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Chapter 11

IN DURAYA

FIHE friar walksd or ran most of
l the way south; and ha seemed to
spend more energy pulling the mule
after him than In getting his own
hulk over the ground. Only when the
way was level and there was a
chanca for a lope or & brisk trot
would he step into the saddle and
ride the muls through the dus
which the horses ralsed,

“Why does he do 1t asked Mon:
tann

“Ouea n mule that was carryiog
him through the mountains slipped
on a frogen rock and broke its leg,"
answored Rubriz. "Since then he
takea pity on fourdegged beasta. |
had to stamp and rage to make him
ride, on the wiy north with mo. Even
then he would not tuke n horse, A
mule was too good for him, he sald.
Youi ape, he | but a ehild

A ehild that moves mountalns,
et ™ said Montana, “Dut why did he
eonmh north with you?

"He had heard the thousand
gtories about ¥ou, brother. He was
hungry to sen your face, That will
make him s great man with the
sheptierds and the villagers,”

“Ah! So that was the reason!™
murmured Montata,

But though he wmiled, the first
doubt had entered his soul, coldly,
He snw that he would have to ho on
his guard from now on.

As they came through the hills
into view of Duraya, the sunset
finred and died quickly. It mads the
white walls of tha town bloom for
a moment. It made the looping river
run redk Then the soft twilight rose
out of the valloys, ovorflownd the
hills, tnvaded the sky, and brought
down the stars,

They desconded into the plain,

*You tell me, Frothar Paseual,"
pald Montana. “Shall T pass as &
truo Mexican cowhoy

“Why not, dear friend " asked the
friar, “Yoiur hair 1a binck, And now
that you have rubbed a Mttle of that
atnin Into your skin, you ars as dark
as most. Your halr fa slready black,
anid as for the blue eyes, thosa are
fonnd In Mexico often enough.

“HAasides, the rad mars Is the sort
of horan that a tamoun charro wonld
ride. And you have noauit of yellow
leuther with sliver spangles nll over
. The good Mexioan ppeccl comen
w0 boslly off your tongus that aven
I, who koow, ot times, forget the
truth about you.*

“Tell me, alno,” said Mootana,
Inughing, "It yon think that you
eould ever raally open your heart to
& gringo.”

After n long pausa tha friar sald:
"1 can at loast try, my friend, All
men are the childron of one God.

Eo [ ean at loaat try!

N DURAYA thoy separated.

The friar went to the church.
But the blahop was not there, 8o he
wenl to the bishop's palacs and
elimbed the stalrs which wers apen
and unguarded day and night In
ordor that tha poorcst of tha poor
might come to the Dishop FEmiliano
in the little, bare, upper room whiczh
was all that he resorved tor himaslt
out of the splendors ha might have
anjoyed.

That was why little Hishor Emill-
nuo, kneeling In praver with only
two candles to light the wooden
eross on the naked wall of his room,
piald no heed when the friar entered
and knealod In turn. The poor often
did this

The bishop was only vaguely
aware that ancther prosenca was
thers, and It was some time before
he looked over and found that
Brother Fascoal bad returped to
him. Ho startod up at once and went
to the knnellug glant

“Give me your hlenslug,” sald the
fiinr, carnestly, without rialng.

Evanl off his kneos he was almost
an tall s tha blxhop, "Glive me a
blessing of a specinl grace, for 1
have done s thing that will bring
miich evil on

ropntry.”

“What thir have you doned”
asked the bisho

“I have helped bring Into Mexico
A torrible man® satld the triar. "1

| s wall that Rubriz we
| steal away the emerald crawn of

have brought El Keed all the way
from the north to Duraya.”

“Ah, my son” mald the hishop
*why have you done this? That Is s
known man and a Iawhreaker,”

*Ha I8 . Ilawbrosker,” sald the
friar, “and In fact he hraaks the low
14 not try Lo

Opr Lady ss he had the help of
tha gringo.”

“Are they pot great enemies?™
asked the hishop, “The story Ia that
the gringo stols away the foster son
of Rubriz.”

