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BV NUPRIR. Merion Camd's ke
band, Lém, fust Aae been pup in
eharpgs of (he FHoal Hrasop Mgk
school  bufiding, which struciurs
Ay employer tha contractor Me-
Hwain, plane (o scamp. Low ia be-
ing made the goat, and Marien's
roaf of MeSwain's treachery Aas
gua lost (o her through Lon's afu-
pidity, Now Lon hos Aounced out
ui the house hesausa Marian has
obfected e Ala tuking the school
fob, and alte to MeSwain’s ar-
rangenient (o replace Woki, her
friend and pardener, with hid own
head gardenar.

Chapter 34
CLEVER FOE

N Bhe was too tired, too sick
hesrt. Hhe Weard the purr of

motor, caught the fash of hend-
lights on the windown and, turping
over, neatied her head into the plllow

and felgned sleep.

Lon was moodlly nilent the next
maorning, He kiesed her lighitly and
went off to work with scarcely a

word.

Marian did not go to tha nilitop,
but she didn't need (o men the car
she heard coming to know to whom
it belonged. Only one car had sich

an asthmatic cough, Wakl's,

“Mipga Canad say comae up fix him
“Alla
sama come after say not come alla

garden,” Waki explalned.
sama gay come. I here”

Marlan gavo &n

Julymmobiie &t the curt. A mdy

vith red h and dressed In a tan

| and white sports sult gave him the
iypewritian message and & subs
staptial tip. Sald the ear was hlack

! with allver ¥V hood tritn and thit

there was & police dog In the car,

Again Marlan Inid the lotter nalde.
Shoe had worn & tan and white sports
stilt, Lon's car bad a sliver V hood.
It was eany enough to duplicate the
colors of & sports sull, easy enough
to duplicate the ailvar ¥ on the hood

ARIAN couldn't think clearly.

unAecessarily

and easy anough to find a police
dog, but how clever. They could
have sent this message without the
troubls of the masquerade, hut, by |
st |producing her double, they made
A |proof that she did oot send it Im
possible.

Bhe read on:

I checkad the firal r.essage. Tha
relay mantioned by the operator
who talked (o yoo, was incloded in
the massage. It camo from a pay
afation at the maln stage depal, 1
checked (we other calls from that
sams dapot Into the' city. Thery
wara racaived at this #nd at & pay
station In the Unlen Dapot,

o thers you are and where are
you?

You spols of paring ms as soon
A% you ware In touch with your
tather. Forgst It. You've glven ne
enptigh frea pobliclty in ths past
to more Lthan pay for this Besides
I'm Interssted, and with your pare
misalon 1) wateh this end, 1l
sammunicats with you through
Minter Wakl., Hoplng to be of more
asglatance In the future, | am,

Jahn King.
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SHOUTS FOR MTY'S SAKE 10
HURRY UP THE WATER 15
EEING COLD

HEARS MILDRED REZORT 10 y
MOTHER THERE AREN'T ANY
TOWELS [N THE LINEN CLOSET.
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! A

WIFE ARRIVES FROM LAUN-
DRY WITH TOWEL JUsT N

REALIZES THAT WATER |5 SET-
TE CLERN WASH IN LAUNDRY.  fiNG SfilL COLDER BECAUSE ALl 5T I
BESINS 10 SHIVER AND TURNS  THE HOT WATER MUST HAVE BEEN  TIME 10 KEEP HIM TROM

s HurTs me

MoTRRE. THaN IT

+HumnTs You
]

"Alla same come In postman,” Wakl was saying,

brilllant smile In response. Inter
pretod, Waki's measage meant that
lant night Lon had driven down to
do ns she asked and she was tree of

the Honlon gardener,

“Alla same come 10 poatman,”
Wak! wos sayiog, working menn-
whiln fo extract a lotter from the

A ARIAN folded the latter and put
M

It back In {ta anvelope. she
ealled Wakl tn, uaked him to toke
the letter home and put it o & wnfe
place; and then turned halfhearied:
Iy to m protense of Interest fn her
Anraden.

Daya pasmed llko long groy rite

nalde of bis swoeater. “Coma me like
You nay, Soo Minsa O, K Wakt*

Marlan nearly snatched the en-
velape from his land, The letter, re-
layed through the only person she
could trust, was from John King,
her dotectiva friend. Parhaps o this
Waa the evidonce nho neoded to con:
vince Lon of McEwaln's part In her
Bacramento trip.

