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Chapter 22
TREACHERY

HHO!" murmured the gensral,
“Are you talking to me abent |
marrlage?™

“I'm talking to you about noth
ing.” sald Hoalta,

“1 enuld go—a goneral Uke Es
rada—ha could go to some big
canel-owner with A bundred thou-
sand cattle-——with rivers and moun:
tains all or his own—a map ke
Eatradn could find & man with a for
tune and a daughter. El, Roalta?"

*Well, there are plonty of them."

“Put let me tel. yon | am golng to
be rich in my own right And then,
Rosftn—well, | have eyes and I've
yged tham. Do you understand? You
are enough for me In youraslf”

She ferked around towards him, |
*Ah, i dp that? ahe asked.

“Weil, look at me and say some-
thing. What do you sea?"

“A hig muntache™ sald tha girl,
enlmly,

It woomed to Montana that the
goneral would suraly Ay Into A pas:
slom, but he only Inughed,

“When I'm on horsehaek, 1 look
battar.” he sald, "But I'm not heautl:

i\
Wittt

ful. Howover, thers are banutiful
thirngs nbout e,

“Thora are the soldiers who are
afrald not to follow you,” suid the
sirl

“They havs (followed mas Into
places, too, Thoy have disd lke files
around me. Maybo they will dle that
way agaln, That 1s what e Aare, to
me. Flios, now that I am Gonoral
Estrada. Bul bocanna thoy aro frald
to run away when I lead them, ona
day I shall ba rich.!

“Yus," nodded the girl

*“The Onest province In Mexleo—
1 shall ask for It, and It shall he
mine. Stall wa help ourselves to the
plunder, then "

“iirg T

“Yar, You and I Rosita, | spoak
from my heart. Sea what 1 am. Not
basutiful. Not very young, Hul
strong. Thore Is a bhraln op hisrs on
top of the mustache.'

“That In trus,” she answared

L BRAIN clover enbugh to sen
that Foslta is worth more than

s rioh girk, Tell me, then—are we o
b married T

“Wall, porhaps we are,” sha snld.

"And thean you will stop letting
your eyes run this way and that7

I try to stop,” she sald. “It's
Bard to learn all at ones™

She was hnrd as steel, bright as
steel, eold na miesl Thers wan ne
smilitig about her, now,

G2

“Np she agroed Aut sha
fr d.
Thes toll pie—war it the truth
1 #poke to me Lonin
No.” abho waid

A little eloctrd
ap the

1

ew I

envral, gent Bt tru nlways
A waltome guost, ove hap 1t
comes Into, Who wan it the. you sent

to the postern and tald ahout the
signal that would bring out the ser
grant?

At this she elosad ler eyes and
bent back hor hend, na tha Kid had
soin har do Liefore. Hut it laat ahe
looked st the gov r agnin and
sadd, “It wan a gringo”

A griogo? And ho has come eafe-
Iy Into this furt ax ane oyt akaln T

“He has stalned hin skin to make
It darker. Hiy hatr 15 black: But hia
eyes ara bive"

“Go noo!" wrged the gensral *]
ahall bave bim 401 have to ride 2
ousand miles to get blm"

She shook ber end,

ool he de

"“Hi\' do you kay
to ma! I W

mantded. "Listen

Is some outlawed man, | bhave
frinnds among the bandits. also,
shall use enough monay to sarm thi

enold hoarts Before long [ ehall leare
his trafl”

“It s El Keed!" sho sald slmow
gloomily.

|fer the same purposs

“El Keed™ the general repented
stupldiy,

The anger of Bubrie ot this tronch
ory minde him actunlly murmuar out
loud. The Kid pripped binarm to call
him bagk to bhimaclt, His own toeth
wore set. ofc told himeelf chat he
was srelng ot Hosltn, only, hal the
hnarts of all pretty woren,

Tho goneral had taken the news
lke u bullet through the body, “El
Keed?" he repeated, stupidiy. “But
he la far away In the north. Mexico
In elosod against him® 1 the testh
of a wolf frozen doad. fo will never
dare to enter this country agaip.
Some other man has pretendod to he
Bl Keod!"

“It Is Bl Keed" mbie fusisted, in
that flat volea, “in hls own country
thore Is nothing for him ta do bt
sleep and grow {at. That Ia why he
bas ¢nme {nto Mexleo agaln™

YBut in Dorayn—hers Inmy fort—
wist could bha want here?™

Yo emerald orown of Our Lady, "
said the gich

“Blood of my bheart! Blopd of
Heaven! Blood of my heart!™
kasped the genersl “Why ehould ha
look that hare?

Tha gitl smiled. *We are friends
—wa toll no line o ooe another™
wald she

Hut Estrada had to take n tiurn or
so up and down the room bafors ha
could faca Roslta anee more

"Then we hoglth ax friencs, and
Hope to end as lovera?™ hin anked

“Wa may end that way,” sald the
girl

"I'1=::n tenches us how Lo put up

th ugly thinga' sald the Jeneral |
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" By GLUYAS WILLIAMS

B A

BEEN ALLOWED 10 5ITUP
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