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BYNGPSIS: When Morian (lore
don fells her old school friemd,
Eilver Nowdon, that the husbasd
Hilver juat hon divoreed hos ahot
wimagly, Ailver (v angry, OO Hous
dow only wanted, aceording 1o
Kilver, 1o make his former anife lose
face with the world. Marian telo-
plianes her paper and learna (hat
DY may Hee. Af that moment, [oi
Casad, whom Mariaw laves betfer
than anyone, orrines. e Asa fold
torwed Martan afl (he wop (o Repno
—hizt Sllver ealohes aloht ot him
a4 acon ge be orrivey. Wilver asby
'J;":lnlaq to reli Lon ations the alisa

"

Chapter 11
CHARMING LON

ON looked at Marlan expectant

1y, but she remained sllent.

“lan.” proniptad Silver.

“Why not let bar tell ysu what
1he learned whon ahe called the hos
pital” suggeatesd Hamlin with gen
tle sarcasm.

*Inn," Sliver leaned forwird, eyes
Allated, ono oxgulaltely tormed hand
aver her heart-="he lin't, don't tell
ma ho's—"

“No,"” replied Marian ahortly, “he
wn't. He has more than a fAghling
thance. He doclded to fght nfter
pe'd recelved a talephone mes
REo—"

“Ian—~" the color was back In ik
rer’s cheeks,

And “Sliver,” came tha sharp re
minder trom Hamlin,

She leaned back again, was slisnt
s full minute, than whisperad «="“the
salief of 1t ... almosl tho mueh to
hear” Then she turhed to Loo. ~)
gucas I'll have to tell you, 1t dosen’t
wam fair to you, that yon should be
pare with us angd not onderstand.”
And she closed her oyea to vell the
gleam of trlumph which cams As
Lon cast an Indigrant look at Ma
Han,

“I was marcied whon | was Just a
roungster,” Bliver explalned. “My
parents insisted, and [, .. well |
themght It would be a lark to bs able
L0 have some freedom. | learned bit-
torly that fréedom was the last thing
L had won.

“My husband, conslderably older
than L. was Insanaly fealous, | stbod
It tour years and then I broke, |
11do't want to'go on living thiat way.
[t wan ensy snough to win a divorce
gnder the .  the elrepmatances,

1 was glvon my ducrea todoy . . .
restorday now. and thon he did as
ha thraataned, He sald he couldn't
live without mo and he shot blm-
el

She made an elfaclive pauke, then
sontinned. "OF courso | feal terribiln,
1 feal na it | hod murdersd the mbn.
1 dlon®t love bim. It's all over he
twaan o8, but ... [ had to do somo-
thing ahout It aa 1 sant word to him
Shae | did.

LM Lo save B, bot ) Koow 1
be torglven that . . . | told bim 1o
Aghit tor his (e and I'd rush down
to be with him. | couldn’t do less,
gould I, Mr. Canpd 2"

“l think you've hoon wondoerful,”
blurted Lan, siogerply. “Just ope
grand sport.”

“I know. you'd underathnd,” mur
murad Silver, gratefally, “and now 1
bave to find some way of huorrying
itite. Roabo to optch the morning
trafn, Mr. Cannd, would you, fould
yau drive me In?"

“1 should say | could,” declared
Laon henrtlly, aud turned o Marian.
“Thore’s raom for tho three of us.
I'll rlg up a place for Ilero o the
luggage chrrler™

“Oh, fint Mr. Cannd” protestod
Bllver, "1 don't teel that | could be
crowded ot n timo Ilke this . my
norves aro simply ahattersd. | foel
roady to broak dowg lan cap stay
havre and rest. She's worn ooty sbe'll
logk after the dog, won't you, lant"

Lon and Silver turned to look at
Marian, who secmod coneorned
chiefly with a hiaze (n the heart of
the hearth fire.

J\ ARIAN sat looking Into the|

giowing embers as  though
stricken with sudden grief. Not by
any rule of sportsmanalilp eonld ahe
turn to Sllrer, or to Lon, and de
mand the'ather woman's troa char
aarer ho revealod,
"Marlan, yon won't mind, will
you? querled Lon 1a a volea that
took her accoplatce an & maltor of

fact, “I'll carry Mrs. Hovdon to|
| seanngd them for fnlore reference

Tteno, than come back for you™
“Dat you don't nend to. Mr. Ca
and," interposed Hamlln. “I've all
ready armanged to take care of Mlis
qordon, durlng the rematoder of hee
atay In Novadn. I'm leaving for Reno
this morning, and wo'd planned thai
Eahouid take her fn, then after she'd

tiad a good roat. take hor out to aee | DFIsE The dlursed parple staimp at

tha slghts”

“Oh., you bad?™ demanded Lon
belligerently “Well, 1I'd made dir
foront Arcangemonts.™

