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L MEIE: At last, things are
Lreaking Bergeont Horper's woy in
bis inveatigation of the fwo mbir-
ders ot Pierrs Dufreane’s Rowae,
He hop exposed tha fact that botk
Afr. and Mrs, Difreans ore paving
Eilen Decker, o former matd of
theirs, to Leep guiet chout some
motes demanding o rendervous, and
ka ks brokem Plerre Dufreaje’s
wupparediy air Hght alibt

—

Chapter 44
MRS, DUFRESNE

HRW dsrk blus llmousine palled
‘% up ontslde No. 14 Powhatan Ter
race It was only a little past soven
o'clock, but the darkness was os ad-
vanced as though the night were
hours old, Through the twin eylin-
ders of light from the headlights
fluttered the vagrant snowfakes
that heralded the sequel to the
storm of the preceding day. Tha
alr was creapy with ohill.

*Walt hare for me, no matter how
fong,” Harpor Instructed the driver.

He opened the door and entered.
Thers waa no one In alght nod no
sound of activity aoywhere. He
walked down the hall, unlocked the
breakfant-room door, and turned on
the wall llghts, Whenever he re-
turned to this locked room, ho had
a fopling that womeona bhsd been
thara in the Interlm looklug over
tho “oxhibits” e had that foellng
pow, strongly, but could discover
no svidenco to subatantiate it

Dropping his hat and overcoat on
s chalr, hs went to the fropince.
Sura enough, there was the brass
urn io & corner of the hearth, ex-
actly as Ellen Becker bad described
it. Harper pulled It forward and
bandful by handful aifted the sand,
Having mado sura that nothlng was
bidden thers now, he poured the
whita sand hack lnto the urn,
ampothed it down, and returned It
to {ts place.

Harper went to the door and
Ipoked out Into tha hall, He walted,
hesring a qulet footstap, The hutler
appepred, saw the allent figure
watohing, and camo to him.

*Whore s avery one, Andraws!”

*They are at dinner, slr.” He Indl-
gated a door farther down the hall,

“And Mrs. Dufrosna?"

*Mra, Dufrasne is having dinner
jn her own room. Did you wish to
ppeak to anyone?” |
| *™Not yot, Audrews. Later in the
avening will do Jjust as well Is

onaghy abont?"

*Tm norry, slr, He asked Mr, Du-
freane for the avening off.”

*“\What time will he be back?"

“Eleven-thirty, at the Intest, That
Is the ruls of the house™

The deloctive went back (nto the
breakfast-room, took up Mrs, Do
fronna's stainod slippers, locked the
door behind him, and went quletly
up tho stairs, Still quistly, he rapped
on the door of Mra. Dufresne's
room. Without any preliminary
sound the door was opened a foot or
s0 and Miss Burkett's red head
gleamed o (he opening.

Bergoant Harpor pushed against
the door gently but firmly and Ine
sarted himself through the opening.
*You can't come i{n here,” protested
the watch-dog supplied by the hos
Uls Dr. Ulrleh.

“Not* queried Harper, amliingly,
already inaide. Over the nurse's
shonlder ba saw the mistress of the
houss sealed fn a deep armehalr,

*Good avening, Mra. Dufresns, For
give my Intruslon, but it 1s Impera
tive that I speak with you—now.*

RS, DUFRESNE was resting

A yory comfortubly in her chalr,
hor foal on & atool, a book open on
her lap, and & soft blue lounging
robe coverlng her, Dr, Ulrlch's
bandages hid the right side of her
Tace h

Tho detective turned to the nurse,
*I wiah to talk with Mrs. Dulreans
privately, If you will pleass leave
us—I'll riig when I've Anlabed.”

The red-headed woman looked at
ther patlent o Inquiry. “But 1 have
wordera o slay here,” ahe objected.
“Dr. Ulrich told me—"

“Never mind what Dr, Ulrleh told
you—-""

“Go, Miss Burkett.” Thers was no
denylng the authorily in that quist
volee from the armobalr,

Proceded by a oolite “May IT*
Harper piahed up a chalr to faca the
atlll fgure. “1 hops your Injury Is
reaponding to treatment, Mra, Du
frosne. 1 underatood trom Dr, Ulrich
that you would bave ta keep to a
Hquld diet for & tew daye"

Mre, Dufresns ignored the subtie
exposure. 8ha reached out her hand
toward the ntand at her elbow. On
It were & writing pad, and & penell,
8he ploked up the latter.

