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MOCKING HOUSE

BY WALTER €. BROWN

BYNur.
taveatipation v, ..+
in  Plerre Dufreane's kouee, Aoe
inpalved Mra, Dufresne, her hus-
pand, a mald and o chauffeur (n
& sericus tanple, for it has devel-
oped that wiyaterious mofes con-
cerning egually mysierious rendez.
vous have been found by the maid
and (hat botk Dufresnes have paid
her ta kesp atlent. Hcrplrgwt has

i . Thifreans
hnp left her under sirict
aurveillance (n her room.

| Herper's
two murders

Chapter 45
CROYDEN'S PLEA

HE house scamed as deseried as

belore, but as Harper came
down the stalrs ho reallzed that the
dinner muat he over. tor he heard
musle from the drawing-room, In-
dicating Richard Croyden at the
planp.

Harper was passing the doormay
when thae playing stopped, and Croy:
dep, looking over hia sbouldar,
halled the detective. "Coma In,"” he
called, “It you can spare a minute.
I've been watching for you”

Harper was somewhat surprised
by this lnvitatlon. He eyed the
planlst, sharply as he cromsed the
floor. “Hava n clgaretie?’ The de-
teotive declined the offer, while
Croyden turned back to ths plano,
his fiogers moving softly over the
koys, "“Thers are some passages
In this I need to brush up” he ex.
plalned. “Recognize (t?° Chopin.
Folonalse o B Flat Minor."

The detective sat down in the
ghalr by the plano bench. Croyden's
whole manner was faverish and sx-
elted and though his fingsrs con-

I'm not at all ioterssted in private
seandal pnless It toushes on ths cass
Itselt™

=Ah, that's what you think, Har-
per, but you make the other poor
beggars conscious of their tatters.
That publle loss of dignity ean
naver ba repalred, Affalrs in this
socinl world move in & complicated
rhythm on thelr own The unfortu-
nate death of two strangers in this
house throstens to visit injustices
on those who had nothing to do with
the case.”

“Ii's not so easy to say just who
those may be” was Horper's dry
comment,

“Don't lel gosalp run away with
your good judgment,” Croyden re.
plled quickly. “If you take that line,
you'll find us al] 1o your net, accus-
|ng and mcoused, No doubt you've
heard that Dutresna and | were
rivals once and mot very friendly
ones, sither, You could make some
Interasting dedustions from that.'”

Harpor was siloot, puzzled by
some repressed forcs underiying the
words, Croyden paused to light a
fresh cigarotte. *That's the root of
plenty of trouble, Harper, when
women can take over the dominat-
Ing rols. Takes my wife, for example,
I loya her dearly, but she bas ml-
ways had mora money than | can
ever hope to earn. Besldes, what
chanes has the mascullne ego with
a girl who can ocutdistance you at
any sport’ you name—swlmming,
golf, riding, bridge? Thers Is only
ona fleld left fn which I can exerclse

line concelt and that is

tinued through rippling possa
his mental abstraction showed that
he was casting about for an opening
for whatever he had on his mind.

Then, preceded by a nervous ex-
balation of clgarette smoke, he
struck out boldly. “Harper, can't
you call off the dogs? Must this
thing go on, boring deeper and
dseper Into the private life of this
housa? You can't ease the dead by
a0 autopsy on the lvipg."”

*A detective on & murder cass has
8o friends, Mr. Croyden. We cannot
call this cass closed until we have
found the killer who {s hiding
smong you.*

The fingers slipped Into a fangling
Alicord and stopped. The planist
taroed (o face the detsctive, *I
think you exaggerate when you call
It a ‘case,’ " his challengad. "I really
don't ses it, Harper. You've bullt
op. a scaracrow of shreds and
patches. When you tear it spart you
won't find your murderer, but you
will expope all the peor bare bones
of our family skelston to tha pub-
llo gaze. The publie Is always
roaring for that sort of stuf, but
1 folt that you wers above that kind
ot atow, Harper."

