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By VICTOR BRIDGES
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ok Mully nFBrlm and K‘felr
Trench were (ocked up, and Jimmy
Fax has relessed them juat in fime
Nolly, Niek and Jimuty, with Jers
ry Mardaunt, sra trying ta resover
& formuio sorih. =illions which
hiaw beoin stolen from Molly. O A
8 &py, ales warls the formule.
Jarrg has polned Mis parimer
thair bout, with the cir af kating
fmpartant information abonl Aim

Chapter 42

A CLUE
[ H13 In somethiog aoyhow.”
sald Yerry. *1 expectad to find
wou moattared all over the land.

seape”

"We should be, If 1t wasn't for
Jimmy," 1 answered,

“How did It happen? Wera you
mookeying around with the powder
or what?”

I took him by the arm and arew
him towards the bushes, “Better st
down for & mipute and get your
wind,” I sald. “You kesp a look out,
Molly, while I do the explaining.”

Makiog our way back we regalned
the sbelter of the gorse, whers Jim-
my, who had remalned behind,
grested ts with a welcoming grin
Wiplog his forshend with his sleave,
Jerry seated himss#if upon & con-
vanlent hummock,

“Cut it as short as you can,” ba
sald curtly. “We'vd & fob ahead of
use that won't walt” *

His volce bad a grim nota of nre
genoy, which made me wonder what
frosh rovelations wers in atore.

Something of interest had aevl
dently been bappening In other
places besldes the factory, but since
ons of tha two storles bad to be
told first, the sooner I got mine over
the better,

Buch belog the cass, ! plumpad
myselt down besids him and set
about the buriness, With (ha excop-
tlon of what bad passed between
Molly and myself I told him every:
thing.

I described the way wa'd been
trapped; 1 repeated, as well aa |
could remamber it, every word that
Orloff had sald to us, sod foally |
gave bim a briel, but vivid account
of how Jimmy bad come to our res-
cus, and the amazing escaps we had
all had from balng killed by the fiy-
Ing masonry.

“We got down under the bank and
crawled aiong here,” 1 finished, "bo-
cause 1t scemed to be the safest
thlog to do. Thera was just the off
chance that Jimmy had got ashore
without being meen, and that If we
could lla up somewbers untll you
camo back, Orloff would take It for
granted that he'd wipad un off bis
Hat!

| laughed a trifle mirthlonsly and
pulllng eut & erumpled packet of
algarats, stuck one batwesn my lps.
“We can rule that out now." [ ndded,

For a moment or two Jorry sat
nuraing his ktees and staring brood.
{ugly io front of him. “So It was
thelr boat after all! [f I'd gone along
yestarday as | moapt to ., "

“You probably wouldn't bs here
now,"” i interrupted. “Thoss daviis
bave been watching us the whole
time~junt walting for thelr chance,
They've bungled the busineéss pret-
ty badly, thanks to Jimmy, but wa're
not likaly to gat the same luck twice
runoing.*

1 glanced across the narrow strip
of water o whera the Seagull was
Iylog. “We must clear out while
wa've got the chance,” | contiiusd.
#Orlof .. "

“But we can't. 1 haven't told yon
yoL" He Jumped up ahruptly, "That
womin—Mra. Gowlland—sha knows
the truth."

“.'11 H a litle startled ery Molly
swung round towards us “Jer-
ry.” sha gasped. “what do you
mean?

“I found ber in the gardeh In
front of the farm. She was kieoling
bealds Gowliand's body, You ramem.
ber that shot wa heard Just afler
wr'd landsd? Well, you wars wrong
about its being a rabbit, He'd gona
oatalde with his gun and blown halt
his head oft.”

Thors was & deasd sllance, broken
by & sudden exclamation from Jim.
my

"Crikerl™ he whinpared

“1 had' an (dea ot Best that she'd
dona It herssll. Sho was 5o queer—
oot hysterical or anything of that
port—just helpines and half dazed
& who'd had a knock ot
the hend, It waet't otdl 1'd carried
him insido mnd put Him ap the sofa
that | could get any sense oup of
Ber.”

"“What (
leaning

g she sayt™
arward with

Molly was
elnnchad
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“Just & Jjumbls of words to start
with—a lot of incoharent stuff abont
Gowlland belog drunk and threatan
Ing to take hix Ilfe. Fia'd something
oo his mind, shoe kept on repoating,
something that was drivigg him
mad. It was while 1 was trying o
quist her down that [ haard ths ox-
ploalon,”

“And you guessed ..

