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EYNOPSIS: A valuable formula
wijlch has been siolmn from Molly
Q'lirign 4 bninr soupht by voripus
alnistar Litereals.  Nicholas Trench
and Jerry dorduust are aiding
Mol in "n u!um?! to regouer i)

idwnly  Mally ¥ 2 from
her fotel [¢ waa soid (hat she war
takatn i1, c.mhh?d":n be :}ny:wd ::

- Jimmy o
whom  Nick hos befriended,
!nffum and tells Nick that Arolly
actually hes been Alddem In o tium
They Teave n tazl gt the end of the
atrert and atart ta find Nolly.

Chapter 20
BATTLE FOR MOLL .

ELIEVED t7 the knowledge that

wa hnd at leaut secured our re
trent, | met off with Jimmy along
the emply terrace,

It was n dapressing thoroughfare,
cousisting of shabby-looking thras
story housca, uiost of which were
doubtless let out In lodglugs. Nona
of them had apparantly besn paint-
od or dons up for years, and i many
casan the stucco was reellng off
thelr froots.

A thin driving raln added to tha
genernl alr of pordid discomfort.

We trudged on in sllence until,
n {lttly way nhead of us, the road:
way began to slope upwards. At the
top of ths rids It narrowed Into what
wns ovideotly a bridge—a short
stioteh of about twenty yards with
high tron radlings on aither atde of IL

“la this the canal?™ | luquired.

Hmmy noddad. “That's right, alr.

‘Huns mlong at the back of the
oune”
* He voluntesred no further infor-
miution until wo had reachesd the op-
co=itn. end, when he pulled up
abruptly under tha iight of & strost
lamp,

“You cap sos for yoursel! mow,

alr. That's the place wa want—the
second one past the yard.™

| ‘wtared down luto an wotldy 1t
tor of timber and old barrels. Be

yand this | could make out the black | 5
shape of two bulldings, each of
which sesmed to possess W oarrow
strip of ground muning down to the
canal bank. Both of them were in

complete darkness,

“Hetter have a look at the front
Arst.” | observed. "It there's noth:
Ing doing thera wa can come back
and try this sida”

Wa contlnued our way down the

farther slope, and o & fow staps ar

rived at the entrance to \Wharf

Lape. It wan s gloomy cul-desac

with a blank wall on tha Iaff, termi.

noting, as Jimmy bad sald, In a

rough plece of waste ground, ralled

In from the road. Facing this wore
® coupla of gaunt houses, with, high
stopn lending up to thelr front ddors.

Troading as softly as wa could wa
mived on past the gate in the yard,
pud puldad up outslde our destinm
ton, Like ita next door nelghtior ths
place looked ns though It were de
suriel. Not a ray of lght appeared
anywhbere, and the only sound that
brokae the stilness was the falnt
patlering of the raln amongat the
bushas oppoalte. -

I pesred through ths balfopen
gate which led down fato the area.
‘Dark an it was [ could see that the
\kltchon  windows waerae heavily
jbarred, the stout fren stanchions
redchiog up to within a few inchos
lof tha top arch,

On the left, however, just above
he dim outllne of the dustbin, there
wan somsthiog alse. It was a small
pana of partly broken glass nbout
two feat sgiare, and at the sight of
ft » sudden Inspiration fashed
Butuss my mind,

"Oome on, Jimmy," | whispared,
®leis go down and do a bit of
peonting™

q: ENTLY aa cats we descendoed

L3 e ateps, and cresping forward

o he alde of the dustbin, | pulled

o a pocket alectrio torch which |

by brought with me from the fat.

T broken pane was about afx feet

fro | the ground. | ralsed myself on

mi foan, 20 that | esuld fust sen

ovi: the lowsr ladge, and (nserting

my torch through a bole (o the glass,

Pioviad down the awltoh,

wan looking totd what was evl

duiy s disussd conl enliar, Thare

Wi nothing tn 10 except a fow dirty

B85 1 and tha door, which was only

ball closed, lod ont fnto & passage,

urned off tha JLht and pushed

o mely on tha wooden frame

Wik At the necond attempt it yleld:

ed Lo my afforts, awlnging opon with

8 heley creak. 1 stepped back, and

bewling down, placed myr lpa to

[Jlinmy's ear,

“It's wot Ble evcugd fof men )

fwlispered. "Ars You game to climb

thirough and unlock the back doors
“Not 'alt, atr."