Hs drew a long breath, “Don't
think I'm talking wildly, or trylng
to hide some deop, dark secret, Dig
balow the surface anywhers In so-
called Boalety and you'll find dacelt,
treachary, diafllusfonment.  And,
God knows, It you're golog to take
thoss things for clues to motive,
you'll finlsh by pubtiing all of us
in the dock. Does this make sense
to you or do you think I'm baing
meraly rhetorical?”

Through & baze of smoke the de-
teative looked atralght (nto the
glittaring, excited syss, Thers wes
no mistaking the gennine fervor of
that plea, I think [ understand,
Mr. Croyden,” Harpar respondad
gravely. “Yoatorday, porhaps I
ahould not have, but today & great
many things have becomn cloar to
m.'“

ROYDEN turned sgaln to the
keyboard, sofily fAngering the
troble keys with muted sound, “Are
you & married man, Harper? he
aaked, suddenly, without turoing
his head.

No."

“Then take my sdvice~and think
well frst!” he counsellad. “It can
do things .o you, bring about eondi.
tions that no lover can survive, One's
birthright of spirit can be sold out
for a compromise,” he added darkly.
"Today, we seem to cling only to
tha Thirtesnth Commandment —
*thou sbalt not ba found out’ Many
things can ba borne in sllence, indig
nities to the spirit as well aa ncts of
the flosh, 8o long na these are kept
dizcrestly hiddon trom our nelgh:
bora' eyes, But faunt them mcross
the horizon and then conies the end.
That Is why | ask you to take no fur
ther stopn in that direction”

Ho stopped to anub out the elg:
arette ond "l suppose you'v. heard
ahoul Mr, Dufreans and Joyce Roh-
mar, to glve the lady her more fa
millar name? And, ponsibly other de
talls of the nort?"

Harper abhrugged. “Servants will
talk, tablolds thrive ob soandal” he
remarked, "and there's precious lit-
tie escapon them. As | understand it,
thars have bean dissenslons and aus:
plalons on both sldes of the fence.

my r
this—" resting his fingers on the
kesyboard.

The detoctive was at a loss to so-
count for this dellberats exposura
of Richard Croyden's,

UY JARPER,” Croyden remarked

afler a short sllence, “would 1t
eass your mind if you koew that
OMesr Hamill's family would be
provided for? Don't misunderstand
me," he added quickly, sesing ths Is
tective's look, “this {s not ln any
sonss & bribe, Ths fact {s ths man
was killad In this house, prasumably
In dafense of the property and If I
offer ald to ths family, my motives
will be less open to misinterprata-
tlon."

“Mr. Dufresns has already made
such anoffer,” the datactive replied.
“1 undersiand your motlve, Mr.
COroyden. I'm sorry 1 can't separate
ths whent from the chaff, I'll maks
no secret of the fact that ceriain
recent davelop ts bave touchad
Mrs, Dufresne, By refusing to de-
fand herself against yery damaging
avidence, sha has forced me to place
her under virtual arrest. .

“And now | have mome esqually
serlous matlers to put befors an-
other member of this household, 1t
tha same attitude Is mdopted, the
confequencas will be unfortunate.”

Rlchard Croyden leapad from the
bench. "Sylvin?" ue cried, aghast.
"Goad God| No! Harper, na! You've
got It all wrong. Let me talk to her!”

“Sorry, but I'll have to ask you to
defer that until later. The nurse
bas orders to adnilt no one.”

QOroyden sat down agaln, shaken.

The hand that held his clgareite
trombled. His face was the prey of
conflleting smotions that choked his
tongts and {n ths stunned silsoce
Harper lott the room.
The detective returned ths slip-
pors to the breakfastroom and rang
for Androws, Whan ths hutler came
he inquired as to the whersabouts
of tha mastor of the houss,

"Mr, Dufresne I8 having his coffes
In the library, upatairs, sin."

“Thank you, Andrawa."

Once mors the detective locked
the room and went up the atalrs.
Dufresna's volce bade him enter and
It he was surprised to ses Sargeant
Harper ba gave no sign of It

“Ob, It's you, Harper, Make your
solf comfortable, You're too late for
coffes, but 1 can offer you m spot of
this." He reached down to the lower
shelf of the serving-tabla and
bronght np a square black decanter
and two small ginases. The datec-
tive saw a similar glass with the cof-
tes norvice.

