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Chapter 24

EXPLOSION
UBRIZ and Montunn stood again
In the bedroom of the general,
and the bandit wasted one moment |
to say 10 his friend:

“Thera Ia your lesann! 1f you muﬂ'

have women, kive them your hand—
but only with gold In it Give tru
to them and you give it to the wind!™

“Wa hava work te do” sald the
Kid through his teeth,

And he went strisight for the cloxet
in which they had found the snfe of
Tgnnelo Estrada. Tha teoth of Mon.
tatin wara still wet hard and some-
thing that was notquites smiles kept
1ifting his lip a trifle.

When they were tnalde the closat,
Rubris could hear his friend hum-
ming that old, old song: "Lave 1s not
happiness.™

ftubrle himee.t Jolned in the hum-

ming, very sofily, The two of them |

tell to work with the aklll of o'd
practitionors,

Suppose a sound an of two lm
monse hands clapped togother, in
such a fashion that the alr {8 not
struck out Aatlings, In & thunder
elap, Supposs a palr of huge doora
hurled down on a thick carpet.
Imagine & quivering ahock that runa
through a ballding and sesmn (o
soma trom any direction at all—the
siles, the bottom, the tap.

That wns what the explonton wan
like In Fort Durayn. Noarly overy
goul In the blg bullding heard it or
folt It, for It was nlmost more to be
felt than to be henrd, A good many
thopght that it was a sovere earth-
ginke

Maat mon looked at one another,
startled, and muottered, “There's
somothing wrong!"” Thera ware Yery
taw who could guess that It wns ae-
tinlly an exploslon.

The general, Ignacio Estrada, was
ona of these. He had bronght Rosita
to the gata of the fort, on hila arm, so
that she had nothing to do except
to naunter down the short slope to:
warids the lights of the town.

was wet—It was
“That dog
hat it In to

e curnad
ned!™ growled Robriz

glve me false materinll™

Then the explosion came. [t blew
tha donr of the ¢ shuddering
oper \n |l""‘||“|.' an it wore,
t thi

When
they Inun
vl hanging by only one hinge!
Woll, let them taks this much
good fortuns almost for granted—
alnes they wers not yot cloar of the
fort! Even 1t the emerald crown
wore In thelr handm, they had aot
gnined it uptil they were out of Fort
Duaraya.

That was why they sald nothing
when from the secand or third
| drawer thay opened they took s soft
wrapping of chamois. It fell open In
their hands and they saw the green
glinting of the emeraldn, ke the
ovea of cata when a torch reflecta
trom them by night,

Then they heard the shirill neighe
ing of the alarm bugle that was
blowing from tha gate of the fort
anfl enusing the echolng of tram-
| pling fedt to sound In fmmediate an:
swer from the barracks and all
throngh the big bullding.

"Now for the last step!™ aald
Ruhrie.

I_ E TOOK one half of the hroken
grown and gave the other to his
friend.

*Ay." sald Montann "Ona nf us
may stlok dn the trap, Take some of
this stum"

He had plcked two aoft, heavy
Ittle bagn of gold ocut of soother
drawoer of the safe, fubrle dropped
one into n pocket of his trousers
Montana put the [fttle ten-pound
welght {npide his coat,

“I'ha’ heat way is Tight back to the
poitern by wihich wa came In. Fol
low ma there, Rubrie”

“Bark the same way? Ther will
have It erowded with arimod men"

*1 tell you that's the safest
chinee,”

“Montana, It 15 no chanca at all!"

They were in tha bedroom of the
governor agaln, They were in the
clodet oppoxlte to that which had
lield the snfe, ind whils Rubriz com.
pleted his contuma by huddling

n

In tront of the entire guard at the | Awiftly Into a shite shirt which he
gite, ho leaned and kissed the girl.|snatched from a ahelf, Montans
Bho rocolved that caress on & hrow | plekad a great eloak from its hangor

of atone, and the general would not
have been surprised IE ha had heard
n snicker from one of the men,

anid Aung It around his shoulders,
They sprang out agalh Into the
Dpl‘ll rooi.

“Well, Roslta” he sald to her,| “Rubriz, I tell you | have n lucky

*on
battor.'”

“Lahadl pray,” she answared. !iht-l qulokly!l—to me

looked ¥1ght back at him. e dld not

of thess days yon will like me | feeling. Conie with me tonight!”

