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Marlan Gordon

NNE ROWMAN

EVNOPRIE: Marlan Oapsd hos &
fetter im Aer safety deporid baz
that will sond the oontravior, AMe-
Hivagin, to jeil. AMcKwain canuop
erztiada Marian ta plve it wp, a0
fren Marian's hwshand, Lam 7d-
sod, aa fareman on The very fob
he plans fo adamp. Them Mariaw
reewives o telegram soulng her
riathpr fo daagernusty i1 ake goes
gt oice In The Gordos ranch and
finds the messape wan falre, Ko
ing the telegram had Leen g r
ta grt Amr wymay ehile her how
won srorehed for the letiey, ok

refnrnn

Chapter 20
LOW TRICK
ERO fumped from the car and
ran an/fling toward tha houss,
Marlan followed, watehing the dog's
pecullar actions,

Ha reached the house, walted for
her to unlock tha door, then entered
with low growls rumbling to hls
thrant, Marian nodded, Thers was
litle likellhood that anyons would
ba hore pow, hut some ona had heen
here, someone whose scent! Hero
dlsllkad.

Sho wwitched on the lights and
followad the dog from room to room,
Bl the low growling, the unecasy
pasing froms buream lo chest, from
cheat to sécrolary, from secretary
to Lon's worliroom,

Nothlng svemed disturbsd, Dut
iwhors was Lon?

A car waa eoming up tha drive,
8hae heard Lon's "Good-night, thanks
for tringing me over—and say, ihe
|barbocne wan fine,"

Ho came rutning towards the

ousa now, “Ian,” ho called, "wall,
thin in & surprise; I dido't expact
you back tonlght. I'm glad your
mother's better.”

“What makes you think mother's
bottar?™ aha naked,

“You wirod me shaawas . . . Iy
what's the matter wilh HHero .. .
lnok he's notonlly growling at me®

“Ho probably dosan't approva of
your dancing with Sliver,” she hae-

ardes,

Lon looked at hor In astonish.
ment. “How did yon know?" he
arked,

“lT don't know, but Hero does,
Me's found the samp =cent on rou
that ha found hare {n the hopss,

“Lon, listen. My mother wasn't
fil, Noither ahe nor Dad sent the
wire. It was sent by the samo por-
son who saw that ['had the car hore
at the house to use, in order to glve
them a chiance to go through this
house without fear of Interraption,”

“lan, what are you sayingt"

“Thin, MoSwaln went me vord
that my mother was {1}, After 1 Taft
Sliver eana hers . . . look at Horo
If yon ean't take my word ... Ahe
want throogh sveryihing . . , watch
him go trom place tb place , .. ho
assnciates momsthing  unpleasant
with that scent. Sha frightened him
that night In Nerala and son seold-
ed him ftor snarling at her, He
smulle hel socenl on you, now .., .
hold oot your hand, the ons you nasd
i holding her hand whiie you ware
dancing™

“lan, for Pat's sake, ba yonrmell.
1 suppone that next thing you'll be
telling me you Adn't 2ond me a wire
from Sacritmento asking me to get
thal lotter out of the safs depostt
box and mafl It—"

“Lon!™  Marlan  screamed his
nama as roallzation of what had
happened came upon bher, "What
hiave you done?™

“Wall, for the love of Heaven,
whaot's going on? You wire me'to do
romathing, then yell at ma for do
log Jt—"

“Farget me. Lon, llsten, tell ma
everything. Yoo say you got a Int-
tar out of the safe daposft box. What
did you do with je1*

“Munlled It to Bacramento 1iks you
told mo to, . . 1 guess 1t was the
right ans; It wan the only ons thore
It & plain envolope. It had Stivera
namo an (L Marlan, what's the mal-
ter "

“Tall ms, Lon, you sax you matled
that to me. To what address, and oy
what time—" She looke Lt her
wrist wateh, Conld sho reach Sacrae
mento in time (o Interenpt the let-

tor?