*Let s put an end to thass little
fictions, please,” he sald, qulstly, *1t
you can hold m cooversation with
Dr. Ulrfoh, you can talk to me, It fa
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time we had an understanding abu.
cartsin maiters.”"”

"What do you wanit, Mr, Hu
perl” sho asked In a muffled voli.
for the surgleal dresslng covers
one cornar of hor mouth,

“I want tha truth about eert: o
incidents, Mrs. Dofresne, and ou.,
you can supply that”™ Harper an
swered, "There {s no une beatln,
about the bush, We have found ol
A great many ‘things from wuri
nourea and another, some things wi
do not yet understand fully, but th
cane has dofioltely moved from th
backstalrs to the upstalrs, to put i
bluntly."

Brivia Dufresns flinched.

“Mra, Dutresne, who was the man
who was murdered In the breakfast-
room? What was his name, and
what brought him to this house, not
once, but many times? I bellave you
can tell ma!™

“I don't know,” the Iady [altered,
not challenging her questioner.

The detsctive's brows went up.
“Whers did yon go when you lef!
Mrs, Morlock’s houge last nlght

The banda tightened so that the
knouckles shons taut and white
“Who (old you I left Mrs, Mot
locka?" ghe gasped.

For answer, the datectivs posed
the stained elippers on the side to
ble. “Thess are tho shoos you worr
Inst night, Mrs. Dufrosme, The:
show that yon walked a conaider
able distance through the snow. Bu
that la not all. Wo have an eye- wii
ness who will testify that you left
Mra. Morlock's house."

YLYIA DUFRESNE waa silent
but the ons wholly vlsible ey
was wide with apprehension.

“Would you not rather explai
things to me here, guletly, than st
swar thess same questions In
courtroom?* Harper nsked. "Pe
tinps you will reallze what I mes
when 1 tall you that I talked wil
Ellen Bocker this afternoon. Eb
told us everything.”

Bl the wide-eyed sllonce, @
though the Sergeant of Datective
had exercised & hypnotie spell ove
her.
"Bellave ms, Mrs, Dufrosne, yo
should have realized that the trutl
could mot ba wuppressed long b
bribery., Ellen Becker took th
money, but ahs has told her ator)
Donaghy, apparently, has als
cashod In on this, and I have n
doubt he ecan be made to talk a
readily aa tha girl."

“Joseph1" Mra. Dufrcans mur
mured.

“Yes, Josaph Donsghy,” Harpo
rapeated, "'Not to mloce words, Mre
Dufresne, 1t will bs charged thu
you held searet rendezvous with thi
man who was killed,”

Bylvia Dufreane erled out at tha
and put hor hand over her face, bu
the detectlve went on remorsalem
17, “We have heen told there weob
a numbar of jealous guarrals be
tween you and Mr. Dufresna ani
that he openly charged you witl
infidelity. At ths time he atated tha
he would never give you s divoree

"It has been remarked that ever
slnce this affair reachod its climas
Mr, Dufreans has avolded your pres
ence. It will ba intimatad that yon
antered Into a plot to kill your hus
band and that In m quarrel subse-
quent to the attempt on his life you
killed this other man,

"$V'e are corialn that OMcer Ham-
{1'was admitted to this hotme by
#ome one he recognized as belong-
{ng haro and was then shot down.
“You have my word that an the
avidence now atands it will make &
strong clroumstant!al cane, You will
be amared to ses how much of our
evidence will At Into that theory,
‘] have studled thesa facts and
suspoct a differont story, but if you
will not confide in me 1 shall have
to met on Ellen Boecker's te s mony.
I nsk you once agaln to Lall me the
trith about lnst night.”
Then her volcs came, *No—no—I
hava nothing to say. To you—or any
oas Not aven if you arrest me. You
must do as yon like. But please—
please—don't question me!™
The tears rolled silently down
tier cheak, but ahs would not give
war to audible distrens.
Harper ross. "I' am very morry,”
be sald, renching for the bell. The
nurse responded to the tnkling eall
as the detective pleked up the sllp-
pors. v
*Miss Bprkett, 1 make you ae-
countable for Mra, Dufrosne's safe-
ty. Bho Is not to have ponsesslon of
any article with which she might
Infilet an injury to horael! or othars,
That Includas anything with A polat-
ed or eutling edge. You will also see
to 1t that all visitors are barred
from this room untll tarther notlce.
‘Those are official inatructions,”
(Copyright, 103), by Walter C. Hrowen)
e

