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Chapter 37
TORTURE

OSITA slunk out of the room,
her hands pressed aver her ears,

“Is Rubrie chained?” msked Es-
trada.

“Ses, Excollence®

Estrada, with a sense of luxurl
ous contoent, surveyed the heavy
ehains that weighed down the hands
of Rubrle. There was &n Iron ball
of twenty pounds’ welght hitched to
hin ankles, and the cheln from the
ball passed up by m apechl chaln
and was fastensd to & collar that
fitted close nround that great neck.

“Leave bim, then,” sald Eatrada,
“1 may peed you agalo In a momient.
Walt outslde the room.”

When they had withdrawn, Es
trada sald: “Rubriz, the fact is that
yoit worked with Fl Keed, You made
& gringo your partner to steal from
me today.”

Rubriz sald nothing. Thera was
merely a sort of Idle curlosity 1a the
exes with which he scanned the face
of the genernl. But In Estrada there
was & mighty confidence. It was aa
large a8 his soul and rooted as deep.

*When you atole the smeralds”
said Estrads, “you took balf and El
Kesd took half. You went by dif-
ferent ways, And, by God! you al
most escnped, as he did, Bad luok
stopped you. And yel, Rubrlz, It may
pot bs such very bad luck, after all
You hava fallen into the hands of a
man of understanding.

“The poor have naver had any rea-
son to fear you. Now, then, I was
pnca & poor man, myself. I remam.
ber thosa daya very well. And |
want to tell you that | ean fesl such
s sympathy that 1 could give up all
tha nolss and tha reputation that
will goma [rom all over Mexico be
causs | am the man whose grip at
last clnsed on you. 1 could arrange
matters g0 that you would be able to
slip quietly away, Rubrle, ona of
thess nights, And all that 1 want
you to leave benind for me 15 a 1t
Information—just a little Informa-
Hon, Rubriz

“Sawmething for nothing is not
what & man can expact In this
world, Rubriz. Dut the payment [
ank from you In vary small. 1 begin
by polnting out to you that thars are
corlain fewels in the hands of B
Keod-—that El Keed wan your part.
oer In the work of this night. |
marely ask you whera I ean find the
gringo.”

There was no nnswor.

Tha general sald: “You note, Ru
briz, that the man I not one of us,
You note that he Is a gringo?"

Rubriz smlled. And at that, with
& touch of mnger In his voles for the
Arst time, the genoral continued: It
you wlil talk willingly you receive
your freedom. But If you put ma to
ft—It I have to tear the anawers out
of you, I ghall have them, with blood
dripping trom every word of them.
You hear mo, Rubris?

ENERAL IGNACIO ESTRADA
eonld not helleve hin eyen, Yet
he saw that the prisoner eontinued
o regard bim In sllence, without
greater emotion than a mild éurlon
ity. The general leaped to his feel.
“Yon fool!™ he shouted. “Da you
know what | am?*

“A dog and the son of & dog.” sald
Rubriz

Not for the first tima that night
the rage of the general was so great
that be remalaed calm.

In n sense It would be better this
way. More than once Goneral Es
trada had enjoyed putting his ques
tians by foroe, but he had never had
sueh & complete man to deal with,
There was pleasure as well an an-
BwWers 10 be extracted by the method
ba bad In view. Therefore he almost
wondered that he had. In the Arst
place, offered any sort of a bargain
to Rubris,

The lttle coll 1n that old dungeon
which was supposed to ba disused
wnd the lowest of the entire cellar

peales of rust, they retalned & atrong
core.

By pulleys, and by ropes which
wers f:MFm 4 to :n.
the base of

., naked
body. Ha was now left piooe with
the general, who had for his equip-
mant only soma buckots of perfect-
I# innocent witer end A large
leather funnel

The general did not hegin ot ooce.
He first admired the Immense
strength of the body of his #i
the great thews and sinews ruled
$o tight that they stood cutin a high
rellef. It reminded the general ol
the strings of a muslenl lostrament,
properly tuned, Bo was Hnobriz
tuped, and Estrada felt that he
knew how to extract the most ex-
nulsite pain.

