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BYNGPEIS: Montana snd Rub.
rie hove aulered tha fory of Durago
and repoined for the chureh rhe
emerald erosa of Our Lady, afolea
in tha firei place by the gopdrmar
Montane fownd the way with the
Nelp of Rovite; nors flosita Aaa be-
trewed him o Ehe poversar, e
and Mubriz are frying tn escihpe
from the aroussd fort—and Ihe
ehances ars very shism

Chaptar 24
AT THE POSTERN
ONTANA reached the stalrs that
slanted atesply down through

N

o S
A RAPID-FIRE ROMANCE BY

it |
hiowing the call ta arme Rubrig
want on downo the stalrs,

The governor, eptering his bed-
room, looksd wildly around him.
But nothing was wrong, Tho door of
the cloget that contaloed the pre
cious safe was closed, All wan sp
parenitly well

“Your
shouted to the
vou have aves tell
neel’

“Thern |n rather an odd odor In

he
gl { ¢

wiat they

eves!

me

the wall. Someons camo running up | the alr,” said one of the afficors.

toward him. almost crashed Ittn
him. Tha soldler Jumped back
agafnst the wall. “Pardon, senor!"
ha gasped.

Montans went silentiy past. He
was down the second flght of
stalra. He was at the entrance to
the guardrdom, There had bien
three men (o the placs when ha and
Rubriz made thelr ontranan, terrihle
hourn before. There were almost &
dozen present now, and thare was a
eaptaln among them!

From the deepa of hla throat the
Kid summoaned a guttural roar: “At-
tention!" and strode In on the wings
of that word.

They ¢ame to rigld attention, all
of them, thalr eyes foallshly staring,
thelr arma foollahly stiff at thelr
dides. So the KId eromsed to the
door.

“Opent" he thundered.

“Bat, Bxcellency—" sald the cap-
taln.

There was a corporal who heard
the ward “excellency” and sprang
Uke & frightsnod ratbit to do the
first bidding. He worked teverishly,
wrenching back the thres balte. He
thrust them so fast and hard that
they clanged loudly. Tha heavy
door yawoed a little,

“Excellency—" nald the captalin,

“Shence!" roared El Keed,

“Bllence be damned!" exclalmed
tha captain, "What are you and who
ara you?"

Hp came striding, with a jingle
of aptirs, and the Kid leaped through
the widening lp of the door,

The plght strick at him ke a
wet black hand, He heard, from be-
Hind him, a scream of rage and ams
tonishment 1lke the ahrick of a
WOmALL

Hard to the left he turned, shed-
ding the encumbering clonk na he
ran. Hehind him, the arm of Hght
was widening, renching Into the raln
of tho nlght. And the gunrd was

{pouring out, ench man shooting nt
the brilllant phantom nothingness
of tha lUght and the raln.

Then they had sight of Montana
to thelr lefl, already dim with nlght
and distancs, and running stralght
down tho slope towards thoxe wil-
lows which stood by tha bank of
the river. They pansed aven now to
fire a few shots, In hope of good
tortune and also to eatech the ear
of tho rest of the fort. Then they
burat Into pursult of a Fugltive who
wan already Invisible.

Ono ery cama out of the throat of
the Kid as he nearad the willows
And when lin came through them ha
found the glgantle form of the frinr,
The KId lezped on the red mare,

“Take the black and the mule”
he commanded. "I have half of the
erown. The goldlers are after me. We
must ford the rlver, Rubrle will
naver come this way tonlght!"

They pushed straight out from the
traes Into the water, ‘he raln, sent
out of a kind heaven, the same wind
and raln that had tortared Montanp
on the ledgs beneath tha window,
now stormed down In an Impens
trable vell, He could hear gunshota
from behind, but he conld sea noth.
ing. ‘The water rose to his kneen
It shpnled, Hae came out on the far
ther shord, with Brother Passual
boside him.

§ Montana bhad guessed, It woa

not on the strength of his hands
thnt Rubris was depending when he
detarmined to leave the governor's
room by the open way.

When he cams to the taller door,
he pleked 1t up and placed the byt
den of 11 over hix whoulder atid tha
back of hin neck. He had harely put
the thing In position when many
wen atorined In from the hall with
pantiug General Ipnaclo Estrada at
thelr hend.