“What Is it —brandy?™ he In-
quired

Dulrosnoe cocked & Jooular aye at
him. "Never ask that question, Har
per, It's damped bad manners.”

He splashed a white llqueur lato
the glasses to the very brim. "Coin-
treau,” he explained solemnly.
"Colntrean, my boy, Is like the faw.
less blue-white dlamond — Natare
oan do no more,” He 11" ~d the glass.
*Your hoalth!*

Thes pontifizal tons, the gleaming
oye, tha dull flush, wera not over
looked by the detective, Dufresne
hnd bean drinking agals Harper re
membered his steady appllcation to
the brandr bottls ths night before.
(Copyrioht. 1984, by Walter €, Brawm)

Tamorrew, Marpar lolts Plarre
Cufresne eut of hin oalm.

Torhn': feﬁad
Car Coming to
Medford Monday

Torture tested car which has made
history for the OCenersl Petroleum
corporation on the conat and the Bo-
eony Vacuum company in the East
will make Iia appearance In Medford

The

whll-known car will be driven

on the prinolpal atrests of this elty | preabytertan chuseh in North Amer- |
the and will be dlaplayed | (o, joday decinivaly rejected a proe |

General dealérs here
sowned ntas

5 An announcement
Frams, manager in

far the Genera) Petroloum
] .-%.I_l. Higgins, southern Oregon
et manager for the Cheneral Pe.
1 | ton, will leave Meu-
Cranta Pass, where he

The Gensral Petroleum Torture
CAr made the transcontinental trip
from New York to the Paclfte eorst
without s radistor's cooling
tance, demonstrating the perform-
ance of Moblloll snd Mobllgas under
| extreme heat conditions.

PRESBYTERIAN MERGER
PROPOSAL IS REJECTED

OXFORD, Ohio, Juns 38 -—(AP)«
The gentral assmbly of the United

posal of merger with the Presbyle-

rian ehurch in the U. 8 A,

|  The vols wasn 113 to 118, A iwo-

thirds majority waa required for ap-

proval,

—— e

WINDOW GLASS—we sall windon

gam and will replace your Sroker

windows reasonably Trowbdridge Cas
| inet Works

—
Use Mall Tribune went ada,

menting on thess sensatiopal price
redyctions, sald:

"Never In the history of the may-
onnaisa industry has the public been

able to buy fimt quality mayonnaise
UN MAYUNNA'SE At any price comparabls to ths very
|low price we Eave fust put Intg ef-
foct. We belleve that this Jow price

| will materinlly increase the eating of

| healthful salads, and will prove a

No development In food cests dur- renl benefit tp the consuming pub-

ing the past few Years has bhrought Mot

such immediate benefits to the con- |

sumer as the recently snnotinced and

sensational reduction in the price of
mayornaine,

Here in the far weat, where nature |

is at her moat hountiful in suppiying

Y
OCIETY
fruita snd vegetables, the principal d}zd Clz{bj

of eating aslnds dally has long been

genamally accepted. Mow, under the Spend Week-End

new price schedules mada possible in | At Diamond Lake
the tetall muarket by drastio reduc.| 3Miss Mildred Beeson, Misa Delphine

tlonn upan the part of msnufncturv.ra‘iﬂlﬂfk and Misa Justine Miller of
Mrs. Housewife ean snrve the tastiest | Medford dre spending the week-end
and meat nutritiaus of salade at a At Diamond Lake. They were Jolned

—_—

Misg MeGrew Glven
Surprise Poity

Honoring the ninth  birthday of
Miss Barbars Jesn McGrew, a group
of her friends antertained Saturdsy
afternoon with a surprise. party at
her home, 018 Beatty street |

Thosé pressnt were Jerry Morris, |
Jackle Moaorrie. Kay Grantham, David|
Lee Wade, Iva  Anderson,  Joan
Anderson, Bhirley McCulloch, Byrna-
dine MeCulloch, IaVerns \MeCulloch
and Jeéan Grantham, |

—— |

Barrs To Spend
Eeveral Weeks Hers

Mr. and Mrp. E. B. Bary and pons|
Billy and Roger, of Oakland, are,
sendling wseveral woeka i~ Medford, |
visiting Mr. and M, Ralph Wood-
ford. Mr. Barr la asalstant superin-
tendent of malls at Oakland.