Lh":‘ho\'c thin lamp ta your pocker
Aty and gat on my sdoulden
Stpsdylng Bim by the knees, |
2.0 myae!! awly to my I

;r ML "Legs firet™ | muiternd, a

with a quick wriggle I fell him twint
himsalf around. Thers was a shower
of dust and gril, a brie! strainicg
scratoble; the welght on my arms
suddenly relaxed, and a mufiled
bump [roto Inaide told me that he
bad landed safely.

With the raln trickling £own my
peck | stood thers In ths darkness
searcely daring to breathe. Ten—
twenty — thirty ssconds passed.
From somewhera close by s church
elock chimed out the half-hour, and
then, breaking In on the wiroke,
eame the harsh grate of a ksy. Al
most aimultanesusly the back goor
swung open and Jimmy stepped out
into the area,

“Wo're all right, sir,” he whis
pered cheerfully. "Thers's no one
shout, lezstwasrs oot dowD 'de”

| took back the torch which he
held aut to me. “You walt whore
you are, Jimmy," | sald. "I'm go-
Ing in to search the houss. If you
hear a row and 1 den't come down
again or give you a sliout, clayt ot
quick while you've got the chance.
Get hold of the first pollceman you
can find and tell bim that there's &
young lady hers who has been kid-
papped and locked up. Do yon un-
derstand 1"

He nodded sllently.

Flicking on my lamp [ moved poast
Uim {nto the corvidor. It was n short,
narrow pasage with doorn on eltler
slde of IL At the farther end It
opened out Into a kind of stone-
fagged Dbasement, and tiptoeing
stealthlly forward I found mysseif
gonfronted by a flght of wooden
stalra, From under the door st the
top eama & faint glimmer of light.

FOR several seconda 1 wrood still
lintening. There wan not n sound
to ba heard, and taking hold of the
rickoty banistors | mounted pp &
step at a time unt!l my fHugers
elosed alleotly on the door handle
turned with ‘s faiot cllek. |
dropped back the toreh [ote my
pocket, and giving & geotle push,
wtepped ont softly inte an empty
and dimly 1t hall,

The lght, such as It was, came
from an oldfashioned gas job, which
Had heon turtod down altuost to fta
loweat point. It gave just suMclent
Humination to reveal the fact that
there wars four rooms—two on
elther slde of wme, and that tn the
centrs another stalreass led up to
the firat landing,

I was on the polut of moving for-
ward whon my heart gave a violent
Jump, Without the slightest warn-
Ing one of the doors on my right
wan suddenly jarked open, mnd out
of the darkness morged ths fgure
of n man.

Ho was dresapd (0 trousers apd a
dirty shirt, and bin nuge tattooed
arme were bare to the shoulder,
Through the mop of tousled halr
which hing down over his forehead
hoe stood glaring and biinking at ma
ke soma monstrous ape

"Chove jis allayty.”

Tho words, whatevar tliey meant,

came out In A hoarse growl, and
somehow or other the sound of the
brute’s volce steadled me Instantly,
“You filthy swine!" | aald
“Whera'a Miss O'Brien?"
1 took a step townrds bim, and at
the same motnent he aprang at me
like a wild beast. One clawing hand
gripped ma by the shoulder, and 1
felt the blood spurt beneath my
knckiea ma my left fAst crashoed
home full In Lis face

Hack went his head and up came
his ehin, Swift sa a fash, and with
the full welght ot my body behind
i, I alung In my right It landed
square on the paint of hin Jaw. and
ldrching back againat the wall, he
toppled to the oo with a thud that
shiook the hotse
A trifle dazed by the suddenness
of 1t all, | stood staring stapldly st
the eprawling bulk b front of me
He Ia® fat on his back=—one arm
fang out at fall jength, and the
athdr doublad under him.

His mooth and chin were covered
with blood and | aotieed fur tha Arst
timie that he had allver rings in
| both sare

Thers was & abufMe of footatops
In the passage below. lo another mo
mont Jimmy cams scrambling o)
the sialrs,

“Crikey:™ he ejaculated. “That
wan somia panch, that was!” Ha It
spocted my handiwoth with a kind
of awad (otoreat. =1 wish I'd saen 1t
he added regratfully.

