and i e 4

g
3

PAGE TFN_

MEDFORD MAIL TRIBUNE., MEDFORD. OREGON, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 27,

14635,

i we & BATKE

The Montans

SYNQPSIS:
Lris hore enteren

and Mateo Rub
GOUETHET S G
recovered th G
Lady whick the pocerpor
the church, aud Montens hes 1o

turned Aie kolf of the croun te th
Bishop. But Mateo haa boen cought
tortured, and (s fo be sent (0 Ihc
Falley of the Dead. Horito, 1oho be-
troyed Momtana and Mateo fo the
gavernar, fual i imeulied the gor

grnor o the streel. Montana de
JTollswing Basila

Chapter 30
PASCUAL'S STORY

HE rage ot the governor at this

publle thwarting had come to &
white heat, The others of the crowd
conld sea the girl refuss the Im-
mensa honor he offered, to make her
the queen of the festival by placing
Ber at his side in the carriage, the
humbling of lgnacio Estrada by
making such an offer to a glrl In
the street—but nons of them could
have heard the murmur which she
placed between two Ilnes of her
BODE.

*Blood - drinker! Man-sating
awine!"

She had sald It for his ear only,
snd still amiling.

The madnesn that entéred hin
brain kept It whirling like binck
smoke.

But through the crowd that came
laughbing around the glrl, congratu.
lating her, wondering over ber, the
taller figure of the Kid atepped with
a aingular ease. He never seemed to
jostle man or woman, but, as thongh
he knew magle spots where his foet
shonld rest, he glided through the
press and came to Her,

Thers was something about thls
man, dressed 1lke themselves,
masked |lke themselves, that made
the other youths loss heart, and they
gave back a trifie from arcund him
a8 though they wanted to hear him
and ses him botter,

For le bad hegun to sipg in &
good, rich, rlogiog baritoue, that
fantanstie ol Castilllan song,
"Weave Ma a Mantie.” With the vary
#rst stralne, the girl struck up the
accompaniment on her gultar and
gave the mong her own volce, so that
they walked on slowly, surrounded
by their own muslc as by s wall
of qulet, leaning their heads a lttle
to ona another.

So long ns the song continded, the
crowd kept its distance, moving
alowly with the slow pace of the
aingers, but as the song ended the
tide of the festival rushed over the
place and the lovelstreaming heads
begau to bob {rregularly up and
down ngaln

So, (0 moment, the glrl and Mon.
tina ware mora nlons, more private
fn thot crowd, than they would have
teen in the mokt necret of gardens,

Hho eanught at his nrm so that ahe
wallied closs to his alde, but she
sl with her face upturned to him:
“If you Knew me—If you knew what
I have dine—"

*] aaw Estrada pull his hat over
his eyes”

“Aut before—long befora—there
Iz & thing I have dons—"

“Look!" said the Kid

He held a gold plece In his hand.

““This (s the past,” sald he. “Wateh
mn

And be tossed the coln high over
his head, so that it winked In the
light ot the lanteras,

HE, over her shoulder, saw the

gold filcker, arch up, fall. And

the allm hands of a girl Anshed up
and caught It

Roslta lnughed. She had no envy
tor that lucky finder!

*“That's the past—and let it go!™
nild Montana.

“Do you know!™ ahe asked

“Enough to make {t worth the for
getting," sald Montana.

“Gavernors come aAnd govarnors
g0, but Montana rides forever,”” sald
the girt

They twgan to laugh together un-
HI he eried ott: "There's Hrother
Pascual grinning his big grin over
tho heads of the people! What 8 man |
that is, Rosita! Let's go to him, be-
caune ho can tell mo ahout Rubrig—"

She made tha Kid pause

“You don't know about Rubelz?*
the gasped

She began to read his face frotn
slde to slde, up and down, as though
somewhore fn It ahe must And the
kenowlad g

“1 don't know. What fa 12"

“God forgive met" orfed the glirl.
“I ean't tell you. No one dares to |
speak of It but eversone knows—
Brother Pascual—be can tell you"