\ TITH a look of affanded dignity,
Lon walked to the divan, sat

Aowa, selectnd a clgaret and lghted

It

Mnrian walohod Nim, breathloss

wire. witer 12 of vital tmpor-
tance. I must {ntercapt it bofore it's
delivared, If It 1a physleally posal-
lle. Tell me, how did you addrass
1

“I adireased 1t to Mra, Lionel Ca
#ad, Congrassiopal Hotel, Bacrs-
mento, Callfornls, U. 8. A"

“At what time did you matl t, and
wheral”

“MeSwaln, who took the time from
hls work ta drive me to the bank,
was kind enoogh Lo carry It clear
out to the Oskiand mirport so it
would be .. . what's the matter., ..
do you want me to drive you to Sae
remento?”’ Ha seamed rouxsd from
his lethorgy as Marian fumped from
the ‘divan,

"No," she answered, and after a
moment's restloss pucing of the
room, "hera's no use mow. The let
tor dida't go to Snacramento any
more than McSwalo went to the alr
part.

"Oh, Lon,"” sha torned to him
agaln, *don't you see what's hap
poned ™

“All I can aoe,” he retoroed with
spirit, "is that the giri | morried
Is earrylog on lke & prima donna

Marian sat {n & chalr, head in her
hands, Wall, that was that. While
ahe woa alttlog with ber mother,
chuckiing over winniog the frst
round with McSwaln, he wan taking
ber otily weapon away ftrom hor, But
how had he knowan whers to find the
lattar?

8ha arose and went Into her room
and deived into the desk in which
she kopt all yecelpts. Thore on top
ot ans plie lay a recolpt from the
hank for rent on safs depoalt box,
held by Marlan and Lionél Casad,
Jointly,

McSwain waa elever, an elover an
a fox. Had the letter been malled,
delivered and accopled by somoons
#lsa, alis might have charged them
with Intercepting the malls, How-
over, ha had read Lon rightly. Lon
‘was oo honest to concolve of anyons
elae’s being falsa.

JHE wont back Into the living

room, Lon was still siiting op
tha divan, dark head rosting on the
pillow, a fresh cigaret between his
lipa.

“Lon' sha sat beside him, took
one hand in hoth of hars. Instend of
surling abott hera It Iny passtre,
"Try to llnten to what | want to
#ay,

telegram aupposedly coming from
Bacramonto, 1 telophioned youw You
told mo to take the car, then you
turned  from the telaphots and
talkad to someons. That perann sug-
gosted to you that [ take Hero with
me. With him out of the way, they
knuw whosver was golng through
this house wounld be unmolestod,

"Lon, whom do you know that's
afrald of Hero? Wha wired you to
meeat Lthem and sugzeated In thin wirs
that you leave Pal at homaT*

"Oh, now lsten, [an,” protested
Lon, “It you mean Blrar, put her
aut of your mind. She was down at
the Kast Brazon all day ... had luneh
with us there*

"Has slhie aver dons that hafora?
And how lung aftor I lefi did she ar
'I'i"l‘:n

“She was thers before thar wiea
camn from Bacramento, asking me
te send the [sitsr an te you"

*Ol course sha was, Look,” aha
handed him tha recelpt, *she found
that here, tipped off tha person
watklng with them in Sacramento
what to wire, and then proceeded to
arrange an allbl for hersolf,

“Lon, why won't yon he convincsd
that Sliver and McSwaln are gullty
of actually robbing me?”

“Whyt" hoorepeated, and with
drawing his hand, faced har, "Re
causs [ happen to know what Is be
bind this whole affair”

"You do? Wonld you mind telling
ma "

“Whan MeSwain and [ started off
this mornlag, ho askod me Ir rom
had kloked up & fuss over my work.
Lug tor him. I'replied that you hadn't
He #ald he was aurprised, 1 nsked
him why, and this i what he Lold
ma,

“Ho sald thut ho and your tathar
had heen enemins tor years. He told
me a [ot about yonr girthood that I
bad never before Xnown; how yon
nped 1o be taken around to all sorts

Iy. Ha wasn't acting natural. Hia
Hand sesmed u little upcarialn as he |
held the Ourie to the while evlinder: |
als cheoks wore overfushed. How
much did he know of McSwain's ..:.|
Houa? Under normal clreumntancaos
he should ba an past an ahe,

"Please, Lon,"” she begzed pationt.
Iy goltg over to sit besids him,
=t hat time 418 vou mall that letler
will to whom '

