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Chapter 17
OPEN DOOR

VHEN they wera sianding belore
the gate, Montama lified his
band. Rubriz at onca stepped up
mgainst the wall, fattening bimself
agalnst it Thera be walted while
Montsna rapped twice, patsed, rap-
ped twics agalo, and then thres
Himes, rapldly and Ughtly,

Thera was only a momant's pauss,
and then & key was heard turning.
Great bolta slid back, one by one,
each making & llght clanking sound
s it disengaged; and finolly the
heavy door hegan to sag outwards,
As 1t opened volces thrust out into
the night.

“Be tender, Andres”

*Be kind, Andres!"

“Ba still, you fools!™ panted a
galck, harsh answer from close to
the door.

It yawned wider, uatil the lamp.
light was glistening over the thick
fron plates which shod the Inalde
of the postern, studded with the
heads of a hundred rivets big
snough to hava besn worked into
the sids of the mightiest of liners,

He who was thrusting the door
open could ba sesn at the gnme time,
oos of thosa man who ara big from
the walst up and bowlegged be-
peath, the legs bending as though
to support and balance more eanlly
the top-hsnvy bulk above,

He wore wrinkled cotton troussrs,
but abova the walst, where his rody
became more important, his uniform
graw splendid, also, and wound up
In epauletted shouldera At to have
graced a mnjor, at the least. He
wors at his belt a long sheathed
knifs and & revolver, and he car.
ried o rifle sliing over hin shoulder,
for that was the constant ruls with
all the mon of that wary old fox,
Genoeral Estrada.

“8efiorita—Rosita—my dear!™
whispered the pantlng volce of the
sergeant as he thrust himself at Inst
through the gap of the opening door
Into the dark of the night outalde.
¥Whare are You, my sacrod Y oauty?"

The blow that fall on him made &
dull sound, because It strick on
Ihs padding of muscles just over tha
junetura of hend aod neck. Even
then, only the sxtraordinary fenh of
Sergennt Andres prevented him
from sustalning a fracturs of tha
splnal column or ths neck verle-
brae, boacatise Rubriz had atrick
from the slde and with mueh en-
thusiasm.

Montana, glldlog forward from
the opposite aide, received tha top.
pling welght in his arma and Iafd it
In a heap upon the ground.

“Well, closs tha door, at least,”
oald & volce Inslde the door, “or
wao'll have to come and look out,
Andrea!” :

“Wa've counted to ten, and the
door is still not closed. Poor Andres,
Ia this our fault or yours?"

The two bagan to laugh.

“Lot mo go first!" sald one.

“Keep back, you fooll 1've ataried
Rlready.™

HEY came, scuffling, and struck

thelr shoulders against tha door,
which shuddered open with & allght
groaning of the hinges. Ioto the
widening shaft of light which was
allowed to escaps Into the night in
this manner, stepped the masked
face of Montana, with Ruhris scarce-
Iy bahind him.

Thelr lovalad revolvers diove the
soldlers back In m confusion. But
thay did not actually fles. Rubriz
wns cursing them by all tha namen
of his favorite sainta,

“Ran, you rats! Run, (og-steal:
ers! Run, brindled sawine—and give
ma a chance to jump en you hehind
and pull back your heads to eut
your throats tha better! Ay, run,
fools! Don't stand waiting!™

But they conld not ran. The husky
sobblng of his breath paralyzed
them, for hw seemed lika & man
alveady drinking bload.

Montans, unalded, Wfted up the
bulk of the fallen sergaant, dragged
him Inside the door, and lat his
loosenad weaight spill dow> on the
floor. Starlog at him, he pulled the
doar shut agalo o keep In the tell:
tale, broadeslng mrm of Yght that
rdvanced into the darkness

Montana stepped over him and
saw that Rubris had wirned his men

I'n saint or of Heaven sve

ugalnst the wall and bad 1.
away thelr weapons, He was rapidl}
tying their wrista together.

One of the soldlera was only a
boy. He began to wesp in & small
wadk volce, getting ot rame of
now and

than,

“Soldiers? | could maks n baties
poldier out of wet corpmeni!”™ sald
Rubriz. “Sueh men as thess to be
fn the uniforms of scldlers™

“Gag ‘emt" sald Montana, and set
to work.

