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Chapter 25
DISCOVERY!

¥ A ND whers did you come by a
nilk abirt?" arked another,

*T lost my pass and my shirt dane-
ing for the officers.” sald Rubriz |

“Hal! Are you the oan?*

They both began laughlng. Aut
tha common naldlers, thalr faces llke
wood, showed no wish to amile.

Ruabriz set his testh over & groan
of rage.

*Well, open the guts for him hee
fore the woelght of the door breaks
hls back for him"

“The sergesnt hag the key. Sers
geant, opsn ths gate for Luls
Lapaz!"

The sergeant came out of the it
tls sentry-box beslde the gate. He
was & big, slow moving, rigld nan.
Hea looked like a forelgn soldier, not
ke ons of ths homely Mezlcan
troops. He et the kay into the lock |
and then gave his ahoulder to the |
gate. |
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It wavered st the top béfore It
bagau to sag open, alowly. Rubriz,
turning his hoad away from the gar
geant, holding his breath, thought
that the gate would never open wide
ennugh for him to pass through.

Suddenly tha sergeant exclalmed:
"Tirn your head! Look at me! You,
I maan—porter, turn your hend to
me!™

Well, the scar hnd been covered
with deep stain. It would not ahow,
and the [littla rubber pads that
swelind out tha lips might be altera-
tion enough to dacelve even a man !
Iika this sergeant.

Or would he remembar that night
{n the mountains when he had heen
Iopressed Lo net as gulds through
the middie of & storm, when the men
of Rubriz wero fealng from Muralen?

Bo, slowly, Rubriz turped hin head,
keaplng At howed down low under
the door that walghtad his shoul)
dare.

The sergeant jumped stralght up
Ioto the alr. With one hand he caught
at his stomach, With the other he

snatched out the revolver which
was holsterad well down on bis|
thigh. |

*D UBRIZ!™ he shoutsd, “Rubriz!
Rubriz!"

Rubriz Mung the the sep
goant and toppled | uid one
of the officera, 7 Isapad
through the widening <up of the

gate—and siraight late & solumn of
thres squads who wers coming up
to 'the éntrance of the fort!

Ha plunged through them |ike a
bull throueh rushes. Certalnly he |
would have hroken away avan then
axcent that tha very amallest man
of that # celumn, as he fell,
grappled blindly and envzght with
both arms one of Rubriz’ lpga

Tha bandil went down,

When he ross again, twenty
waore apiiling over Yim
pEain le santtarad thet as o sw
mer inilght ecatter
Hitle belidog who tay ¢
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anchored that ons leg which be
nonld grab.
Then the arms of Rubriz ware

masterad. That was how |

They tind his Bands
back: They tied sach arm to & guard,
They bBohhied his feet. In this fash-
lon they lod him back through the
gate.

Tha news had gone down the briet
slopa 1o tha town. The nolse of It
eould ba heard paseing llks & wavs
all through Derays,

Matoo Rubriz was captured!

This day which bad dawned an
bright nnd which had closed lo the
douhle darkness of nigbt and raln,
this was the famous day, after all,
of tha captura of Mateo Rubriz at
Ingt. It hod ecomed that his atory
would run on forever, but this was
the ending of it.

In the meantime, officers were
running. Squnds of soldlers were
coming up. There {n the ralp on the
parade-ground they esarched him
nnd found the Iiitle sack of gold,
ten pounds of It Also, they found a
small are of goldwork set with fAve
big emeralds, ks the oyes of a ent!

HAT sama Major Luls Alvirez
who Mhad flogged Rubriz and
mada him dancs wes the Bighost
ranking oMecer among thoss who
conductad the search of Mateo Rub-
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Rubrlzflung the dasr at the sergeant

riz In the rain. And the clover braln
which was hidden o bls narrow fore-
hdnd nbéve hils narr fuvy was
struck through with an tosplration
the Instant that he saw the tve big
emearnlds sad the arc of heavy gold.

The obvious thing wus to carry
the troasure at once back to the
good Blabop Emillnno, The less ob
vioua thing was to report the fnding
and dellver tha jowels to Goneral
Ignacio stradn. Peopla hud been
whispéring soma odd things about
him and tha famous rabbery of the
Church of Our Lady.

And no sooner had Major Alvares
seen the treasure than be stralght-
way pocketed It and exelalmed,
londly: “Thin ta stuff worthy of go-
Ing bofore the goporal, Have wa
found the church-robbar, at Inst?
Forward mareh!”

That was haw he marched Rubriz
away In wearch of the goenaral

The general Bimsslf was not in
the fort, for the momont. He was out
on ona of his big chargers, isading
n mearch in person through the wet
willows besida the tiver, though
every Inch of the ground had al
rendy been trampled over long he-
fora this by tha eager soldlars,

Tha fury of the genernl was sa
great that it loft him calm. He
whnted to order the Instant execu
tlon of all the offcers In the guard
room by tha postern gate, And then
he would order that the postern it
self should be walled up solldly

Hin fury was stringely quallfied,
non& the less. For ha ¢ d not belp
rememboriog that {1 was through
this sama postern that he bad led
ten maskad men, on a cortaln night,
Inte the town abd towards the
Ck T Our Lady of Gusdalotipa
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“DON'T SHOUT™

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS
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MOTHER SWoUf5 LOUDER,
BROTHER AND SISTERL

CHIMING N, RE
EERFAING UNINTELLIGIBLE  HE CAN HERR WHaT 10 SHOUT UPSTRIRS, NOW
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MOTRER LODMS |N FROM  6OES OUT INHD HALL
KITCREN AND SKYS 10
TELL DADDY UPSTAIRS
THEf SUPPER'S RERDY

Q)

HROWS BACK HERD
AND CALES LUSTIY
*SUPPER'S READY!®

BELLOWS FOR PItY's
SAKE WLLTHEY SfoP
SHOUTING ATHIM S0

MOTHER'S SpYwe
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SHOUTS WhAT DID SHE
say ? HE COULDNIT
HERR

REALIZES MOTHER |5
€ALLING To HIM TROM

KITZHEN

6085 UP. REACHES TOP

OF STAIRS, WHEN FAMI-

WY SHOUTS IN CHORUS
NEVER MIND, DADDY

CAME DOWN -THE
Bacr way

IN ENSUING LULL MOTHER
ShWS SHE'S TOLD HIM
BoAIN AND ABAIN Not

80 UP AND TELL DADDY
AUIETLY
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BEN WEBSTEE'S CAREER

Y COUNTRYMIEN,

TAILSPIN TOMMY—The Tide of Sentiment Turns!
[[seRorES, senoRAL, AND BEHiORTAS - <

WOU HAVE JUBT

LOVTNESEED A DIABSLICAL
ATTEMPT TO ABSASSIHATE

Weleome to Archis!
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1AM UN AFRAID! 1F MY DEATH
WILL BENEFRIT MAZIL- "THEN
S HOAT ME Now!
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OH, MR
CHIRR 1=

(T WASN'T LONG BEFORE THE CIRCUS FOLKS DECIDED TO TAKE
ADVANTAGE OF BENMS INVITATION TO VISIT ARCHIE —BOUNCING BETTY,
AS THE FAT LADY WAS KNOWN, WAS FIRST ON HAND/
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