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Chapter 41
MESSAGE FROM KING

HE District Attoroey bad sald

that he bellaved MeSwaln would
forca Lon to bear the responsibility
of the bigh school. Perhaps Lon
was réalizing this; perhaps this wae
what was worrving Him. Marian
wonderad 1f ke would bava to
ehoors between MceBwain's orders
and prosecution . . . parascution.

Choosing wouldn't be un easy mat-
ter for he would hava her to eon:
sldur.

She must hurry her counter el
tack. King should bave an answar
to her query befora very long.

Lon stirrad, awakened and Ma-
rian thought ahe detacted a pew
attitida ns he arose and prepared
tor the day. It was ns though be had
made a declalon that night and his
mind wan nt rest.

“lun,” he sald at breakfast, “I'm
golng to be lata ngain tonight, only,”
nnd he gave m wry amile, “I won't
b out with the boys”

“0Oh, Lon.” She couldn't heip the
fears which aross like & host about
her.

“Tall you what, lan, you come in
on the five forty-fiva and wa'll hava
dinner togather; then I'll take you
to x theater and eall tor you"

Marfan hesitated a moment., She
fait that after hin vigll of the night
befors he was golng Lo someone,
alther for advice, or with his de
elsion,

"Lon* she sald, *you don't want
me to go with you, or know where
you are golog . . . no, don't misio:
darstand, | don’t noed to know . . .
but, would you want anyons alss to
follow you?l™

¥l doa't know what you mean”

“I mean this, and doo't laugh or
ba bitter. Thin house In heing
watched and | am beiog tralied.
Wherever | go, ons of McSwaln'a
Kanaka boys follows.”

“lan!" He wanshocked, she saw
that, but she saw something dneper.
Ha heliuved her.

“That's why 1 didn't want hls
|gardener here. That Is why I keep
Waki here, Ho nnderstands and will
protect me,"

He was sllent a fow moments,
‘Maring snw thes stesling of the grim
lines about his mouth, then he
spoke, “Can you find someona to
come out nod itay with you?”

“No, thin In the Steelon’ Baturday
night on daty. I'm not atrald. Hero
will glve tho alarm; I have my re.
volver and as | sald, | know how to
use it."

“Maybe wa'd better take an apart-
mont (o town," he sald in a worrled
volce,

“No, I'd rather not leave hera
Booe dldn't may she consldered it In.
advisabla to frighton MeSwain tnto
action bofors she had tha evidence
sha needed, "There's really no dan.
ger, aslda from having somaone
know every step 1 take.”

“He comes In on Sunday:s,” Lon
sald. “He sefit word todsy that he
wanted ma thers for a cotiferance.”

“But that won't taks long"” Ms
rian interpoeed. «

“No, but he also left word that |
win 1o coma preparsd to stay for
dinner.”

“Oh" & wonosyllable answer. It
sounded stupid. She felt stupld, but
aftor having promissd to trust
him. . ..

“Will you be too lonesome here?™
he aaked, *Why dop't you telepbone
your folks and have them drive
tlown, or you might talie me over,
thon drive up and séa (hem™

“No," she answaered "I'd rather
ba hare . . . right liora up the spot.
1'll read and then thera's the radio”

But she didn't rend and she dida’t
even look towards tha cadlo, The
day was warm and clear and she
worked I the part of the garden
from which ahe might hear a tels-
phone, and when she could Aud
pothing elss to do, followed Lon's
newly formed habit of paclng up and
down tha path which led to the hill
Lop.

'Inaction, she declded was more
trying than sctual suffering. To ba
forced to walt while unsssn forces
seomed to be gatherlng shout her
was the moat norve wracking ordoal
alip had ever faced.

"Hero | sit while he goes putting
bis head Into a woose,” she thought
once. Not that she was sitting, or
talt she would ever sit peacafully
again.

