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Marian Gordon

by JEANNE BOWRAN

KYNGPAIS. Marws Gordon in
her copacily e=a reporier for the
Morning Dispateh, has forced Filv
wr Handon (o send an encourag-
ing mesange o ker hushand. whom

#he juat hos divoreed. and who his
shot himacll. Eus Stlver 8 not renl-
Iy wenitent: she at oues maok
play for Lom Cosad Marfan's st
friend. Len propopes houn"' o
the long drive hock to Oallons
from Reno,

Chapter 15
ACCEPTED

ON had parked the car on the

* summit 1o the lee of the rock
that held a small white rangers’ sta.
tion on fts fiat top. Eight thousand
fast, and yot othar mountaing Low:
erdd ahove them.

Marian looked up st them, She
tad besn walting ftor daye for just
such & question from Lon, and now
ahe found hereelf hesitating,

“It 1sn't & quenation of belng what
you call poor, Lon,” she hegan, “It's
waomen |lke Silver. Yon may she
wonld ba a luxury. But don't men
approciate luxurles more than ne
cessition?”

“Some men might, Ian, 1 don't
\belleva | wonld, I want the things
in my Hfa tn he fe=T-manially
sound.”

“But Lun, bhow do you know I'm
the kind of a parson you want1"

“I've ahserved. Folks have told me
things about you, Tony Garetll for
Instunee.”

“Oh but Tony's prejudieed and
you know [alions, you do them one
good turn and thay are trus for 11fe"

“They're loyal, of couras, but not
withoot ronson*

*And Lon, | have a torsihle tom:
per. It's always getting me Into
trouble.”

“I've heard of that too, Anne calls
It justifled Indignation. Healdes,
Inti, I'm not altogether blind. deaf
and dumb. | love you just as you
are. The question before the house
In not you, hist me. Do you think sou
conld loarn to love a fellow like me
wall enough (o marry bimt™
I I8 tona was wistful. Io it Marian

falt tho hurt of the small boy
who had known poverty and tover
fully recovered from the hllght of
belng acorned.

"Lon,"™ ahe ehided, Inughtor fn her
eyen, “yon aro blind, doaf and dumb.
If you weren't you'd know |'ve been
head-ovar-heeln in love with you
einee the fArst moment | mot you”

A cold wind whipped around the
edge of the great rock, wihilhed, then
flew off Into space earrying scintilat
ing anow sparkies with 1t, byt In
the clome, ourtalned enr, warmed
now by thelr blankots and each

others arma, they sat unconselonn
of the wind, or the vust amphi
theater of mountain tops and Inkea,

Even the wonder of findiang thelr
love mutual, howavar, souldn’t keep
out the cold of early spring fprover,
atd Lon, with newly awakennd con:
elderation for the girl bealde him,
remembared the bottle of colfes he
had pleked up at the tote) eatd, and
the pat of ground beet for Hero

The big dog. whn had been leap
fng about In the anow. raced 1o the

lear when Lon whintled, gozed at
ibla maoster with wise eves as Lon
[presented Mariap as the futurea Mm
1Ca|n;1. and offered hin paw with the
tbored expression of one whons sen
Isitlve nostrils, Havihg discovared
Ithe proximnity of raw beel, constds
iered oow mintreases of secondary
Lm portance.

driving Ou suow Elased thoubiain
rondn 18 difficult, they drove on up:
til dawn overtook them helow the
mow line, asd lghtod the road be
fate them with a soft, gray light
| It was probably the baauly of the
highway betwest the Slerrds and
| 3an Franciseo Day thit chused them
to spend so many hours o reaching
thelr destioation. There was a dog-
wood tree in full blaam to be appre
elatad.

They left the car to look at It
found mome flshermen frying trout
over coals, and didn't refuse the
fish, bacon and coffes affered them,
They parked on ulgh spots and
watched the Bear River ronming
along beneath them and promised
to eamp on Il banks some day,

Thay parksd on the banks of the
Sacramonto River, for no particular

on the dykes to look down on the
fopm of blossomn in the orchards,
and they stopped on the Antloch
bridge to look at the dusky purple
of Mount Dabla {n the distance]

VENTUALLY, however, they
reached homs and Marlap went
to her apartment o Ond Anne just |
awakening from her day'n sloep.
“Ydy woaord” she sald, atifiing »
ya&n, "did you find & gold mine ie
Renu™
l!‘

The lrony of the situation struck Marian.

