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Marian Gordon

NNE ROWMAN

abawloia, MNarran Copod
ks that MeSwain, the gonirac-
tor for whom her Awsbaud, Leon
Caand, warks, {8 a crook. Now Mo-
Swain des oot the umur hand of
Lon becawan he holda & rateed
ehieek, apparently Lon's pay check,

and has convinced Low that he

ralsed (1 while drunk. But Marian,
tiho ia aure Len dn to he made the
“rall guy” In an even more impors
tant matier. has sent a letter to
the district attorney throuah Walki,
a Japangae gardaier sha frusts,
arking fgr a aecret maeiing ar the
nurseryaf Waki's relative, Harhya.

Chapler 38
THE MEETING

\\rl\“’ appeared the next morning,

faca wreathed In amliies, He
bad delivered the letter through
Hashys, and tha Gentlaman Al
torney had hnrrled over to talk lo
hlm.

*I toll him somening,” Waki sald
carnestly, “I tell him, man McSwaln
he make ‘oitber. he send bim
Kanaka boy alla same watch, alla
same bide In bush | sink Gentleman
Amorpsy he very much ezclte. He
aay, | coma two clock before,”

Marian informed Lon that night
that she Intended driving to town
with Wakl the (ollowing day to shop
for ahraba.

“You're an optimist” lon Io-
formed her. “Do you think his fire
enting chariat will make the bill
grade?”

Marian wondered that afternoon If
it wanld. [t seemed doubtful uotil &
powerful car pulied up bahlod and
oftered to help it over the bump,
mueh to Wakl's smbarrassment.

During ke drive Ioto the clty
Mirlan wan consclous of & truek
which tralled them at & conserva-
tive distance, and which parked
acrons the street when they pulled
up bafore the florist’s.

With Wak! and ote of the clerks
she wended ber way through the
shrub-dense gardens untll she bad
loat sight of the walting truck. then
by A rear entrance appronched the
Rorist's office.

“Wall youpg lady. what kind of &
moss are you In now!™

The [Yetrict Attorney rose as she
entored.

“A jimdandy,” she ndmiited, and
plunged into a detalled account of
avarythiog that bad bappened since
the night she had gone to Reno to
aes Sliver Hondon.

*Why In the came of Heaven
didn’t you bring that letter to ma?”
he Interrupted as abe told of findiog
the latter in har pockat and learning
of tha un-read pags which connected
MeSwaln with the bribery of Wil
Ham Brown,

“MeSwaln's in w0 desp ba han to
take the same road ont he took in'
bar friend (nformed her. then, “go
on”

Marian continued with ler ae
count of thelr ronnection with the
MeHSwalhe. When she told of con-
fronting him with her knowledge of
the letter, the District Attornsy
stood tp, "Goad Heavenn," be sald
shaking bls head, "I doo't know
whethar you're brave or foollah.”

“Foollsb,” Marian (nformed him,
“howaver at the tima [ was so angry
at him 1 didn’t reallze what 1 was
dolog”

“Littls Red Pepper.” remarked
the atlorney. However ha did not In-
terrupt her again, and after ehe had
folshed he sat for a faw moments
thinking.

“Without that evidence | can't
eoms oul In an open charge agalnst
MeSwaln, It you Lry to, he'll close
fo on Lon and you will be a ‘felon's
wile, whose testimopy would be
looked upon as an attempt to gain
vengeance for his prosecution of
your husband.”

“Then what can | do?" asked
Marian, “1 can’t let Lon go on this
way, | know It would be practically
Imponsibla for Lon to defend him:
soll by saying he was drugged be-
eauno hie himeelf dossn't beliave (L

“’]‘H}: only thing you can do," re

marked the District Attorney,
thonghtfully, “Is to produce ths syl
dencs of MoBwain's bribery and
churge kim bafore he has & chance
to touch your hushand.” He paunsad
to look in astontshment at Marian
who was laughing hysterically.

“SVhat Is 5o funny T he inquired.

"I am" she answerad. "I'm the
funnlest girl that ever lived.”

“And whyt*

“Because, Clif Hondon s the
only man who can prodoce that
avldenes and 1—*

*Yer, go on”

“1 spolled any chance of his dolog
that. [ lled, thioking It might sava
his life. 1 fought Siiver la order 1o
réach the telephone and send o mes
sage o him to fAght to lve | lot
Hondon and the world bellave that
It wan Sliver whn penl the mexsage
and pow he foola he owen his life
to her, agd he will opaver do any-
thing to hurt her™

“Little old Don Quixote mur
mured Nar friend, “so you were tha

one | meysage, | remem-
bep the wi-u at'the Emergency How-
pltal talklag about {t. Marian.* he
sald suddenly, “why not go to Hoo-
don and tall bim the truth?"

*Do yon think he'd belleve mel
sha asked bitterly. “1 wasn't satls-
At with telephoning; | accom-
panied Silvar ta the hosplial asd
prompted hér on what she should
sdy to Bim."

*Isn’t there any way of proving
this? Isn’t thers anyone who knows
tha truth?

