By GLUYAS WlLLIAMR A )

PAGE SIX MEDFORD MATL TRIBU \'E. AME Dl ORD, OREGON, MONDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1534

Jdidnit il ol

By VICTOR BRIDGES

kated Jolts Oaddrie, apparenily,
atele the formula for a new mui
valuable mefol. Nicholos Trench,
ust ocquitied of the murder,
sarns from Molly O Pn diaghe
ter of the inventor of 1ha ?amnh,
that Oaborne kimaelf hod stolen
the formuls Ir " uol'l‘y m-r
Molly  also  Aas  saved Nicholos
from fwo foreignera who hod come
to Ay atudin mond(nﬂ IM uhi
tand n

sty rorsuis ,; ?
calt the polica, hn an and Mally
formar's stndin,

are taiking in ¢
Chapter 12

-

*We'll make & kind of tripis a-
Uanee of I, | went on, "lke the
three musketesrs—you and 1 and
Jorry, We can call ourselven the A.
D. Syndicate; that will do elther for
Ant-Dimitrl or Assassination Datee-
tiven”

She laughed softly.,” Thare's ane
thing | abaolutaly insist on. You've
soen the sort of people wa've gob
to donl with and I'm not golng to
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appearances,” 1 sald finally, *it
looks to me as If our friend Os
borns had been chattoring.*

“Heo may bave known Dimitrl and
he may have told him something.

Perhaps they had arranged to work
together, and then, at tha last mo-
munt, when father died , , 2"

“T'hat munst he 18" I cut Ia, “On-
bortie saw hig chance and suddenly

dealdod thot If he wera golog to be a
thiof there was no point in sharing
the plunder, I'm not surprised that
the other Ind was a trifls annoyed.
He probably—by Jove! yes—now
ona comea to think of it that would
explain everything!"

“How do you mean?"

“Put yoursell In Oshorne's piace.
Supposing you'd played a dirty trick
on a man Hke Dimitrl, and somehow
or other you found out that ha'd
managad to got on your track. What
would you do—what would anyone
do™

“Run away," she sald.

"Exactly, And If somabody hadn's
scitterad Osbhorne's bralps over Lhe
heartb-rug . . " I stopped. “But
let's finish your story.”

“There's not much niore Lo tell
I'd alrendy made up my mind that
you were Innocent, and | waan't go-
Ing to stop In thera and see you tor
tured, I wan waiting unttl Dimitrd
turned bls baek (o me, Directly he
did 1 meant to shoot him, and than
I suddenly caught slght of tha Lele-
phone by ¥our bed, and that gave me
the Idea of protending to ring up the
pallce.

“I didn't even go near It an &
matter of fact. 1 stopped Just where
I wan, and {f Dimitri had coms up-
atalrans he wanled to, I should have
fired at Hlm as woon as he opened
the door. With a man of his kind
thers was nothing else to do."

“I entirely agrea with you,” I sald,
“but. taking it all round, perhapa
wa'ra better off as we are.” I got up,
and walklng slowly across the
room, stood for s moment looking
down Into ths emply atove,

“I'nt not mueh of a hand at thank.
Ing people,” 1 began: "It always em-:
burrasdes e, but ., "

“Ploanal™ She rose too, “1 don't
WUt you Lo thank me, I only want
you (o belloye thag all 1've told
¥ou In wheolutely true. I know jt
sounds .. "

“'0Of coursa I balleve you,” 1 Inter
rupted, “It's much too Impoasible a
yarn for anyone to invent, and, be-
sldes, a glrl ke you docan't tell
lea." I began to laugh quietly, "I'm

thinklng of Jarry,” [ sxplained.
“He'll ba absolutaly all over this"

She looked a trifle bewlldered.
“Who's JerryT™ she asked.

H, 1 forgot you didn't know
bim" 1 came back to where
aho was standing, “Jorry‘s a rather
particular pal of mine. Hin tull and
proper nama's Sir Jerrold Mordaunt
—wao wore up ut Cambridge together
—the wamo time that Osborus was
thore. [ got n wire from him this
evening Lo sny that he'd Just ar
rived back In England and that he'd
be round hera first thing tomorrow.”
“Put" — she hesitated—"do you
proposs to tell hl\m about—nbout to-
night?*

“Why not?™ 1 demanded. "Hell
Jump at the chance of coming In
with ue Me's always on the look-
oul fur some fresh excltamant—thiy
will be & lot more amnsing than
potting snipe oo & Dalmatian fs-
land™

“Then you 4o mean to help met"