“Rubria? sald Morians. “Has
somiething happened te him?7 .\Iu-|
[ L2 %

He lopked down nt the ngony in

the exes of the girl and then he went 1

pidly, eutting through the erowd
y strength and adroltnsss, drawing
as girl through the easy safety of
ils wake
When be came up to the friar he
aid two words at the shoulder of
the glant, whose eyns
with tha nolse and |
crowd that they o
sort of hlind brightness
est happiness that ean
low men was a8 w2 ha
that good fellow,
But at tha volee of Mont
turned suddeniy and thre
hand an though to defend himaslf
from an attark Afterwards he
erushed the wrist of the Kid =ith a
torribls grasp,
“El Kead!”™ hs whispared.
"Ba qulet—peaple are
brother.” eautioned the mirl
“Rubriz—tell ma abott Maten!™
yrged Montana
Behind the town, io that little
sandy hollow where Moptans had
Inft the red mare, the thres stood
whila Brother Pascus! told to Mon.
tana a tale that curdled bia blood.
Not everything was known. Men
only knaw how the great Rubriz had
fallan to numbers and chanca; how
ha had lain In the hands of the gov-
eraor for a single day; aod how he
hiad hoen brought out of the fort dor-
Ing the middle of the next night a
changed, perhapa a rulned, man.
He had been placed in a carringe.
Faw had seen. But thors had beon a
glimpse of a limply sagging form,
armn nnd legs over which there was
no control, the head hanging weal-
1y over to the slde,
Like n bhody nawly dead, sxcept
that f!m.'}'n were living

staring,

"l"ll.i\’l‘ was how the girl repeated
words she bhad hoard. And then
the closed carrings hnd sped awany
on the southern trail

“Where?' groasned Montana.
“Whera could thay have taken him?
What have they done with him, Pas-
cualt"

"They have taken im where [ am
golpg to [follow,” sald the friar,
quietly, “but where It would be
foollsh for yau to go, my friend
Foollah for' me, also, but sines Ru
briz I dying for the sika of tle
church, T must go to join bim."

“Dying?" echoed Montana

“Don’t you meal?” put in the girl
“There's only one place that a devil
ke Estrada would send him, To the
Valley of the Dead '

Tha nama came over Montana Hke
a horrlble Hightmare out of an al
most forgotten sleep. He had beard
of it before. All men in Mexico had
heard of It; but it was » thing not to
b whispered, not to be thought.

“We go together!™ unid Montann
But he hardly Heard his own volee
or halleved thit he hod spolen,

“Paselinl!™ moaned the girl. *)
told you what he would say! 1 1ald
you that he would go. And I ahall
g0 also, then!™

“Hush!" gald the friar. “You are
achild, And what could yon da?"

. . -

They went south through the
mountalng, over the groen plains,
Into n stricken land whera running
water was no longer fonnd. Inatead
there wers standing pools or “tanks”
of water that was fonl with scum,
filed with twisting, Jerking forms ot
Innect life.

They lad to dig shallow trenches
a yard from the margin of these
stink-holes and lot the water seap in,
purified a littla by the filter through
which It had run. But even when i1
had baen strained in this slow and
carefu]l manner, that witer would
grow unbearably fonl In half o day's
ride under the southern sun

It was the sun that possessed the
world, ‘'and no one who had jour
neyed through that country could
lova the great bright dink agatn, not
aven if he found Himself hgain in
tha eold north whers it Is & friend.

Here 1t Alled the entire sky with
intolerable ilght and It biazed up
again from the pale soll and the hot
rocks. Even the eacstut was hurnad
brown ab the edges and all the
thorna were black, tempered iran.
The only other growth lay an the
ground ke gray smoke.

Thers was no life for the eye and
there was no aound for the ear. All
was furnace ly and, In the
night, a bhinck pit with the stars
burning thin and far away through
tha dusty alr. They had the feeling
that they wera not on a surface, but
{naide something

After a day orn two, not even Mon
tana was capable of much specch
and the songs with which he had
cheared the first part of the Jonrnes
ended.
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APPROACHES INTERSECAON, VWIFE REMARKING
THERE'S A (AR COMING ON HIS LEF1

THE OTHER (AR HAS ALSO

| SfUPPED 10 LET HIM PASS

510Ps 10 LEf (AR CROSS, REMARKING If
DOESN'T HUR( 10 BE POLIE AND 6IVE THE
OTHER FELOW THE RIGRT OF whY

WIFE SAYS 3{\: THINKS THE OTHER MAN

WANTS HIM 10 60 FIRST. STARTS ACROSS

[ #@W |

AT SAME INSTANT OTHER CAR ALS0 STARTS
ACROSS. BOTH STOP WITH SCREAMING BRAKES 10 OTHER

COVERS H

MUHERS WELL SOMEBODY'S 60T 10 MANE UP
HI5 MIND, PUTS CAR INTO SEAR AMND DIS—

E HAS STALLED THE ENGINE

(Oopyright, 1835, by The Bell S8yndicate, Ine.)

DCCUPANTS OF BOTH CARS 51T MOTIONING
CAR 10 60 RHERD, CARS INTHE
REAR BESIN T0 HOMK. FOR ACTION
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TAILSFIN TOMM:—ine Nazilian Air Gorps!

By Hal Forrest
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