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Chapter 15
LOVE SCENE

HERE Is plenty of trouhle in

you, Rosita)* sald Montaua,
"sud |o the smerald erawn, 1 swora
that no one would recognlis ma
with auch a dark skin Besides, it
has been m long time since | was
Iln Duraya."

“I looked at your mare In the
stable. 8ha was ton heanutiful for any
ordinary man to ride. [ ran out to
eal] back that poor Benlto, But he
was already in 'the room,

“f walted to hear nolse, Thore was
no nolse. My heart stopped. 1 began
to ask myself who yon were, I hegun
to half-remembar, And you are El
Keed!™ )

She was backing toward the door.

*“Why do you sneak away?’ asked
Montana. "Call out! Sing ot my
name, and thers ara twenty men
downstalrs who'll come fast enoughy
with your father among 'em. If he
knew, ha's good enough Mexican to
help cut my throat!™

“That fa trus, And he must nol
know."

*Why did you nend Banito Garza?"

“Why did you try to buy me lke s
dog?"

“Because you nead plonty of
money. With this mueh you could
ba a Iady with a duenna in Mexico
City."

Bhe towsed back her head and
calight her hreath.

“Rut this s 8 game, E| Keed, and
sveryons who plays a gama with
you 1s siire to lose.”

*Until 1 loss my head,” sald Mon-
tann,

“In the tort of Duraya?"

“Or hera in this (on. I'm losing it
wow, Hoalta."

“Look at me, El Keod,"

“I'm looking, Roafta."

“I'nm a pretty gicl, am 1 oot?”

*I'va basn remembering you all
thls time, but remembering was no
good.”

“But look, E] Keed. I'm not too tall
and not too short. [ aball never be
Eunh I shall nover let fat swallow

p my face. I'll Nght fat Iike Nre”

“You'll aiways be lovaely, Rosila."”

“l ean dance and sing. Also, [ ean
talk almosnt like a lady, Soms day you
foay soe’”

“Non .ecan
Rositn™

"To he protty Is to work vory hard
aod to keap smiling.” sald the gir

“Of eolirsa It {s. DUt you've stopped
smiling, Rtoslta"”

“I'll never amllo tor yau,” sald she.
“Ob. | eonld look at you and Int my
heart Jump out at my eyes But how
long would you keep 11"

"Foraver,” sald Montana

“Bah! Your forever Is a day or a
week or & month, And then you
would grow tired because you have
to ride. Thore Is alwaya the other
slda of the mountaln to sse. And
what girl could rida fast snough to
Xeop up with you?"

Bho closed her eyen.

“El Keod!™

HAy ™ snld Montana,

“Kiss ma and tell me to forget
averything I've safd”

Ha loatied aver untl] she eould fen)
the nhadow of hia face.

“No, frlend.” sald hae,
h.IO.\'"l ANA, (B noxt moroing, sat
| At the table In his room and saw
& peon carry In A tray loaded with
savory roast kld such aa Mexieo
alone can offer. There were tortillas,
frijolon cooked with aaven kinds of
poppers, green and yellow and red
And a good red wione, also, to wash
everything down. When ha had
eaton, Roslta appeared in the door

“Was averything to the pleasire of
the sofior?” she aslied.

He took up his guitar and rose
from the table. He strummed the
tight strings softly with the Oat of
hin fingers, a breathing accompant
ment hardly larger than a whisper,
and the vrulce (n which he sang doyld
oot have eseaped aven thrangh an
open window of tha room

The girl leaned her hand against

taik like an  ungel,
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“1 hope not. poor fellow.” sald he

“1t | met one more lfka ¥ou, I
should go mad®

“Think of this, Roslta. You are
heurt-whole and free. You nre golng
to upen for ma, this avening, s door
into the fort of Duraym. That's a
good dsed, eausldering what | ahall
try to do when I'm Inaide, And after.
wards you'll have the five hundred
dollars with which you can take
fiva hundred ateps among the ETaD-
deen in Mexlno City,

“Flva hundred steps? You would
hardly have to taks five befors you
walked vourself into a earrlags be
longing to a governor, at least. That
ts why 1 know I shall have to ride
a long trail to yes you agaln, If 1 live
to come out of Duraya. | may have
ta ride as far as Parle, Wonld rou
knaw me, thereT"

“That Is what 1 keep saying and
pever belleviog. ['ve taken the
money. | have besn bought”

“Only for & good deed, Rosjta”

“Iio you mean that you would ride
after mo—Iif averyiling goes hap
plly?*

“To the end of the world.”

“But just now you would not have
to ride. You wounld only nesd to walk
threa satops.”

“Apd leava the emerald crown in
tha hands of that General Estrada?"

HE IMted her head, finally, and

gava him & jong, long look bahind
which he could read, with a perfect
understanding, that many devious
thotghts wers working through har
mind.

"Well,” stio sald, suddenly pleking
up the tray, "i've sent the messon.
gar to your friend, If hea comes up
the back stalrs, no ona worth while
will see Lim, This evening, It you
kmock ns | told yon on the small
door, It will ba opened. And then—
God defond you!"™

Slo want out Ithe that, suddenly;
and the Kid stared for a lotig mo-
ment at the door which had closed
hehind her.

Aftar that, he pleked up the gultar
and began to sing agaln, aimost
noundiessly, the love songs of old
Spaln, and Mexlca, all of them sad.

But, afterwards, he stood for &
long tima |n front of a window, Ipok-
Ing oul and pp at the great, aguat
walla of the fort of Durnya. Some-
where a bugio was blowing thin nnd
small, anfl he conid always see the
nentrien walking their posts on the
walle,

It was trus that General Estrada
wan a warrior who knew his buslhess
in the world vary well. If he had
boeon glven o provines already pleked
haro as a #tone, he had made up for
that by robhlng a chureh. And inside
lils tort ons could ba sure Lhat all
was waorking In perfect order, as a
military machine ought to ba.

It was a lttlo |Iator In the day when
bare teet shuftled on the back stalra.
Then Rubriz came theough the door,
barvfootad, with a huge sombrero of
tattared straw on his' hend and the
muntachos shaved ftrom his face.
Even tha scar had boen coversd by
an anfading dye, and his Ups balged
out Iy ¢ way that distorted the en.
tra exprossion of nis face

The towerlng bulk of Hiother
Pascual entored hehind the outlaw,
Anfl Rubrla throw!ing himaslf down
Io a chalr, first plucked out of hin

mouth the robber wadditg which
helped diseulza his race Then ha
slglied.

“You've went for us, Montanpa,

Hora we aro. Thore s tha fort. And
nolther Pasoual nor | as yot one step
closer to an fdea or & key that will
open the place and give us a way to
the emeralds, And here sou lo st
your aoft ease, llke a puma after a
kill, il the doga get wiod of rou
and ran you to bay. Is that wine In
that bottleT"

He made foqulry with his nose
and then poured the conlents
bottle, uninvited, down his throat
After that he mada and lighted a
olgare:
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