"] want yop to keep an aye on this
chap,” 1 sald, “while | go and find
Migy O'Drion. You're not afrald, ar

you ™
‘Not me™ was tha chesrfal r
pones, It s moves U'll kick "im ot
& fenil”

aparipght, 10kj, Pean DubNohing On
|
fimmy snd Misk Pyt & Qulek
& to & Dinturbing Situstion
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By GLUYAS WILLIAMS

TRIES GUILE. -TURNS PAGES OF
HIS MASAZ)INE, EXCLAMING
WHET WONDERFUL PICAURES

COLOR

15 SURPRISED AND SUSPICIOLS
WHEN BROTHER CHANGES HIS
MIKD AND SAYS HE'LL TRADE

12-31

{Copyright, 1034, by The Ball Syndicaia, Ine)

SUAGESTS THAT THEY CHANEE,

HTHINK 160 MUCH 6F If°
oAt BROTHER REFUSING TOINT- BLANK

#5 A PPoTIME. WORDERS ARE
TERE BEfER PICURES IN
Pi5 BROTHER'S MAGAZINE

BRATMER'S SHRIEKS BRING
MOTHER 16 THE SCENE WHO
FORCES HM D RETURN THE
MAGAZINE

GUILE FAILING , SNEAKS UP
AND SNATCHES BROTHER'S
MAGAZINE AWAY

AND 50 WAR |5 DECLARED, BUT
FORTUNATELY AT This POINT THE
SUN COMES OUT S0 TAKT THEY
AN 60 SUT-OF-DOORS 1o PLAY

FINDS THERE WAS A THRILLING
PIRATE PICIURE HE OVERLOOKED
AND DEMANDS HI5 MAGAZINE
BACK, BROTIER REFUSING If
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TAILS. .l Tommy Expliing

By Hal Forrest

ACCORDING TO R, CURTIS" | we
CABLEGRAM, IT woOULD ?

TAKE VEARS TO CAKE
A EROUND SURVEY OF
THE MOUNTAIN COUNTRY
TO PICK THE BEST ROUTE
FOR A ROAD FROM HIS OIL. o
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HEY, YOU AWK Y
CoMED, CANT YoUu

SKEETS. - O b
LISTEN CRREFLLLY,

é){;v- UH-SURE!
S YOU WERE

BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER--Codfish Qharley’'s Iden
WHAT'G CHIRP DOING ?
AND WHERE DIC You
BUMP INTO THE WOODEM =
LEGGED, WOODEN-HERDED
WIND BAG ?

" BUT THAT AIN'T THE
HALF, OF I'T, CHES ~—
CHIRPSG GOT A GHOWBOAT-
AN HES GOT B YOUNG
ONION MANAGIN' THE
SHOW THAT 1A GOIN'TO
SALT DOWN |F |T TAKES ME
THE REGT O'AWY LIFE /

i

Hl |
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THEY VE 6OT A DOG
ACT THAT'S A HONEY,
CHES-THE HOUNDS SING=~
MO KIDDIN'! IF WE HRD
THEM TWO POOCHES,
CHES, IT'® MIEAN LOTGA

CRAVY -

NO, WILLIES CLEAN
VANMIOOSED — JUST

CHIRP AND THE )0O-
IT'D BE A PUSHOVER
TO GET THEN) DOGS,

CHIRP DIDN'T
HAVE WILLIE,
pID HE 7
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FOU'RE THE mMan
WHD INVENTED IT.
JME TEY HAD A

JUST WOW QLD I'VE &GOV TO
BE BEFORE L CAnl BET A

i NIS-TS REST OM THRE 4
COMNG OF THE rEw g, SLEERING conTEST
ID ENTER YOU o MNaW
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YOU'D GET YL
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BRINGING UP FATHER

NODAW-YOU LISTEN TO ME - | HAVE MY .' | DADDY\
|
|
|

MIND SET ON QUR DALIGHTER TO

MARRY & NOBLEMARN INTTEAD OF
GOING WITH THE COMMON MEN
H SHE LIKES-GO RIGHT IN AND TELL AMERIC
| HMER YOuW AGREE WiTH ME- | You Lo
F o LIBRAR
= "— MR SAam

e

W AT MOTHER SaN D
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THE

thiriy«first annual convention of the
Wastarn Prult Jobbers amsoclalion of
Amerioa will be held 8 Bap Franeis s
€0 JAnUsry 32 to 26, 1} WA Announs- | O
td here today |

0 parteulat Intereat th growemn
AN anippers Of friulte andg vegetables
In At Pacifio const area, the Ban
Franelseo mesting I expeciad to at-
travt & record number of delegates
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