Richard Croyden makes a atrange
plea, temorrew,

Kittens Halkeq aon Pottle
BSOUTH WINDBOR. Conn.—{(UP)=—

“Tlack Marin™ Hides, 31
LEWIBTON, Me.— (U It costa 81

When the mother of four newborn | to ride in Lawlston's “Black Maria*

kittenin fell & viellm of & “hit and | —whether you want to or not,
run' driver, Mrs. Robert Lobdell pur- | pollte departiment has bought & new |

chased a nursing bojtle and ook
aver the diuties of rearing the of-
phans,  The lden wns & AUCCess.

The

patrol wagon and the fes has been
Ievied to cover Ita cost. The #1 I
ndded to the defendant's fine,
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C0C DEATH RATE
INMEDFORD AREA
LOW DURNG YEAR

——

A low moriality rate for the Med-
ford CCC district has been rocorded
during the past year, Hgures rocelve
ed from the district headquartera to-
day show, with only three denths
within this ssction since establiahing
of the hendquarters in May, 1933,

Loat summer there were 14 camps,
with about 2800 men in the district,
during the winter there were 2000
men, and now, with the distriet en-
Inrged to Include 20 camnps And a
hesdquarters detachment of about
200 men, there are an spproitmate
4200 men on duty in this area,

The most recent death in the CCO,
was John P, Joblonskl, 10.vear old
Chilengo youth, who dieg Inat Sunday
from injuries suffered when he dived
into the Rogiue river, at a shallow
spot. He wos stationed at Camp Rand
Ranger station. His body wns ship-
ped eant Wednesday, for burlal.

On October B, last year, John J.
Novotney, 23, an enrolle with the
Lake of the Woods company, from
Strenter, IUL, was fatally injured at
this Cold Springn spike camp about
forty miles from Kiamath Falls, by
a Talling tres,

The other denth In the district, was
Kirk M. Sheldon, World war veteran,
wha digd at the Roseburg hospital
on November 23, 1933, from car-
bunecles.

According to figures released by in-

enrolle, would be 761 perstna per||::e #chool Fear with npondiluruf
thousand, esch year. Jutiors 1nclUde | well under those budgeted, an audit

young men between the sges of 13.111_,.. completed by

and 28,
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ment showed

Genoral boarg
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WITHIN BUDGETS -

Nor'.
La Grande Nor..

Ashiand

EALEM, Ore—{UP)—All Omegon In-|
atitutions of higher learning finished

Tota)

the state depart-
loday.

Exproditures were;

Estimated Actual
8 14TA2T § 111560
- 1L T062.505 1,582,841
pE2.204 882,608
64,718 328,106
186,017
B0, 147
02,768

83,015 308

GIVE IT A WH

-{Come ON MOUSIE
- I'LL RACE YOU DOWN
%, TO THE CORNER

esipe

| GET THAT TRUNKFUL

L UNSURPASSED!