She dispatohed Wakl to look over
the grouuds =nd see what was need:
el 1o beautify them, whila sha hur
tled inlo the house,

Two pages of elosely typed words
confronted hor,

Doar Marian: Sorry to sand you
this report bt It s the bast | eauld
dao m alrald MeSwaln (e tgo elaver

- I'd wdy you fo
it father As soon as

plwilbla,

oW abolt the telegrame. )
Maried herm, loaroing the telagram
had ACtuAlly baen sent from Saces-
mant. The wirding follows: Teo
Livntl Casad, Comatrgetion Offce,
East Dirason f1leh scliool Lon diar
Ilh'u "8 0 toy akfely dapasit box find
mLine wrilten by ClE e Siver
Hundan atop addeesp and mall (o
Ton Congressional Hotel, Zacra.
sttt atop send alrsmall special
dellvery stép vhally srgent, Ma-
fian,

h_l.\iil AN lsnond back in the chatr.
Clever, how clavar. Of course
MiSwaln, koowing it was coming
and having armoged o have Lon
leavs his car at homa for her to ane
In leaving town, was roady to take
Bim to the bagk, She wis willing to
wagor tha he had also aceompanied
Lon to tho vault and ascertalned not
only that he had found the right lat
ter, but that ha did not have tima o
raad it. I
MeSwaln had risked uothing: He
wan abls to gauge Lon's lack of
knowledge of the letter. by his st
titude towards hlm, It had never |
changed from respesiful admiration
She tirned back 1o tha report:

Laere, d t L
had brodght i 'n s e the

At t
boy. He eald ha wan halled from

Lan'e raturn, tuomarraw, Brings
terror ta Marian.

buns slowly roiled onto a spool.
Monot nous days devold of any bigh
lighta. Lon was sullon. He would
ecomea Io, toveh bher eheak with nis
Hps, c¢lean up tor winner, and with
the new.japer folded t
page, go on with hils meal withoul a
word
retire to the saclusion of a boolk, and

read «ntll long after stie had retired

Even the weather became grey
ML Diablo disappesred bohind a
gatze vell, only the plonacle plere-
Ing tha fag. The wind blow and dust
from the wvalley swirled about the
house,

Dows fn the orchaic the plekers
wore shakiog the (rees, the frult
falling with soft plops onto the mus-
lin spread boneath, to ba packed In
trays and rushed to the drier.

Marian made futile gestures to Al
the day, canned frolt, plokled wal-
nuts, made more Jan than the two
of them would nse (o a Hfetime, And
sha read, reéad all of the books she
had tean waotlng to read, trving to
find momontary telonns from he
worrien.

By Friday she wan roady to de
clare a truce. She felt that oven the |
presatcn of the Hondon gardencr
was preferabla to
standing with Lon which persisted
ke the dull ache of & wound, She
made a fow overtures that evening,
only to ba met with monosyllable
amswers from Loy

The next morning, gloomy with
A starm brooding an the hills, he
stopped at the dooi, *I'll probavly
b Jate tonlght,” he sald, “don't wait
dinner for me Il eat with the boya
=wa're baving a llitle get-togethor.™

Marian nodded, afrald to trust her
vilce. After Lon bad 1 *t ahe went
o tha bil'top, The mountain stood
out black against the storm ¢loyds;
the valiey lay balow like a chalice
awalting the rain,

(Copweraha, 1000, 3y lranne Frumasn)
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BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER—The ‘‘S8awdnst Queon”’

HE DOESN'T
LOOK LIKE ANY
OF THOSE MEN WO
AIONABEED ME-+ 'Ll
HAVE TD TAKE A

By 4DWIN ALCOR

BUT WHAT
WILL WE HAVE

PATIENCE,
MY LAD,
prmENCE ] We
PRE NEARING THE

7~ THeRe GHe FLoaTS | X
OUR FUTURE Home' \~ 7t .f7
AND READY TO GTART 4
A5 GOON AS WECVE (™ !

HER ANOTHER LICK i
AND A PRB OR TWO |/

~

“DOWN THE RIVER WE GHALL GO,
EARNING AN HONEST PENNY NOW
AND THEN, HAFPY WHEN WE DD,

HAPPY WHEN WE DON T-SHARING
THE LITTLE OR THE LOT WE HAVE

WITH GWEN AND BRIAR—

THE NEBB8—It Looks Bad

WELL Easgnd™ == T Ok THATS

[ aETER My TERS mLe V| L NEED OM

[ ORDEAL v FEELTWE /| IVE ROT B
MNEED OF A LITTLE .l\C“: THIS PLAC
\ VALC ATIEN L s MO TS 14
eyl i =l WE

PLACE YOURGELF, BEN, IN THE
HANDS OF ONE WHO ONCE WAS
GUPPY, THE MOST FAMOUS OF ALL
CIRCUS CLOWNG, BUT WHO Now
IS BUT PLAIN AND PEG-LEGGED
ARCHIBALD CHIRP/ //

SRAMD - }

HOME An'UE
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ul'tT oOuT
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FRIEND OF MINE
VAL TAWE HiM
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ALl WO w1aN
DO 1% TO ACT
STYLISH Al
DRINK TEA-
JERRY -
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AL P\f\‘w
N ALl DRESSED UP
4" CALL YOU-

0
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TWOWUVE GOT TWE GROMNJDEST
[ CONSIDERATION FOR YOURSEL
IF YO HANME A MIs
BETWEEN YOUR GROONS
SRUNTS, PAINS anD ACHES,

TO GWE ME A TROL rt
WoULD BE APRPREC

LL GIT YOu i

UPTSTEN'

THATS Good || []
THATS JUST
ABSUT A%
FAR A% 'LL

NO~YOU \WONT To: ||
MNEVER THOULHT |
MUCKH OF COUNTS,

‘ BUT NONE OF'Em !

LOOED a% BAD
AD YOU LBOw
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