*Not for a minute or £0, [ thought
it waa ooe of the Chatbam cralsera
blowlog up a mios or something;
they aften practiss off hers, sape-
clally at this time of year,

“Then, 1 don’t koow why, but quite
soddenly | ramombered what Avon
bad told Niek about the powder, It
put ths wind up with a crash,

“1dldn't stop to question her any
further. I told her to walt whers she
was untll 1 came back, and I was
out of that door and hall-way ncross
the yerd almoat befora I knew what
1 way dolng”

1 serambled to my fast, “Why do
voil say she knows, Jorry7" 1 dé
manded. *What makes you so cer-
tain about 147"

“f ean't explain sxactly. 1 just felt
It Innlde me, It was somothing in the
way she spoke and looked. If we
hado't hean Interrupted , . M

"] teal it too." Molly was beslde
us, har blua syss shiulpg with ex.
citement. *Wa must sse hor, Nick;
wa must go thers at once, I'm sure
she can tell ua the truth”

“Yen, but you can't come!™ I ex-

It Orloff knows wa've ascaped . . ™
"What ara you golng to do with
me?" she asked calmiy.

LODKED round with a kind of

dnsperaie helplessnans,

"She's right,” sald Jerry quletiy.
“It's neck or pothing now. Unlasa
wo chuck the whola thing and maka
a bolt for {t, we may as well atick
together. I've got a gun anyhow,
and..."

“Beg pardon, slr,” Interrupted Jim.
my, “but it it would be any help,
sir, I don't mind stopping ‘ere and
looklog after the boat. I aln't afrald
of them swine, sir.” |

“By gad, you're a sportsmac!™
Jerry steapped forward and clapped
him on the shoulder. “You can't
bhang aroond like that though; you'll
ba froxen stiff. Hare. take my mne.™

He stripped off his waterproof
and thrust (& Into Jimmy's arms.
“Know how to row 1" hs asked.

“Junt & bit, alr, Boen out once or|
twice on' the Serpentine.”

“Well, keap your eves skloped,
and if you see anyons coming, hop
in and shave her aff,”

He turned to us, pulllng out tha
ravolver from his coat pockel
“Come on, vou two, No good mess
Ing ahout If wa're nll agresd. You
stick cloan hehind me, Molly, and tor
heavan's sdke look out where you
put gour feat™

With a mind tore by confileting
emotions, [ tallowed them up the

slope. and pinbing ‘through the
gorns dropped down on to the ner
row path,

It Jerry were rlght—and his be-
llaf had certainly infocted ma am
well as Molly—It was obvlously vl
tal that we should ses Mrs. Gowl
Iand &t once. Whatever the hidden
thiog might be which had driven
ber hosband to bis death, wa were
{ar mora llkely to get the truth out
of her In her present state than
when she had had time to pull hap
self togethar.

On the other havd, (o the face of
what wa alrendy knew, this vanture
of aurs was surely next door te
madnoss, Our escape from the fhe-
tary was tio longer a sscret, and now
that their orlginal plans had mls
currlod, Orloff and the roul craw
that ho had doubtlens brought along
with him wonld bs more rocklessiy
determined than aver that none of
us should leave the place allve,

Had Jerry and | been alons the
matter would have been différent,
but

Torning my eves away from Mol
15, | glanced swiltiy in the direction
of the creak. The sun was already
solting bahind & broken bhank of
clottd, and in s tading lght the
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long strateb of desolate marshes
looked mors empiy and forlorn than
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A chill wind bad spring
up from the soutbwest, rustied and
whispared amopg the resds, while
blended with Ita dreary sound came
Lhe faint perslatent moan of the In
coming tide
| Except for a solltary heron, there
was no slgs of lfe or movement
anywhers,
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RANSPEVS TRAWER.
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" WES, WILLIE,
I'M BEN—-BUT
WHERES ARCHIE
AND MR WALLOPER? /| ARRAKNGE FOR THE

DISHONEST Y-+ |

NO, THEY AINT -
THEY WENTTO
SHBIILYS FORD TO

MEXT SHOW AND--

WiLLiE,! comE AND
HELP ME PLEH OFF/
WE HAVEN'T A

MINUTE To spare |

By Hal| Furrest
7 “ MU ONE CAN ACCUSE FELIPE
MIGUEL RADIAS Y'GARADA THE
EREAT PATRIOT OF NAZIL
sHAaLL
BORROW YOUR AIRPLANE,
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FLY T FoR ME!
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