“1 followaed
retortod hlan

“Loo" she teachod for Ma coat
veeve, tngeed It es though alie eonld
force him to give her his full atten.
Hon, "Listen; Lon, §didn't send that

our instructions,™ he

of places with erowds of rongh men
a0 your fathor could usa his pretty
danghter tor political purposes,
“Ha mpid 1t got to such a place
your Inther's slater reallzod you
wars being apolled for any normal
womanhood and she stepped tn and
pall your way throngh this exciusive

glrl sohool; but that as soon as vol
ioft wohool, he foreed the newspa
per bac'ing his taction tnio glvine

you a Jab as a reporter ro you coy
farther his interests there”
(Cotariphe, 1200, by
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1 Army of Crickets

Forces Sams Vale
Family From Home |

HAME VALLEY, Nov, 1—(&
The crickets are becoming
ace here. An army of them
Into otie home and ousted ta
supants this week, Thoy ste
raper aff the walls and tnvad

%ESI
beds, eclothes ciosela and e
rorner, Inslde, and ouler walls n-‘

SALEM, Ore. Nav, 2.—~{AP)—Tne|| the hiouse, also filled the well and
progresalye  constitutional  amend- || & emmlly took possesion. Other
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WASHINGTON, Nov, 3.—(AP) Gen-l

in working againat the {erous stippart of the American. Re d|

EAMIR IMENAUTe, Crosa wis urped today by Prestdent

the passing of the nealing arts mees-
nure, and estimated an additional ex-
penditurs of 81000, Contributions |
tofaled 8B00D24. The Oregon Asane
ciation of Hoapitals snd the Oregot
Btata Pederation of Professitnal So-
Cloties spent’ 10098 snd 8928 85 re-
mpectively
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THE MINUTE THAT SEEMS A YEAR '

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS

A statement filed by the Tax 'I'Jm.- Roosevelt I‘!’-I-'! r‘:ur-. he " fotind, ware highh
tntion League of Oregon showed that Openin the annual membenhin suaceptible and 100 infocted. nnless
ihir crganization expended 8763335 .y eall. tiie Im,_,,___,m recelved & Had ednte  remindies were appiled
In support of the 30-mill tax IImita- | Croas button frem S-year-o . d unttl the polson /
tion mensure, with additional expen. | g ! etan t un urse. |
:rl.:.urra I:‘ntwﬂrn now  and Hf’l\-tf'\lp.' .:Illlhp (“ \f\.,”HI(:IN::'~|I‘.“_IJ.‘,:I" ok T, F Intemesied in teolnting the texic| AFTER HA{“’MER"‘{G ON ‘\’H'E,. BHTHROOM \
ot tatassd BHOEA D, I ol . aeting.” otntrenn of " te Red [ SIEEREL e Bateraily Wes Tteres DOOR AND SHOUTING 10 JUNIOR FOR PITY'S SAKE 1o 5
o Riv ¥ ' th ~=|Cro - T ! ind that after
000 eame from the Corbett Invest- o —— o | handling the plant, f the affects HURRV UP \IJOU WANT fO GEf CLENNED UP FOR !
ment Ca, of Portland Clalms  Basidmaster Title, parts were Immediately sanbied w SUP‘;JER JUHIOR SfROLLS 001’ OF Hfs RDOM —m SW
The Northwestern Electrie Co. ex- KIFL, Wis — (UP)—Edgar P_ Thiss- | s 1dre woap saters! times 3
pended 804704 in apposing e een, 30, director of the 10-pieco Kiel the possibiiity of sayers| THRT Mﬂ!‘(’BE 115 THAT ':??IEND‘PF MOTHER'S IN THERE
Orange power WL apd =il spend an | eommunity band, Isys olaim to the "r—rr|(|n wWAN TAmMOoe pnh..,.mm or
ndditional 880 priag ‘lo slection. Ex-|title of Wiscopsin's youngest band- | mannganate and hypochiorite .El“‘ wHO P'RRIUED UNE"-PEC EDL‘\’ O SPEND 'rHE N{G"n’
penditires of the Pacifie Light &imaster. He han been a musiclan since | tiops, slkaline snd oxidlzing, sl | G
Power Co. ngalnst the same Bl to- he wan seven years old, h. : d = ”-2 Copyright, 1954, by The Bell Byndicstas, Ine) )
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By EDWIN ALGER

JOB IN A HURRY =

* WELL,IF YOURE BROKE,
TWENTY DOLLARS 16 A LOT
OF MONEY AMD THATS
JUST WHAT IVE GOT-1LL
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