The second soldler began s
soroam. Hs got out ons hall-breath
af sonnd bafore Rubriz beat out the
voles with a stroke of his fist and
then began to throst & wadded plece
of cloth batwean the tecth of the
guard.

“Not tea desp and not too hard,"
cautionad Montaun, “Wa don't want
to bave dead men behind us, amigo.”

“Will you tell me how 1o gag a
man?" exclaimed Rubriz, angrily,
“Hememiber, Montana, that 1 was
gagging men whils you wors still .o
the cradle, and 1 have gagged them
evor aince. If apy man in the world
bas the touch, | am he.”

He Onished triussing his man as he
spoke, They turned to the ssrgeant,
Ha was harsly breathing. And be-
cauge of that, Montana took charge
of the gagging, making sure that the
wad of cloth was worked well Inside
the moauth, but that the topgus was
oot thrust baek {ato tha thront, with
a rhanen of strangling poor Andres,

Now three goldlers of (ieneral Es
tradn 1oy on thelr faces slda by alds,
each Liod to the othor, so that move:
ment would be impossible for all,

"How much time has that cost
us!" muttered Rubriz

"“"You've promised me,” answered
tha Kid. "No murder, Mateo!"

YCell It what you want," said Ro-
briz, "but the kind God who watches
un knows how much lime wa've
wasted hore in His honor, when we
might bave left them still forever,
with n thrust splecs. Coma on |
know the way. I've momorizes every
turn of every hall [n tha placal®
H went on, leading stralght up

a flight of stulrs which was
drilled through tha thickness o. the
great old walls of the fort of Duraya,

Behind them, all the three meo
Iny still, but the sergeant was be
gloning (v move his Jaws & little
Ha atirred tham with eare, nnd he
began tn push with hls tongue
agnainst the basa of the wadding that
kept him from drawing ¢ free
breath,

After a timo his tongue seamed
toawell with the effarts hie had beer
making. Hin throat appeared tu he
closing, ales, Ho had to struggl
to got any breath into his lutiga

Then ho conld not breathe at all

With this, In a frizhtfol panle, he
heaved himael! tv hls knees ag
strongly that tha other two 'were
draggoed ont of place, nlso. He tug
ged with all his might. The twine
that bound his wrists eut thiough
the akin lke dull Hlades of knlves
Dut avery effort he mads only stified
him the more.

Thia he realized.

Thero werc two palrs of handa be
sldes his own, ready with a gesturs
to plick the strangling thing from
his mouth, but all thoss hands were
helpless as hls awn,

The sergeant remembered an old:
folk tals out of his youtll And sud
denly he saw that to struggle was tc
kI bimsed. If he were to make
hisadway of any kind, ha would have
to relnx himselt in every muscla
firat. Then he might ha able to
breathe,

So he dropped down. His faco was
1o the dust, but this did nol matter.

He could fool the prossure of the
blood thrusting up In his choeks
His neck was awelling. Even to open
his oyen was difMenlt

He began think of death, but
As ha (sualized it, and as he deter
mined that he would best oul hia
bralns aguinst the rock to shorten
the sgony, he saddenly diszovered
that a nendle of coldness wan thrust
Ing into the fever of his throat,

And then lie realized that it was s
whift of alr. It drew In sudibly
through the horribla slaver that
filled his motth. His whols thron
wan growlng coolar.

And presently ha know that hly
Iife was suved And he could acty
ally breathe, By degrees he wan go
ing to reduce tha burning agony of
fire In his lungs

Instead of pausing to thank Ged
for this “ellverauce, with tas stub
boroness of & hero, or af & brute, Ne
instantly commanced making fresh
| efforta to waork the gag from His
| mouth
| (Coppm

oht, 1335, Harper & Rrotheral

Rubriz, temorrow, doss A dance
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WATER SYSTEMIS &.5ie e
BE'NG |NST A“.EI] |apee, Henaroom ta neing tocreased.
AT OREGON CAVES

doing away with many "hemnnml
rociks” Drainage systam are daing
nstalied to eliminata sloppy condl-
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A citmb
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Improvements — Under- |, 7us et Packbone” s bels