IR

Awlyou GoTTA
GIVE ME A HEAD \
START=| SAW You

OF STANDARD
GASOLINE WITH
TETRAETHYL
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SUBURBAN HEIGHTS

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS

ALTHOUBH THE WOMEN OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD
ARE INDIGNANT THAT A Blé ADVERTISING SIGN-
BOARD WAS PUT UP ON THE VACANT LOT ON THE
CORNER, THE SMALL BOYS ARE JUBLANT AT
AETING A SWELL BACR-S5TOP AT LMT
TOR THE(R DIAMOND

.t 1 Grives
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S0 TH FINGED"Y
PRINT TREORY 'F
WAS A BUST,

HUSH, BRIARSIE-
WE DON'T WANT TO
AWAKEN DAVE OR

WATER
BUSINESS
BUT RLUDY
ISNIT KEEN
Foq THE Dea,
=ME WANITS
O BE THE

THATS THE~
Tht & (1DEA!L
CANT
TRREAKW 1T
L]
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IT TAKES
PLANKNIN G

To HEEP THa
PLACE INTACT,
WittH A TSuNcH—=
oF ICIDS
ATSouT!

s
i Tor, Pem! Hals
v HAmMMER N AN BusTing
‘THERADIO AN’
EVETYTHING WIiTH

THa UNTIREATATLE
Tovw!
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COMPLETELY
WASHED OuLT
ALL OF OUR
SUSPECTS -

SAY, TOM - HOWD
ABOUT THIS FELLER,
BOLTS- TH'
GREABE- MONK
THAT Lk
CANNED?

/ HE DISAPPEARED
© MONTHS AGO-—-THAT
SORT OF LETS HIM

By Hal Forres§

CIEANMWHILE ==~ -
WHAT ARE
THEY GONNA

N

S
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1T LooKS PLENTY
/1S BAD FOR

hQuick)

URT HOWSE

& LUEEKS =~=

HIP), SKEETS,
WEVE GOT

™ O
SoMETHING

By Edwin Algen

BRIAR,YOL OLD LUMP OF
LOVE, T DON'T KNOW WHAT
1D DO WITHOUT “you /
YOU'RE ALWAYS ON THE

JOB FOR ME, AREN'T YOU?

T WONDER WHAT CAP'N IKE WAS LP
TO, SENDING THAT MAN ASHORE AT
NIGHT= LUKE 1S RIGHT BECALSE
WHOEVER IT 1S LIVING ALONE IN
FISHTOWN SURE DOESH'T LIKE

i

o i ’l |
Zer M}

=

VISITORS/ i

H .,!/’I’i.’}i‘g.ﬂ'f]]:: [

CAP'N IKE DOESN'T KNOW WHAT
T'VE SEEN SO MAYBE HE'LL
TRY TO KEEP IT QUIET-1'LL
| BE ABLE TO TELL ABOUT THAT
IN THE MORNING—

NOW, L DORIT WAKNT THAT
KID TO COME BACK HERE .1
DOW'T WAaNIT T OWwWN A PLACE
THAT SOMEBODY ELSE IS 'TWE
BOSS OoF - AD HES FRESHER
THAN ESGSS THAT /S
THE CHICKEN IS
STILL CARRYING |

2 AROUND., i

BiG BOsSs
HIMSELF,
6-22

{Ooparighe, TR0, b3 Tha Bell Bywhienta a0’
Trads Mask Nog U 8 Pai Offion

Y TRAT KID MIGHT HAVE HELPED J
| MY POZKETBOOK BUT HE DIDMNT SON
HELP MY STANMDING —1 was asxd L!g(:_.h\
ALCE AROUND HERE UNTIL HE 1T
ST PUT ANOTHER SPOT ON ME A

BRINGING UP FATHER

FLL JUST STOP IN
AT THE OFFICE an'
SEE IF MY SON S
TAVIN' AN
INTEREST
1N =S NEW
JOB-

MWHERE
HASD BEE
<

—

| WONDER 11" HE ]

AND MADE ME ¢

=3 1

T [7 S5, FATHER OF A GREAT
i) IVE GOT A 600D

- WE HAavE NGO BUSINESS

THE MATTER WITH OPENING AN
OFEFICE |h THE CITY WITH LEM THE
MANAGER Po LET i HIM ATTEND

BREAK UD A FAMILY _ WHArs | IDEA L TRINKITS
A GooD oONE'L
NouU cargT

HMISS ALL THE

By George McManus

19 WE?

NN YET?
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HAS MY VLL SAY 50~ HE M w
Son BEEN | | CALLED FOUR LoNG ||| eSET M EaAmuER e o o
I~ 7P DISTANCE PHONES: | WANT TO T
gorRoWED TWENTY | || DIETATE & LUNSH -
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