“Too bad.™ sald Hamiin. "How
ever, It you care to Joln us this eve
tilng wa'll ba glad to have you. On,
and me can take care of Heru In my

| ™an the pante of the Arm from which
| Wiltiam  Hirown was supposad (o

car. Ho sgoms Lo accept Misa Oor
don s his mistress”

He podded at the dog, who had
remidned with Marian, neirly para-
Iyzing the foot across which be had
stratehied Hla bulk, but sven the
paraiysis seemed comforting to Ms-
rlan, Bho was sllently blessing Ham.
in for Wis "magalficent la™ & e
Ellvar c¢ouldu't question becauss
slis hod Nurrled to her room Imme-
dlately aftar Lon bhad sesured her
ba would drive her Into Heno,

Forelng gnlety Iote her valea, Ma-
rlan looked at Lon atd sald in ez-
cellent imitation af his volco a faw
momants provious, "Lon, you won't
wlnd, willl yom ™

“1 think you ought to rest {oatead
of running aroand,” he ratarted.

"Oh, aha'll bave time to resy’
Lamlin assured blm, “We'll ba I&
tuwn in 8 couples of bours aod abs
cin eleep ootll six, then we'll al
mool It the lobby of ber hots
nroand seven.thirty, how's that 1

“Fine,” declared Marlan and stood
up, Hamlin went (or har wrapa
helped her into them, “Sse you ater
Lon; I'm stopplhg at tha El Cor
dov”

Hamlio bad besen ready to leavi
tor Rono, as nls bags were all read)
In his car, parked bofore a neard)
eabin, He tucked Marlap under i
robd, thon went (nto the place for )
Inat mindte survey. Haro took hh
place {n the asat beajde Marlan.

They whesled passed the lodgp
Jast as the mun, toppiog the Slerra
Wevada, slashed the lake with tha
blade of ity reflection. The wated
along the rim of the road they
skimmad torned a Maxfield Parrist
biue, ngainpt which tha pioes stood
like ebany statuos.

I_IM:IAN asked questions; eleve
duestions Marian recalled day
Intor. She wandered than how much
she bad actaally revealed to bim, of
heraett, hor home lite, Lon Casad
nod all she knew of him.

When he ssemet antlsfled to con
cuntrate his altentlon op the roac
slie sht musing, too tred to be actt
ally dishoartoned  at the turn of
evapts, thinking of Slirer, bar [ater
oat (o Lon; thinking of Sllver ant
how avnry frock she wore told o
definite story, crented n definite
pleturn, Annn had suggeated newm
c¢lothes . . . ale'd buy some, sha'd
been carefn] with ber genarous snl
ary, now aho wonld . . . wounld
aplirge. She wistied ahe had some
thing othor than the llne angara tog
tonlght.

“Mr, Humlln, would you think |
win too feminlbe 1 1 aaked whore |
might buy n dress (o wear tonfght?™
aho paked.

Humlin gave Her n quick, wise
amile. “I'd tink you wora very fom
il and very wive" e rolurnoed
"The stores won't be opep whep we
reaeh Redo, 18 yon'll make a st of
what yoo want, I'll have a profes
alunnl ahoppor cloke soma thinge
and sond them up to you on ap
proval*™

"You dre kind,” murmursd Ma
rlan, and slopt. She had o dim mems
ory of stombiing blindiy Into the
lohty of the B} Cocdorn, of heariag
Hamlln say he wondd look aftar the
Hog, of belng carrled aloft toa warm,
lavely eoom, ot sllipping batweon
shosts—then chma obllvibn,

Fhon theso woen a bell, Sho awak:
enod, roachod for the Inntroment,

HIL s five-Lhirty, Miss Gordon® ex
plalned the gperatar, “You asked to
b ealled at that time”

1 dhil, dido't 1, and will you cop
nect me with the beauty salon?™

“Cortninly. Do yow want the
bigan sont to your room at oncal™

“Boxes ! guostionad Marian, thep
ramembared  she had  discussed
ahopping with Hamlin and had for
gotton o leave a s, He bad ra
mumbored. “Plense do," ahe told the
aparmtor,

e boxes came, big boxes ant
Hitle Boxes, svedinmesiesd boxes ané
fong Mot onea, Marian Watclied Lhe
portor whoal them ln and gaspod.

Snuraly the portor tesdled a sub
stantinl tip. She umually carried
simall change In hor cont pocket tor
sieh emergencles, She thrusg &aim
haud Inte oue pocket and ftound It
stulfed with paper , . - copy paper,
she supposed; aha never threaw
pway any nolea uotfl she had

e must do that clght away

She tipped the porter, then stared
in shirprise, What abe hag thought
WAR POpY paper was the lettar Ol
Hondon bad written to Silver—but
how had It gotten Into har pockett

Plintt ahe leabed forward tn sure-
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