Regular Meeting
0Of Enstern Eiar

The regular meeting of the Eastern
Star will be held Wednesday avening
with ‘a repori of the worthy matton

| SLEEPY

.

€Ef5 600D SEATS WitH Hug -
BAND AS TEATURE FILM STARfS  HAS DROPPED OFF 10 SLEEP-
NUDGES HiM

REALIZES PRESENTLY THAT HE

LT T

seemed quits Impossible

This news come at a particularly
advantageous time, top, beciuss of
the plentiful pupply and the oxisting
low prices of practically all frulls
and vegetables that go into aalad
making.

We are now at the height of the
renson, of approaching the best ssas-
on, for mich salad vegatables s lat-
tude, tomntops, Irish potatoss,. car-
rots, ang celery, such frults as ap-
ples, eranges, peaches, penrs, cantal-
oupes and many of ths most dellc-
jous berries, intluding atrawherries,
raapberries, logan berrles. In aeddition
there are the uasunl cholcea of fine
cannad vegetahien and ganned fish
suitable for aalad making,

The consumes’s cost of real may-
onnnise, under the recent major re-

duectiona, amounts to approximately
one«<third lass than formerly.

Mr. L. A, Plercy, Incal distributor |
for The Beat Foods, Ine, In cam-

cost which in the past would have|thera by Mims Msrgery Smith and

Misa Fay Buchanan and threa other

[}'ouns ladiea of EKlamath Falla

——
Bullding Bridga Club

To Meet op Thursday

The bullding Bridge club s to meet
Thureday afterncon at 130 o'clock,
dessert bridge, at the homa of Miss
Anne Kellohor, 1019 Bouth Oakdale
Avenue,

Viplt, Wondtordy
While In ity

Mr. and Mrs, Andrew Bulman and
daughter Marian of San Franclsco,
entouts to Portland on a pleasurs
trip, spent severnl days last week In
Medford aa the guests of Mr, and
Mry. Ralph Woodford.

—y—
Dancing Party
At Colontal Club.

Many ressrvations for dinner and
dancing were made for last evening
at tho Colonial club, including ssvera]
no-bont affalrs,

from grand chapter. to he glven.
Vigiting members are Invited
———

[ady FElks Mest at
Temple This Week

Lady Elks will meet st the Elks
temple on Tiesday afternocon, for|
cards, pool and bowling. The meet-
ing thia week is the last until fall, it
wna announced yesterday,

BECOMES AWARE THAT HE'S
1 LET HIM SLEEP

Prthian Club
Meeting Tuesday

The Pythian club will maet at the
home of Mra. W. L, Walden Tuesday,
dune 26. All ‘members are naked tn
bring a coversd dish,

Balem, June 33.—(AP)—Condl-
tional pardona were lLaued hy Gov-
ernor Julius L. Meler today to normal
B, Newell and Jack Borry, serving
terms of one year each in tha Mult-
nomah county atl for asauit. Both
men were commitied on November 15,
1838,

HUSBRND SAYS HE CAN STAY
AWAKE Now AND Scowls,
TRYING 10 KEEP EYES OPEN

WHICH BECOMES |MPASSIBLE
NODDING AGRIN, BUT DEZIDES ~ WHEN HE SUDDENLY SA&S
OVER ON HER

SUDDENLY BECOMES AWARE OF
A RHVIUMIC SNORE ON HER LEFT,
BETTING LOUDER

(Copyright, 1934, by Tha Ball Syndiests, Ina)

]

SLEEP AT ALL
RESTING HIS

WARES HIM AND TELLS HIM
WHAT HAS HAPPENED. IN PiC-
TURE S0 HE CAN FOLLOW THE
“ToRY

DECIDES SHE WONT SEE MUCH
OF PIefURE HERSELF AT IS
RATE AND TARES HIM HOME

i)