ERO gave a short bark. Some

one coming. Bhe raced to the
top of the bill hoping to seo tho fa-
miliar V of Lon's car: instead she
saw the snoboosed top of Waki'n
machine sallantly trylng to make
tha grade. Wakl bant earnastly over
the wheel as If by pushing he would
halp.

His face was beuming when le
arrived, May at hin slde, They had
coma to ¢all, he explained. May
wished to ses the garden, but frat
thi inalde of the houss.

Marias conducted them Inside
and, assurad that he wasn't being
obsarvad, Wak! brought a telagram
from the innormost recess of the
cont, sweator and vest ha wors,

Marinn tora it apan engerly. It
was from King.

“ilave |ocated purty stop he id
walting at Uakiniees for word from

You stop suggest ¥ou telaphona for

appointmant stop adviss immedi=
ats contas* John'

Marian read the telexram, (hep
lookad at tha mantel clock. It war
Ava-Afteon. She could make the fAve
forty-five with Waki's help, and the
ear would go downhill, of that sbie
wan' sure, She woilld leave May tu
cateh any chapeo call from Lon, and
to guard the house.

Lika & whirlwind sha faw Into
town clothos, pulled the new nat
down over her lalr at a rakish an
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ON THE AFfERNOON THAT THE LADIES’
BRIDGE CLUB MEETS EVERY ONE ENVIES
ERNIE PLUMER WHO I THE ONLY
MAN IN TOWN WHO DOESN'T HAVE
TO WALKR HOME FROM THE STATION,
BECAUSE HIS WIFE DOESN'T PLAY BRIDGE
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ware filled with hundles,

“Ran Into Tony Gazett!, and he
sont thess things out to you,” he
oxplained, handing ber a box whioh
she found contalned Mre, Gazetd's

wont te , ., Iot'a sea . . . to Mrw,
Stoele's. Remember thut "

“I romoamber sat” Muy assured
her, "1 say, Mlz Casad, she go Miz
Sesles.” .

SUMPLE — =

SUORY? ITS SHORT AND /é
THREE YEARS

b
famous chicken ravioll, “and this” | “You'd better say Anne Steele” !‘,{H’:
he handed her an armful of shagey | Marian decided, “and If ho needs me 1T" § 'S
Asiogn in rose and purple, plok and | you have bim telephons there, i r
mauve, won't you, Mayt™ Iz &

“These, 1| brought,” and Marlan| *I do." bl

accepting the two small cornucoplas
fiashod bim a wmile of understand.
ing. Violats and marigolds. (L
proved that by some slchemy of
thonght, bla understanding of her
and ballef In her bad been restored.

“Ian.” he wald, after she had ar
ranged the fowers In bBowls mbd
Jolusd him at the Arealds, "1'd like
o hava a sorious talk with you, To
begln with, do you trust mwe?”

“Trust you? In what wayt

“! maan, it in the future | were to
Gn things that looked mighty
straige to you, would you and conld
you cverlook them, koowing | 4ld
them with a piiryoss T

"Now that you'va forewarned me
1 conld and wou'd™

“I' am going 10 wpend tomorrow
with MeSwalin.”

"Ob, Lan”™ the words flaahed out

The Wakl enr charged down the
HIl, Marlan huddied down (o the
front soat trving to look as much
fike Mrs. Waki ua bhar tall form
would allow. Perbaps her shadow
wolild declde the Wakis bad mere
Iy cotnia to call and ware roturning
home, and would stay on, guarding
the house,

They reached the depot just as
the electric train pulled o and Ma-
rlan was relisved to find co trace of
A Kanaka boy or anyons slse who
saatued intarested In her, In the
background

An they sped towards the clry,
sha thought of the wire. The Oak-
more, Jde of the tiore obscure ho-
tnls, She would go directly te
Aune's, then telephons from thare
and wait for bim,
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of thelr own volltion, “bs eareful®™
"Don't worry,” he swilled at her
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