Marlan sMook her head In the
nogative, then stopped. Max Hamlin,
of course. “Yes, there 1a,” sbe ao-
swered, “thers was a mun there;
he held Stiver's arms while | tele
phoned. He was the one, U'm aure,
who slipped that latier 1910 my eoat
pocket. You see, Silver llked Lon
48 ¥oon ns ghe saw him, She's sloce
threatened t+ take Bim from me.
Hamlin realized | might have to
fight for him, becauss Loo kaows
only the Sllver | created with my
lle and thioks ahe's a grand little
sport.

‘But,” sbe conciuded, ~I don™t
know where to reach Hamlin.”

“Thare |s ooly ane courss for you
to taks.” the District Attorney told
Marfan, “It's up to you te nd Ham-
Iin, let bim give you the evidence
you maod, then go to Hondon and
tell him you ware the one who saved
bls Hite"

"Ob, | cauldn't do that," protested
Marlan, 1 1eld that lle, It's up to me
to take my punlshment.”

"You think It wouldn't be honor-

able, ah? he questioned.
\f ARIAN thought & moment . ., .
\ thought back to the night sha
had Bown to Redb. to the scens In
the courtroom while the crowd
walted for the vardict In the Brown
bribary trial

“It wouldn't be bhonorable™ ahe
concedad io & faltering voloe

“And you'd sooner let your bhus
band go to the penlientiary, elther
for cashing & chack, or as the chue
now stands, taking the tall for the
Maddsrn  Construction company
when [ (nslst upon & State inspee-
tlon "

“What do you mean?" she nsked,
startied.

"I mean that | shall demand sn
{nspection belore the city accepts
ths East Brazos High school, | irm-
Iy halleve that McEwaln Intends to
hold  hat eheck as a threat over
your husband, forelng bim to take
the responsibliity of the achool's
construction, When [t ia discovered
that taulty material is used, your
hustiandg will ba held responsible™

"You would do that?” ahe asked.

"Can | do anything else, knowlug
what | know?" he condterad kindly.
“Marlan, on your way home, do this,
Drive by Telephone and {lnd, ar
rive there at ‘hres o'clock, you'll
Just have time, Get In touch with
me |ater on and tell me what you
fatend to do.”

Ho nhook hands with her. gave
bher a sturdy pat on the shouolder,
then want back to walt untll ahe
and her shadow had Iefi.

Murian Jolned Wak! o the gar
dens, found he had accumulated the
ahrubs they were to take back with
them, then wont with him to the
car and told hitnm where to place
them, consclous she was belng
watched from the truck down the
atraat.

Bha told Wakl whers to drive and
fortunately for them ihes

the enrner, until ahe had seon what
her friend had wadted her to ses,

There was a high school thore, ihe
buliding and grounds eovering two
blocks, Classes bad just been dia-
missed and the atroots were
throngod with girls. On the pagade
grounds the khak! clad boys of the
O T, O owers drilling.

At thelr head was a silm, sun-
browned boy 18 oficer's uniform
Hes looked llke Lon must have
looked at that age. She saw him
wheal to face hia company, shout
an arder, heard it ropeated by his
leutenants, paw him wheel back
hand “ome to his cap In & pmart
salute

“Howdy, Miss Marlan” he called.

Bha recognired him now. He had
bean captaln of a Boy Scout trooh
she had accompanted to summer
camp for & story and she had been
ndopted by his group of bove, She
reaponded to the salute, found it
rulaed by the sudden forward lurch
of the Wak! car, and half langhing,
halt erying. took ofe hackward
Elancs at the sehool grounds.

Of course the District Attorney
could do nothing elpe. Sha could do
nothing eise

"FU Sght” ahe thought. as the
car coutinued s lurching progress.
“I'll reach Fflamiln somebow.™

(Ceopymahi, 1434, by [rovas Brumps)
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313 DA FOR DIMNER IN
RUSY RESTAURANT. WRILE
STUDYING MENL, NOTICES
i ABLE WABBLES

DECIDES THE WEDGE

SHoULD HAVE BEEN PUT
UNDER OTHER LE& AND

-

AFTER CONSIDERABLE FiN-
SER SNAPPINE &Efs AT-
TENTION OF WAITER, AND
SRS WM 1D PUT SOME -
THING UNDER LES OF TABLE

WHILE DOING 50, Bue
BOY THINKING HE HAS
FINISHED TRRES HIS SOUR.  OF (if OMHER LESS, AND

REALIZES THAT, WAITER

HAVING FOLDED THE MEND
# A WEDGE, HE NOW haS
NOTHING T CRDER TROM

S

FEELS THE Roof OF THE
TROUBLE MUST BE ONE

LoN& WHILE LATER &ETS
ANOTHER MENL, AKD
EVENTUALLY SOME SOUP.
REALIVZES THAT TABLE
STLL WABBLES

COMES UP & LASTTO
FIND LARGE MAN SiTTING
IN Hi5 PLACE . DECIDES
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SHIFTS 1f FINDS, T00, THAT TABLE |5 CRAWIS UNDER 10 If WoULD BE SIMPLER 10
UNSTEADIER THAN EVER Fr 60 0UT AND EATAT A
LUNCH COUNTER.
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AND DEAR OLD GWEMN
1S JUST LIKE ME —ME
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