16 eaught Rubrie by the shaulder,
Hin crip allpped on the great rub-
bary museles that shod tho bones of
Rubriz.

“What's this? What's happening
here®™* orled Esirada.

‘I carry away the door to be re
paireld sild Rubrie *1 know noth-

“The damped moldy smell always
blows up with o storm out of this old
rat-erap!" doecinred the general,

“There s thls black burn on the
carpet,” sald nnother officer,

“Burn on the carpet? What burn,
you fool?" bellowed the genaral,

Then ba auw i, and followed the
irregular aourse of the lttla black |
npols to the polnt where they dis
appeared under the deor of the
eloset. At that, a suspicion ton ter-
rible to pass up Into worda over
whelmed him. He paseed s hand
neross his shaggy halr.

[t seemed to him that a ghoet, not
Ighacin Estradn, had been rejololng
himself not long betore with the
protty face of & girl. Compared with
nuch nloss na might befall him, what
wera all tha women of the world?

Ha tors open the elosel door. [n.
alde, the thick, atrange smell which
hind bean notlcepbla In the bedroom
was much more pronounned. And
the door of the safe hung open on
one hinge—the drawera ha been
Jerked out, half the contenta acat-
tered, half taken!

He had a good hold on the edge
of the door or he would have stag
gorad. He might even hava fallen
to his knoes under the welght of
this colamity, [nstead, ho merely
rolled bick hin head and started
upwardn. |

“Father in heaven, what hava [
done to you?" mutterad Estrada,

E turnod slowly oo the others,
“Got aut Into every corner of
the bullding!"™ he excladmed. “Burs
row Into the eracks of the stones.
Beonuse Bl Keed In hers amopg us
My God! how ean n man wnlk in-
visible® | nm robbed. Do you hear?
And El Keed ="

A loud and sustained raitling of
gunn began at thin moment. The
general ran to the open window and
leaned out |

“It's from ‘the postern! It the
thlef hns escopod by the way he
eams, I'Tl skin the gunrds and oat
them with my own teeth!"

“No, Exeellency. Hp could not
haye gone that way, | myself poated
ten mon and Captaln —*

“Damn the men—damn the cap-
tainsg! Nomes are no gond, Numibers
wre nothing. Bralos aro what rule

| why are you carrying it

tho warld, Seatter! Use your Toat 12
you ean't use your wits"
« s 8 8w

The door wowk heavy, but Rubriz
could hnva carrled It Uke & feather
It e e not known that it was het-
ter to nestime the swinging, slow
paee af the true lnhorer. So he went
patlontly down the stairs,  and
through the lower gallery, and
finally Ihito the great open courtyard,
where he was shocked hy n nofse of
Nring just outside the fort and s
clamoring of volees mads high and
thin by excltemont.

He froppad the door to the ground,
but notleing that soma soldiers
wers watchlng Wim, he hastily put
it on his buek oned mors and went
an

Had they captured Montann?

Well, at leant the cutss of the
wlarm bell was stil] o Hls ear, boats
Ing on his brain with the lmpulsa 1o
flon ns faat as ho conld. He kept to
his stondy galt right across the in-
alde parndeground. Ho wna right
at the gate hetors be was halted,

"Who goes there?"

“Luls Lapae™

“What's thatt"

“The door of the room of General
Estrada”

“What are you dolng with the
door of the commandor® sskod the
Heutenant. He began te lnugh an

he nsked the question.
"I oam eareying 18" wald Rubrle,
simply,

“l can ses you are, donkey. But

"Inm taking it away, 4 Rubrie
“He patlent” sald another young
offider, “You can doe that the man (s
nat Yight, up here."
‘Well, these fooln! Lul Lapas?
Yos, soflor™
‘Where s your pass?™
wont (. my aefior

Ing bt arders 1am a poor servant, Come, gome! Slmpleton or no
pefhor n, that whn't do  here!
A hetbowite AN fools. Nothing | Where did vou losw 1t7
but hilnd men around me (onlEhb" | |/ ouisimne (030, Harper & Brathers)
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bunles Tomurrow, recognitisn  prings
WHBIE L asded danger 1o Aubeir.
RADIO DAMAGE SUIT e "
SCHEDULED FEB. 25 s e
Argumienta on s damurrer, filed in II Sk anre y Her !
A dattiagn - st tutoed Mew riity X A
Henrdetts B Martin, tormor presds | AN an « j \
N e st Ao MONKEY LAW T0O STAY
tor 458050 wirgra dusges | ON TENNESSEE BOOKS
r 1‘- l.- a8 ? "_'_r"n JT NASHVILLE r Fa
Wt Poriing Al By A
T il aliri WMis P
Virgin, dite ATTA —
made st Deowt it | A t
by Mre Muriin {on cans | Inw
oelltg i ' . : i
DUSTIMMRE, | kel g rEed  LSonver a frided 2 L ’
fence mna Lumliison nie,

