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Chapter 27

DOG FIGHT
"‘\',,nl are vou" Gowlland ds.
mandad, “and what the blazes

d'you want here

1 looked him up and down with
{ntentional deliberation,

Y1 wanted somo mitk” I sald, “a
pint. to boe strictly acrumte.”

“Wall, you've got It, haven't you1"
Ha polnted toward the gate, “Now
clear off, blast youl!™ |

1eoutld feol my tamper bezlnning
to rise. “Look here)* I mald, “you
keep A oivil tongue fn your Head
when you're spraking to me"

“Tom, Tom," bhroka In hiz wife
plteously, "what's the good . . ."

He turped on ber with a scowl of
fury. “Shut your mguth,"” he roared
“I heard what he kafd to you. A

| elutched ma b

auddenly ‘on his heol, sat off at a

shambling run in the direction of
tha house,

nne to get his gun, For

st shart by

“*What the
| -

Racing into tha seimnd
(Feargn by the collar, and releasing
his bold the latter allowed himaelf
to be pulled backwards, With blood
streaming from hin shoulder, the
athar dog retreatsd mnarlingly
ngainst the wall

“You got here just In time" I sald,
“at least George did. If he hadno't
that hrote would have chewsl ma to
pulp.”

St11] keaping Ms grip on the eol
lar; Jerry gianeed Inguiriogly from
one ta the other of us
“What's it all about?”
d
“Mr. Gowlland de=sn't like m¥ ap
pearance,” T'explilned. "Ha sat Flda
¢n me, and now's ba zona off to fatch
a gun.”

“0h, don't stop here—don't xapte
tima talking. Go qulck, sl .2 sau,
hefora he comes hack™

1 looked down at the Hall dis
traught womano, who had agaln
Wa can't
leave you alope with a homisidal

yard, Jore

he demand

s

the slepve

friend of Cshorne's, Is he? Well, Vil

iunatle I objentad,

A bristling mass of fury launched |tasit tawards me.

toadli him to show his dirty fnce
hore!

Ho spun round unsteadily, unul\vlll stap murder”

Mreliing acroas the yard, began Lo
fumble at the door of bne of the |
shada

Mra. Gowllnond made an imploring |
gosture. “Cio—go at ones” sbe|
gusped. “Ho's letting out the dog,
and it wil ki1 you it it finds you
here."

Whether I should have followed
her advice or not [ can't say; In any
oann It waa too lata. Thore was the
rattle of & chaln from inslde the
ahed, and with a menacing grow! the
huge rough-conted bruta that 1 had
geen crouching on the hank that
niorning bounded put Ints tha apen,

YAt Hm, bov! Get vour testh into
ithe .M

Bwift an light » bristling mons of |
biack fury launched Msolf towards
e, I aprang back, and as 1414 sa,
something sllont and yellow fashed
pust me from belilnd, It cannoned
full fnto my assatlant in midalr, aog

“Hea won't hurt me Go—go, | im
plore you. It's the only thing that

From stmewhere closs at
cams the bang of a door.

"Sonndn sensible to me" obanrved
Jerry, “Heo'd prohably shoot George
and then there'd certalnly be a mas
sacrs, Any abjection to beating 107"

“None," 1 sald,

And without furthar ado we halted
Ingloriounly through the gute.

hand

LAY onmy back, gnelog up 4t the

glasn skyllght, agnioat which the
raln wan still Otfully driving.

“Thare's ono thing dead cortain'
'repeatid; “the man's as mad as a
hatter. What's ore, i Pm any
Judge, he's on the verge of DT

Jarry pleked up' his pot of besr
from the cabin Ooor. and tbok a lobg
gulp “Pleasant for his wite! Good
lookitg. too, In her way; hitof the
gipsy about her, 1 shonld think™

“1 wondir what made Ner siarey
bim," I aal:l HHe's Bl onangh to ha
her futher.

“Parhaps he dido't driok so much

ftho next moment, amidst an onr
splitting elamor, two frantic weith:
fag hodles wern looked fnoa Nt and

dealh
A lo burst from Gowlland's
lipe, n .!:.,, Uown he snatched
nup tha broken handls of a plcbfork
;.r: properiy straig ultn

Hofors b
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