara were sunhlackenad,
were hare 1 tha Ktas

oy

th the mn

| whip-guards

The woman who Uad fallen got up
from the Ueating and began 14
screatn with her head fallen back on
har shoulders; and that was the
way she walkeéd on, screaching at
the sky, her head bobbing up and
down with avery step,

HE frlar was praying, Moptana

beat the knuckles of his st hard
and (ast agalnst his forehead. Only
the glrl laoked on with calm, wide
ayoes.

The Kid saw lar, at last. And »
sort of horrar suparior to that which
had overcome him now stralghtened
bimi up. Ha wont to the gir! and
sald, “Ronita, Is there anvthing un
der the pky that you really give a
damn about?”

Bha dritted her oyes over his face
Sha took ont a good, clenn white
handkerchiet and wiped awny tha
aweat that was coursing over his
skin, “Ahout you,” she sald, "1 used
to care about helng a great, rich
lady one day. Now 1 anly enra nhout
yair. All of you., Are yvau leathing
me., Moninna?™

“Wo won't talk,” said the Kid.

"You want ma to do more thap
you and Pascual when 1 see a wo
man beaten” sald the glel. "You
want me to shudder and fall In a
faint. Dut look!™ She tapped her
fingera ngainst tha rock before them.,
A huge, suncracked honlder,

“I an barder than that sald Ro
slta, and smiled ‘at him, For the
first time slis had spoken words
that he could belleve ubtorly. And
yet, Instead of winhing lor nway, ba
felt only a gullty wense of joy. Hard
stone and hard steel—groat things
ean bo bullt with them.

Wheo the caravan of the con
demned had reached the mouth of
the valley, the mounted guard from
the rear came forwird and an ofMeay
of tha Rurales dellvered to npe of
the two mon {rom tha vallay a long
paper, which the other then read
over, chacking off a st of names,
apparently.

After that hs walked aronnd the
Iide, A fat man he prodded In the
ribe, and lavghod, When Ye cama to
the woman had  fallen, he
shrugged his shonlders and mado a
gasturs of tossing something over
bis shonlder.

Havitg complated his Inapoction,
he took from his belt a wallet out of
which he slowlr counted shinlog
ploces of motiey, When he had fAn
ishod, the Rural recountsd tha cash
and burst out In pr at

who

The man of the valley argued
with feweér worda but leavier onen
It ssemed, And pres ¥ the dobate
ended.
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By Hal Forrest
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