1 4" returned Marfan,” Any
brought hith bask with me and |
Yitend to keep him always"

“IThreo guosses as to his name*
chuckled Anne, snoggliog ioto
rabe, “fArat guess Lon, second guess
E...by the way lan, what doen the
B atang for

“Excoptional,
gant—"

“Eaough o ... well congratula:
tlons, not that 'm st all sarprised
at Lon. When's the coromony to taka
placeT™

"In abput a tmouth, Have to glve
oy offfice two weekn' notlee, then
trot home and help mother arrange
the feativities. Anne, will you be my
mald of honor?™

“1 wiil not."

“Anne!"

“Hnt It you eoax, 1'll be malron
of honor, Doe and | declded this
npartment win too Inrge for me to
konp alone, mo wo'll be marrlod when
you iepve.”

“You mean you've already dia-
cumsed 1L? But how 410 you know—*
and she paosed  becnnse Anne
couldn’'t benr her above her own
gldeful lnugh.

“How dld we know, you blossed 1o-
fant. Go take & look & your nowse
paper and sea the glory you'vae
sproad over Sliver Hondon, while |
practico on the kind of a breakfant
I"ll edok for Doctor ALY

Marinn settled fnto a chalr and
began to read. thought of Hondon,
and called te Anoe. “How's Hon.
dob getting along ™™

"Fine," snswoered Anne. “They
took hm to Meredith you know, and
Nora Heilly, a girl | tenined with
at Mersdith 1s on night apecial,
She’ll: pull: him throvgh or die In
tha atvempt.”

Marinn turned hack to the papers
They bad glvenn her story a nlce
“play.” The lrany of 't siruck Ma
tlan forelbly, She folt ke the man
who bad created a god of mid and
silck and stones, then watched It
come to e and strike at him, She
had
Lae knew and she falt tntullively
that soina dsy this (miage would
deal her & telllng blow,

(Cepsrighe,

axtrnordinary, ele

IR0, by fasnns Browmin)

Tomarrew, Marian wandars

Thaen slowly, becauss onearmed

wheltier aha has helped  Handon
&fter ail
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BUILDING A FIRE

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS §

Sws TIERE™ NO NEED T
START THE FURNACE ver,

HE'LL JUST BULD A FIRE
™ THE FIRE PLACE

LAYS FIRE. RELAYS 1T
THREE TIMES ON ADVICE
FROM FAMILY WHD ARE
SURE 1T WONY BURN THE
WhY HE HAD IT

TINDS SOME OLD PAPERS

DOWN CELLAR, AND LIGHTS A5 Th WHAT 1S WRONS, 5F

FIRE WHICH IMMEDIATELY

STRRTS SMOKING VipOROUSEY THE BIG LOG ODGHTTOBE  ToNGS
MOVED RACK

0-18

STANDS UP 10 46T KN =
DLING, CRACKING HEAD ON
EDGE OF MANTEL

RECEWES PLENTFUL ADVICE  CANT SEE WELL BECAUSE
OF SMOKE IN EYE5, AND
CHIEF THING BEING THAT PINCHES FINGER IN

{Copyright, 1834, by Tha Ball Byndicata, Inc.)

SThR5 (RUMPL
OF NEWSPAPER FOR KiN=-
DLING, WIFE CRYING DON'T
UsE 10DAY'S PAPER SHE
HasNIT REQD 1T VET

FIRE STOPS SMORING
HAVING SONE OUT.
DOWN AND STARTS
FURMACE
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floUEf-G WEVE COY THEM [~ OKAY, BEN=ILL TIE
ALL, DAVE, GO I'LL LEAVE | THIG BIRD 60 TIGHTLY

(YOU AND HUNT LP HAL | THAT HELL SQUEAL,
JAEGER — _,._.a BUT | GUESS WE CAM

7\ | STAND A FEW YELPS
OUT OF BIM~

WHY, HAL !
WHERE

ARE yoUL
GOING ?

THE JOBS DONE,

ANT IT? IGom’

BACK TO N:\\'
HERMITIN'—

YOU DOM T WANT TO LEAVE

BUT YO TOLD ME 1T WOWND £}

nbwiN

ALGER

NOT ON YOUR
LIFE GON—
LAINT THE =~

Us NOW, DO YOU ? NOURE
THE OME WHO WELPED UG
GET CONTROL OF THE SHiP -
EVERVTHING S QURS NOW, HAL: B
| WANT YOU 7O SHARE INI1T=-

--=LEAST BIT INTERESTED
N GOLO= W) CNERPEND NOW
FOR BEIN PERMITTED TODO
YOU AN BRIAR A TURM -

Fou, HaL ! L
NEVER FORGET

YOU ~GOOD-BYE!
> GOODBYE /
e ~
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