FIVALDFBATEAT
TAENTTHURSOAY

or the Talent de-
give thelr final de-

2 Jnp
1 sehot]l  auditoriu
dehnted in:

Talent h
question belre

nn FPrida

"a il

ThHe affirmative will be upheld by |

Alvin Smith. Clarenge Mathes, and
Irenin Aloock. The negative by Ken-

) ¥ Daroiby Mathes, and
Darathy Wells

The sgund hax had several - :
tira debates with Mediord and -

land ligh achonls in which they
fod A knowledge of the questio
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GETTING DRY

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS

will wrrjve

URCED BY TYDINGS

Feb, 10 —[AP)—

WASHINGTON,
¥ i

GEf5 ALL BUNDLED UPIN BI
TOWEL AFTER Wis BATH

o L] IPET | bear per
pAturs in 1845
Tydings axplained that
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Phone 542 We'll haul away sour
reluse. Clty Sanitary Service.
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THEN HIS ARME

i o s
When it comes 1o radivs, rememoer
"Pruitt’s can do {t" Phoga 22

15 FUN

THE SWEET FLAVORED

(’I'k )27,

NOW FOR HI3 L£65
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BUT OH HE'D FORGOTIEN

HAVING HIS TOES DONE TICKLES

'3

\
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DOESHNIT MIND HAVINGE HIS HAIR
DRIED BECAUSE THERE ISN'T
VERY MILCH OF 1

AND EETTING HIS BRCK DONE

o

WV
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AND UIKES HAVING FACE WIPED
S0 HE CAN CPEN EYES WItHDLT
EETfING SOAP |N THEM

ESPECIALLY uMEN MUTHER RuUS
HIM A

HIY GVER AND GUWES
REGULAR MASSAGE

AND 50 THE DRYING OF THE
LAST FOOT ENDS IN THE USUAL
RICT 6F WAVING ARMS AND [E€5

S'MATTER PNP—

WI-IAT WoULD Ya-
Do i CASE OF H—
TBurseLar?
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By C M Payne
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TAILSPIN TOMMY—Just in Time!
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BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER—A Large Order

"OF COURSE, BEN, I'LL BE
GLAD TO SEE THE FOLKS

TF

AND THEVRE|

GOING 1O BE

WHO USED TO WORK FOR | GLAD TO SEE L

can

By Hul Furrest
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-’y:—'mev ALL WANT TO GET AWAY
FROM CHEETS -THEY HATE HIM:

= AND THIS 15 OUR BIG CHANCE, ARCHIE-

v CHEETG WONT HAVE A CIRCUS WHEN

WE GET THROUGH WITH Him-=

-=BUT THAT ISNT THE i
POINT—WHEN THEY COME
OVER HERE TODAY | WANT

" by Jir Juue Wiltaes
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MONEY,
BEN 7

)

~NO
HE PAPRE

TUWO
TOoODAaN

WOMDER WE

2 ot S TV A
e T
BINIT S

s L MAVBE T DONT

HIGGEES RIGH'T

LIKE HiMm

‘AFTER
ALL (THERES NO CNE |

TREAT 1

I
__-..._.._l

The Nell Bmdioata Ine b
& Pat Offies |I ~

1038, 55
s Muk Reg U

| GUESS IM THE
LUCKIEST WOMAN
N THE WORLD -AND

THINKING HOW HARDY

i DEAR - | WAS JUST
| WE WERE WHEN WE

YOU v

(2] 1. 38
NJES, AND 1| SUPPOSE YOURE
[ HAPPY AND YLk TELL YOou \
| SOMETHING THAT 1 XNOW 15 |
W SOING TD DAKE YOU MaD o
\ it sTILL 8200 TO THE .

By George ﬁ'I_T'i;l_uul
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| WHOLE FaMILy
| CANT BE LUCKY-
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