“In the name of God, Montana—

A volte énlled st distantly. Then

Kiow whother to curse heor Lapolence | 8 door oponed and there was a aud

or damn Her stupldity. Then he de

bogin to use all of his bralns in the | bedchamber.

atudy of her.
Far one thing, she had taken on

Montanns, springing for the door
that jed ioto the {itle slde ¢orridor,

additional slgnificapes, simply be [ could not belleva himselt wheu he

eaune he know that atie had scon Ei
Keod faee to face, perhaps had
smiled and lnughed with that fan-
tastie adventurer, Bhe atartled the
good general as though he had dls
ecoversd, In goma plain, drab woman
of middle age, the widow of n groat
man.

snw Rubriz rush stralght forwared to
encounter this overwhelming dan
Rer.

Well, mera physleal reslstance
could not be In the head of the
Mexican. He must have thought out
aoma cunning deviee.

So Monlana went rapidly through
the corrldor, Ho came out enutlous:

ORI Kl Keed wan groat in the eyes |1y Iito the offiecra’ messhall, Two
of Genoral Estrada, In part the|0F thres chalrs wern overturnod. He

grontiions wan based upon m mystery.

found Hlmself, againat his own he

Extrada could understand why men | 168 pavsing to finlah off & brimming

should dare greatly for gront ore
wards, but to ride Into danger mere:

glnan of wine
But, afrer ally the matter of a few

Iy for tho sake of dangor’s face waa [ Seconds here and there we -:ln ba ot

an absurdity and a madness,

no Importance, He might as well

Thoso wore the thoughts that|panse for a elgaret. [t wolld evan
wore working in the mind of the|help him.

goveroor as he sald goodhy to the

Conaldering this, heactually 1ght

glcl, and at that moment he heard | #d # smoko and then wont on again

frotm somewhera Inalde the fort—or
wan It not from the ground beneath sound ey

him?—that soft, thiek, muflied ax
ploslon, Ha started, He looked wild
1y At Roalta,

“What Is ILT" sha asked him,

"El Keed—1 think, El Keed!"

npid the governor,
“Inaldo the fort?™
=gl dnnide the fort?™

Shwe even made a pace or iwo In|
pursult of the general, hut Estrada
wits making off at full spoed, ahout-

Ing to the ofMcor «
the alnrm! Everr
Sound the alarm

tha gnle

That was why Montana and Ru |

beid did not have much time

I'lier had watehed (ks five run
down the fuse under the door of the

clonet. They d heard the vers

ernckilng ant

walted, All sound ended.

aha  gasped,

Baund

wan at his pontt | Wis |

spitting sound which
the fuse made Tlies lay fdat on o

]
Aoor in a corner of the bodrosm and

e buglos were stlil going, the
ing tha thirk walls
the mind lHke per
ought. But not
aven the ie walla conld
keep oul the dan d rattling and
clamoring and crazy rhythma of the
alirm bolls
The bullding seemed Lo trenible as
the sotinds found physieal oot In
18 ol fort. And
1 ran out through the
into his hrain
if that with
to speak, anid cast It

dimly, en

na of

well aver N rad
well down oo the lorehead. The
fiap of the clonk w

| Maontans fnds, tomerrow, Hie
way bloiked by many »

den rushing of footfails, elose at
clded that he wonld do neither, but | hand, at the vory entrance to the
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o STORY ON STAND

il PAWNEER, Okin, Feh, 18.—(AP)—
tald today of kill-
Jr, In A storm
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|
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- PERPETUAL YOUTH BY

ARTIFICIAL HORMONES
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By Wade Werner
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Workit In BAllnr-nnd Steinach
JU. atcording to the nmewspaper. ex-
tended the fertility of eattle long
past the normal period by his In-
Jections with the reault that the pro-
gany of valuable animals has been
Increased,

Hope warn held nut that his ays.
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| without techniesl difficulties

The ch
non™
as weoll
An artifiel
which her

feal used s called “Progy-
% can be used on males
males. It was described
compounded hormones
ofore have besn produc

only by lving organismas.

The Austrian glologl
withholding the acler

sald he was
Ifie explana-

amtion of a paper on the subject

He han been mssisted In hils exper-

imsnts by an  Amorican chemist

named Dolsy, & Osrman  professcr
vned Buteénandt. and also by Dr
<het Nowak of WVienna.

—— e
WINDOW GLASE—We eell winduw
Riass and will replace your prokerp

| windows reasonably Trowbridge Cab
Viner Worka

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS *~ r

THE MINUTE THAT SEEMS A YEAR
 YEAR

voug FIRGT CALLER IN THE NEW
EIGHRORHOOD, ON WHOM YOU HOPED
TO MAKE A 600D IMPRESSION, COMES OUT
INfO THE HALL 10 PUT HER ‘THiN(a‘: ON SLOYAS

(Copyright, 1935, by The Bell Byndicate, Ine)
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