[ ground Pathway Madg

Iny
tions under foot. Where necessary
the most difficult

Safer — Trail

tha trail 1s being widened and ::-pn'
ara being construsted which, together
with improved mampways. will pre-|
vent slipping sand make it easier

the stesper portiom of

PASERERWATA

In
the entire rotite through thie caves
PUShed | Thie ‘watér syrstem’ that runs the en-

{ tire length of the caves has been
tempomarily dosconnsctad and an alr‘

| compressor haa been |nstalled which

CAMP OREGON CAVES, KERBY.| Ia tled into the pipeline, making
Ore., Feb, 13 —(5pl)—With clearing | compresaed sir available for the wse|
| weather rapld progreas ls being made| of pompréssed alr toola At all re-|

|la the emergency conssrvation work

ordered for an 80-foot apan timber
bridge acrosa Bucker creek to cone
pect the trall with the state high-
wAY syslem

Materisls have baen ordered for a
comEnunity house to be bullt in the
Grayback forest service public camp
ground. The forest camp At this lo-
cation has besn cleaarsd of down tim-
ber and dylng trees and ths whold
#its Is helng prepared for a large in-
flux of summaer tourists.

Visitors at the camp this week in-
cluded Major Dark from the Medford
army CCOC hesdquarters on s peri-
inspectian of the samp., and

1" Lewis, assaistant forest uup-b!
visar of Slakiyon national forest, on
» aurvey of forest service work pro-
Jecta.

BIGAMY THREAT FOR
MRS. FIERMONTE NO. 2

DIFFICULT DECISIONS

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS

| o the

program at Camp Oregon Caves, Ex-
cavatlon has héen virtuslly completed
at the alte of the 38,000 gellon roln.
forced concTela Water storage Teser-
yoir belng installed In conhectlon
with the wiler system under con-
struction to augment the presant
wnter supply to the Oregon Caves
monument.

Nine thousand pounds of »tes]
have been recelved and transportsd
w0 the site apd 1t 1s expected that
formsa will be set and concrete poures
within ths next ten days, Nearly
two miles of three and four-inch
pipe have been purchased for this
project, delivery of which will be)
made the fore part of pext week.

Improvements ‘en the tmll aysiem
lending to major polnts of Interest
within and adjacent ta the monu-
maent lsve beon surveyed andg work
started on the rerouting of the trall
Big Fir treo. It I8 planned

quired polnts. ‘

Ferices and gussd ralls are BaIng| sapres  Pab 13, — (AP) — Mon
inntalled at mll points where there| e a.ine Force Astor Dick Pisc-
is any danger of a4 person BUPPINE. | monts was advised today by her
A masonry wall and masonry pests Attorney ta lsave Italy at ones in
hiave beenm placed in the “ONost| orgar 1y avold possibie bigamy com-
Room'™ at the balcony below '“‘-11!--ulona.

"Widow Maker" to permit of & few|"n. sormer social registerite. xho
minutea' rest for tourists through |s the second wife of the Ttalian
the Marbie Halln of Oregon. It 18| pover sald thas the attorsey had
expected that by the end of Mareh|jnrarmed her that she might face
the ontire trall system will have been| . pentence of from one to five years
g:eut:.- Imlp:otx;ﬁ. 'I'hn‘u;.'nm"ill then | gae participating in bigamy, since

open to the moat timid tourist, 1% recog

wnuumnt the sams time nons of the Liktyiie e ot £ Hies diyorcs,
natural picturesgue fenturss w1l be Tries Nall Sulclde

nlzored. HANAIMO, B. C—{UPi—An un-

The truck trall being bullt by en- | named Nanalmo man was saved from
rollees from this camp for the for-|an unusual suiclde by police  inter-
ost mervice is being pushed mapldly| vention. authorities revesled. Cone
torward and with improving weather stabls Chrls Johnson found the man
it s expected that even better pro-|seated beafore a mirror, Attampting to
gress will bo made than In the past.|drive a nial {n his akulll He wounded
Timbers have been cut, sxcavations | himee!f serlounly in the temple but

for footings started and materials | will recover,
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