“Of courss, Why, hang {t all, we
must work together. Wae're pract!
cally In the same boat. You want to
fAnd the man who's got your form:
uin and | want to find the man who
killed Onborne. Then there's the
fueation of common or garden gray

tude. After what you've done for | “Would you ibke 1o turn tn now, o1 " AR SALR e L THE ’/
ma 1 eouldn't possibly let you down '.4,_.1 - | s ~ Shiy — ReaE. .
Bealdes, though I'm not quite xo| “Yes | think peshaps it would he FATHER :

panslonately fond of (rooble an
Jorry (s n Job of this sort does rather

“Oh, that's nonsenss,” | protested.
“Jerry's disgustiogly rich already:
It would be positively Indecent to
offer him any more."

"And you?"

“Monay means nothing to a sculp
tor," 1 explained, “Ho lives entirely
on tha joy of his art.”

Har Ups set In & mutinous line,
“In that case I shan't have anything
mora to do with elther of you."

“Well, of course, It you're golng
to ba obstinate . . ." | paused. “Look
hare, Ist's meet each ather hall-way,
If we get this bit of paper back for
you, nnd It turns out to ha as valua.
bleas you think, you shall contribute
townards the expeanses of my trial
and boy Jerry a new car. [How doos
that appeal to you?"

She shook her head. 1 think it's
very unfalr, All the same, It's no use
arguing abotit It now."

“Protoundly true,” | agreed. “The
first thing wa'va got to decldes §5
what wa're golng to do next. It's not
unltkely that by this Uime Mr. DI
mitrl and his whinkered pal bave
tumblad to your bluft, If they're
watching tha studlo and they don’t
noe any police turn up . ..

c1 70U think—you think they might

come back?"

“I wouldn't put {t hoyonn them
Persistent-looking gent, that hllght
er Stellman. [ wonder what his rea’
nama is."

“Ha soundod to mo as if he was &
Rusalan or a Pole. I've mot Russians
In Amerlca who spake werr like
that."

"Wall, he's a nasty hit of work
anyhow,"” [ obsorvad, "I should hate
him to find out that it was you who
had d up his arra Lo

“He Is bound to guess that,"” she
sald calmly. “We can't work to
gether without the other slde know-
ing IL"

“No” I admitted, "1 supposs not,
but It's your going back all alona to
that emipty studio that | don't like,
It they snoald teke It into thelr heads
<« Dpiilled up short as & brllliant
Inspiration suddenly strick me, "It
It comen to that," I continued, “why
on earth nead you go back? Why not
stop hore unt!) 1's daylight 1
“Hora!" Sha guve an almost im.

perdeptible wtant,

"Yes, why not? It would bo mad-
nasn to risk miore trouble Just for
the saice of & mers sllly convantion
Bosldes, an far as thal goes, It's all
pertectly proper and respectable,
You can sloep In my bodroom and
I'll eurl up on the u-fL Even Mrs,
Grundy herself,

"Oh, I'm not mmld about !hnl
sort of thing. T wonldn't mind stay-
Ing here: In fact, 1 should feel a Int
lens frightened 1f 1 did; what wor
rles me Is the \dea of turning you
out of your own room. Whe
shoulda't | bave the sofa? I am sure
you must want a good night's sleap
aftor what you've been through lo-
day.”

"I ahall sleep considerably bot
ter,” 1 anld, “it | know that you're
safely locked In thers. As for my
belng. ecomfortable — well, you
neodn't bother about that. Come
pared with a prison bed It will b
aboolute nxury.”™

Har blus oyes acanned my face
"It's queor how different people
are,” she sald slowly. “| wonder
why God makes somae of tham Ilke
you and others lika Osborne atd
mitel™

I bowed. “It's & question,” 1 sald,
“that has baon much debated. And
talking of Dimitrl"™ 1 want on, "how
do you feel about lending me that
ravolvar of yours Just tor the night!
No ons can disturh you unless they
coma throngh the studio fArat.”
“OF courna you must have 11.*
She handed 1t to me without hea!
tation, and slipplng it Into my
pookel, | glanced at my wateh
*Closs on half past ten,™ | observed

best." Bha rowe froth her chalr )
don't feel up to much mora tonlghl

Appeal to my hoyish tancy.”

With a talnt algh my viaitor sank
fown agaln in her chalr, I thought
I owas right,” she murmured con
tentediy,

and ‘we ahall Nave lols of time fw
nlking In the moraing.”
Copyright. 113, Pann Fubtishing Cn
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