*They are great spemiag, but also
they love one another,” maid the
friar.

“What sort of a man Is El Kead2”
asked the bishap.

“He s a man awife enough to catch
& mountaln goat and almost big
enough to oat one.”

"A great, sour brute

“It wanld be hetter If he wera a
aour brute. No, he is a smiling
dunger, Men cannot help trusting
him, The women look as though they
were sealng thelr first man.”

“But has he actunlly come to help
Rubriz stoal the emaraids™"

“That in vhy he han come. Partly
to steal the emeralds, but more to
find trouble snd advanture,”

‘Wl ho need p Iarge reward, Pas:
cual?™

“The danger he Ands will ha his
reward."

“You spenk of n reckiess feliow,
but not of A bad man, I think,” sald
the little hiahop.

“I apeak of & fire” sald Pascual
“Soma men may ba mble to warm
their hands at it, but others will
noan be yelllog Inalde the Aames.”

\, ATEO RUBRIZ, nt this limo, was
Y1 sitting in the house of n friend
at the edge of the town, It was &
poor ahack of ‘doba with omly one
room. On a matiress in & corner lay
three grimy children, sleeping In
splte of the Iamplight that shone in
thelr faces,

The wife of tho family was un-
dressing behind a rag of an old red
curtain, Her husband sat atthe tahla
with Rubriz. The peon kept smack-
Ing his thick lips over his pulque. Ha
Inoked at his drink with astonlshed
eves, and wilth continued amaze
ment stared at his guest, For hers
sat & fortuna in the skin of p man,

But to Ofiate, and to Ofinte’s faml
¥, the bandlt appeared as a good
angel. He could trust them absolute-
Iy, They would hardly allow him to
spend enaugh money to buy the very
tood that he consumed. And they
dreaded almost more than they de-
alred the gold plece which he al.
ways left behind him when ho dis
appenared,

It was In the houss of OREL thal
Rubriz had wished (o put Bl Keod,
also, hut Montana rofused, point
blunk,

“You'll llm In n soft bod” wald
Rubrle, “and you'll sleap sound aven
after the Ruralos are In the room!"

"Well," Montana wonld answer,
“I'd rather wake up and ses Rurales
thay chlekens on the rafters and
plgs on the foor.”

So now ho was vorging towards
tha moat prosperoun lon In the town,
and the mare passad lke a sheen of
red silk through the lamplight that
pasned out a few sleps from door
and window,

Sha went daintlly, snifMng nt the
myrind ordors of man and cookery
and dogs and pigs and chickenn that
eropsnd and recrosned in the alr, he
sldes that other scent which some
times made her throw ber head high
ne sha percelvad the nerld alr from
the mountain desert hlown in from
afar,

Her rider sat crosswise, with his
loft leg thrown over the high pom-
mel of the saddle. Heo carried under
Wi arm a gultar which he had picked
up chonp In & musieshop. Now that
it was tuned, ha struck out & fow
soft chords and then let his volea
atart ringlng In & very old Bpanish
MONE,

That song peneirated into the inn
of Migael Santos, where every chalr
around the lttle tables wan Alled
and clgaret butls lay ahout every-
whera on the earthen floor, and the
Iamplight showed nothing very
clonrly excopt the faces of the dirty
playing-onrds and the lower twists
and whorla of amuke.

Miguel Bantos himsell had step
ped out from behind his Hetls bat
and had gonns into the small baek
room whars tha mora sa
of chancea wera In progreéss.
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IN WINTER THE RESIDENTS OF
THE HWLLY PART OF TOWN ARE
CONTINUALLY FACING THE QUESTION
WHETHER OR NOT TO PUT ON CHAING,
WHICH THEY ARE APT 10 NEED BADLY
GETTING DOWN -THE HILL AND WONT
NEED AT ALL AS SOON A% THEY REACH
THE MAIN HIGRWAY AT THE BOTTOM

(Copyright, 1935, by Tha Bell Syndicats, Tne.)
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