8'MATTER POP—

By C. M. Payne
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Y\ NOW, PALL--
AWEVE GOT THE

CREAM OF |T
IN THE CANS

I\

4
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JorTa—
SPEAKN To THA
FARMAH, +Jud,
"F'Q.'P

sl

By Hal Forrest

YOU'VE SURE HAD
G A HARD SIEGE OF
(T ON THIS PICTURE.
IT'S BEEN A GREAT &
EDL RESPORSIBILITY::
‘.‘ L R A e = i

EVERY PICTURE
HAS ITS ToleH BREAKS-
BUT | WANT THIS ONE
TO BE AN EPIC- A

1l PORTRAVY. THE TRUTH
\ OF AVIATION:- AND

i DERFICT ITS TREMENDOUS
L (MPORTANCE I

25, LWARFARE AS WELL :

BILL, WHAT DO

~OU “THINK ARAUT
DOUES CHANCES?
YOU SEE-| KNEW
HI OVERSEASAND

WOULD MURDE
ANYONE =~

THATS FOR THE
SURY TO DECIDE 4
PAUL-- WE CANT
HELP HIM NOW--

By Edwin Alger

SAY, ARE YOU
GOIN' TO SLEEP
ALL DAY ?
WE'RE MOVIN'/

SE\IT

1]

|

WHATS THE

aAM 1L AROCUNMD
HERET

MATTER WATW Yo -
SMNERKINMG OUT BEFORE
A1 WAKE UPT WHO

O

NoL WJend 1 WAS KEVER”

AR GOOD AT JOKES OR
PUZZLES AND THERES NO
REASON 1O SNEAK SUT ON
YOUR SLUMBER o 1 COULD

WALK oUT WITH A BRASS
BAND FOR THATS ONE

(Ceparight, 1084
Trad

Mk Rag 10 Pab OdTjey

b7 The Ball Brsdicata, baa

WE'LL SOON BE
OFF DEAD DOG
REEF, BUTNOT SO
SOON AS OLD CAPN

wEZXPECTED-

ﬂomw: LAD/

I'M MINUS A SAILOR,
THAT'S WHY-0H, NOTHIN'
SERIOUS - SAM SCUPPS
HAD TO GO AN'LET A

CRATE FALL ON HIM~

WHY
50?

43"

Z 1T TORE A GASH IN HIS LEG BUT
1 BANDAGED HIM LIP. AN PUT HIM IN

SICK BAY—NOW, LAD, DONT LOOK S0
STLNNED/ CAP'N IKE WILL HAVE OLD
SAM AS GOOD AS NEW IN NO TIME /

1

/

{4
—\

LisTerN, L MaY LIKE SLEER AMD ITS
O GOOL HEALTH AND A CLEAR
COMRSCIERMCE THAT Carl BRING THAT
ABOUT AND 1 MAY w0T BE THE SMARTEST
BUSINESS MAN BUT 1 DO KMOW THAT
NOOUD Look A LOT BETTER LP-
STAIRS WHTH A SEWING BASKET

waNnDSs !

ALL RIGHT. ALL RIGHT ! BUT DONT COME

UPSTAIRS AND TELL ME WIHAT & HARD

YOB YOUWE GOT... |F 1 \WAS AN
ACROBAT, 1 COULD DO “YOUR

JOB STANDING ON MY

’ ‘1.' =
i (e
i |
o 4|
\ \
—— (o]
<
L Goa =
CM&.‘-Q-.J -

BRINGING UP FATHER

By George McManus

NOW : LISTEN- THATS BETTER AN' REMEMBER AN N CONCLUSION- .
MY SONL | THAN sHAVING e e T LET ME SAY- THAT \F %&D%%ggg-slo
MWANT, To TO HEAR R A A YOU AVOID ALL THE 9 ABOUT THESE
. i p g < JLl SREAT IR B k1e) FATHER'S ADVICE- TEMPTATIONS 'VE JUST THINGS THAT You
i e ETC- ETC- TOLD WOu ABOUT - TELL ME NOT

l © 1840 Kong Pravatm Spndeww, loe Coww Boitals righm maeced

YOWLL BE A FINE
MAR -

7O De?

-