“After so many days in the desert,
after so many hot days with sand
In the face and tha throar, what
could ba batter far you than s littie
water, Rubriz?” asked the general
“And you shall have some. You
shall have such a drink as you never
tazted before. We hegln with a
drink, and afterwards we sak a fow
questions But when you are willing
to tali, you can signify hy the 1ift.
ing of onme fMnger. For 1 shall be
watching, m¥ friend!™

“?ITN that, ha pried open the
fawa of Rubrlz; uslng a cold
chlsel ns a levernge for that pur-
pose. Then Into the gullet of tha
prisoner he forced tha small end of
the big leather funmel. Ont of ihe
nearest bucket he filled the funnel,
and stepped back to walt.

Gradually the lguld ran down
Into the hedy of Rubriz, Strotehed
to rigidity an it was, the lenst pres.
sure from within was n frightful
ARODY.

It war that old torture called “the
question,” of all ahominations the
most terrible glft fro bruta to
brute 1o the history of man. With
that device, mors {rightful than all
inptruments. for tearing fesh or
briising hones, murderors In the nid
dnys wers glvett the pains of ten
deaths hefore the law permitted
them to expirs under the merciful
band of the executloner,

And the governor, looking down
at the Immensa bulk of hia vietim,
Mlled the funnel agnin, and watched
the llquid work ke twisting fista
inside the bady of Rubriz. He stood
directly above the face of the man,
so that Rubriz eonld not help but
look back Into his eyea. He snw the
swent brighten the face of thae aut-
Inw, and the parfect ngony brighten
hin eyes.

A thin tremor of Jor, ke sound,

ran through the body nnd the heart
of Estrada. He leaned still ¢losar
and forced his gaze Into the eyes of
Rubriz

He could gain no real satisfaction
in thin manoers however, For the
agony of Rubriz dld not seem In-
ereasad by this personal superyision
of his palna,

Estradn sent down another fup-
nelful of water, He could ses the
whole body of his vietim begin to
work now. And presently, almost be
yond his hope, he could henr the
voles of groaning agony, He thought
for & moment that |t was the appeal
for merey, When he saw that 1L waa
merely the Iaovoluntary resction
that accompanied breathiog. the
face of the general grew biack with
an almost virthons anger,

Rubriz had beguu to wish lor
death, He wished for 1t more pas
slongtely than he ever had wished
for another thing in his lite. Thora
was no part of his body that was
not In pain.

The f{rightfol drawlng of the

> | ropes ent into Wis wrists, 1oto his

feet and ankles. Bones might he
broken under ths straln, hut the
pumbness and tha agony combined
80 that he conld not even partlcular
120 the reglons of the torment,

Sometimen 1t was lce that flled
kls velns, and then 1t was swelling
fire. And then it was the ptire es
senice of paln, and nothing elsa sx-
cept that frightfol and (ncreasing
DAUNAN.

General Estrada was na longer
caimly contented. He bad begun to
curse. More than once ha beat the
body of hisn wictim with his Hats

of the bnllling. It was so low that

the river waler, seaping aalant
through the soll, kept ooingz i
through the walls and coverlng
themn with n A on tha floor

there was siims
up & disgtisting
though the Irons were thick n'rL
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bpitse his elogquence. his
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lils unboiinded confidence in Oregon
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Irvine wan for 30 years a regent of
the Etate coliege and now 1s & mem-
ber of the state board of higher|
sducation,

159,000 MALARIA DEAD
IN CEYLON EPIDEMIC

COLOMBO, Ceylon, Priday, Feb. 72
- UP)—Fliftr-nine thousand deaths
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DIVES UNDER BLANKETS AGAIN 10 BE1 WARM
BEFORE MAKING A GUKKK TASH FOR WINDOY
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PICKS HIMSELF UP, CLOSES WINDOW AND
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REMBRKING IT'S TIME © GET UP NOW
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AND THE TENTS WE \WILL-

AND EVERYTHING |

By S0l Hegs

TUELSE ARE THE
(EC‘-.JC—,:H‘I" AT
CARBONATED BE\'C\'-\-:}
JIRGET YOURSELFE A LOCK
|'\;L HAT SMART PECORLE
e wWEAR _ADMRE THIS 4:“5
g‘w". YOO WOULLD LOOKING
¥ ous A seow) uwinDol

[Ble IRONM AMD PrRESSE
fSUIT INTD SHAPE TO I:‘"—:'IT.": 5 V'

ROTHEN YOUNE -

4 NOW YO 6O BACK AND N
fTELL THE 6UY WHO TOOK THAT |

THAT —

U

SIUT OF THAT FACE AwD
e GAT SO

By George MicMapus

I WOROAN

HEY, A
JUNI{MAN 4

LL YOU

-

i




