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SYNUPNIN: Heduced almubi
deszeration by hia inability to .lulu
the muptery of the murderer who
hot o policeman and o stranger ln
Pigrre Dufreane’s house 8§
Harper suddeniy finds the trail rd
Ailew Decker, the maid whe [eft the
Dufreanes about the time the aeries
of mystesious avesta began whieh
preceded the tragedy. Harper and
his asnisrant, Laferty, area talking
ta Fllen's aunt.

Chapter 42
BECKER TALKS

E'RE from Pollce Headquar-

tera,” sald Harper. “Ars you
Mrs: Button? Well, Mrx. Sutton, wa
happen to know that Miss Becker
Is at home, It wonid be much wiser
It sho saw' us, Mueh wissr'

To nssist Mras, Boiton make the
correct decinion Lafferty casually
put a sturdy foot mcross the sill.

YOh, all right, coma In. Bhe's
ypstairs, [ thought you were bill
collectors, There's some mistake,
though, Ellen has been homa for
months, looking after me.

“If there has boan a mistake, we
can soon put It stralght. Wi you
ask her to come down, pleasa?"

The detectives wors ushersd (nto
a dark, stuffy parlor that probably
had lts twilight atmosphera sven
on the brightest days. They heard
ths alderly woman's slow tread as
she mounted tha staira,

“Thaere's somothing in It" Lat
farty whisperad. “Did you notice her
face when she found out who we
waral"’

Harper nodded. A lighter step
wis doming down (hes sialrcase.
Then the curtalns rustled and Miss
Ellen Becker faced thom.

“Miss Beclar?”

“Yaw, What do you want, pleasal?”

“Wa are from Pollce Headguar
tars, 1 am Setgennt Harper of the
Homiclde Bureau., | am In charge
of the murder case at Mr. Plerrs
Dufresne’s houss. You've heard
about that?"

“Yeu" echood Miss Becker. “I
read about it In the papers today."

“"We cama to ask you mome ques
tions about your period of service
thars, Why did you leave Mr. Du.
fresne’s employment last Novem:
ber?"

"My aunt was very slck and need:
»d constant looking after, so | gave
ootice and camo home. I haven't
been near Mr, Dulresne's house
slnce.”

Harper looked at her, "Stlll tak-
Ing care of your aunt?"

Hilen's face darkoned. "She's well
now, but jobs are hard to get.”

“1f you left Mr., Dufresne’'s of
your own accord, why don't you ap-

"ply for your old Job? They haven't

hired any one In your place.”

“I'd rather get a job whera I can
live at home."

“"Misn Bocker," Harper continued,
“yotr dany, then, thal you have been
advised to go into hlding for &
whila?"

Tha detectivae's chancs ahot, basad
on Harrla' report of the telephone
mosangen, certalnly struck homn,
"Why, er—of course,”. shes stam:
mared, with apparent affort.

“You wera not, by any chance,
packing to go Away when we ar
rlved?"

"No! Where would I ba golog? |
live here.” But her volee wan st
unsteady,

“In that ease, you won't mind |t
wa fust take & qulck look at your
room. Jack, ste to IL!"

AFFERTY wan off Iike a shot.

/ In a moment thers (ssued loud
voloea from upstalrs and Lafferty
eanme hurrying down again,

“She wna packad to go; all right”
ha accised, *When I rushed up the
old Indy waa stuMng things back
In the bureaus and closats as fast
as she could."

"Hal" sxclalmed Harper, “now
the cat's out of the bag. | glve you
your choles of two things, You can
talk to us, or you can come along
to Headquarters, Thare's & ear
walting on the corner

Hilen broke down, guick, fright-
enod sobn shaking her body, *1
didn't do anything wrong” ahe
walled.

Harper anawerad atonlly, *"but
you are boldlng back Information.
Why did you leave the Dufrssnes?
Bocauso some ons found It worth
while to get you out of the houss?”

Ellen Becker renlgued herself to
the Inevitable and nodded.

Harpaer leansd torward, tenne and
eager. “Who has been paylng you
the hush-money ™

"Mrs. Dufrosnat®

Harper leansd back, "Tell us ex-
actly what happoned

Ellen Beocksr clenched her fn.
Kers. It wan right after the house
was opened last autumn” sba be
gan, “The tamily wera at the apart:
ment while we got things ready.
1 was ¢cleaning the hoarth (n the
breakfast-room, There waa a brasa
urn standing: by the fAreplace, Alled
with white sand,

oMNurder ol
NG HOUSE

BY WALTER C. BROWN

« Ba¥ & DIl OL paput s.cking up
and when | pleked at It | saw that
it was part of & clgarsite stub, 1
pushed the sand around and found
a lot of them burled there. | thought
that was strange, becausn we'd only
opened (he house & few days bafore
and hadn't used tha breakfast-room
at all.

“] poked = little deapsr In tha
sand and found a allp of paper,
buried down one slde, I read it."

“Waa the writlog that of A man
or & woman?" Lafferty asked,

“l couldn't tell. All the words
were printed and thers was oo date
and no signature, It sald: ‘Wil ex-
pect you st the usunl time. That
was all, | took It upstalra and showed
it to Mra, Dufresne. Sha turned
white whon sha read It, Bha kopt
me there nearly an hour, while she
walked up and down the room. Fi-
nally aho suggested that If my aunt
was In need of nursing [ could go
homs for a while and she would
continue toaend me my wages, [ did,
and she bas" was Ellen Beckor's
tarss concluslon,

"Do you realize that was prac-
tieally blaokmafl?”

Mrs. Dufresno's don. I didn't
aak her for anything. Why shouldn't
I accept IL? It was the frst time
In my lita I ever got something tor
nothing, Nobody's golog to dle and
loave me & million," she sald bit
terly.

Harper satirrad himaelf. "I think
you'd better coma along with us to
Dufresne’s house, We'll have to get
to the bottom of this story."

“"No—no—npleass! I can’t go back
there!™

“So there's mora to the atory?
Out with {t—all of it this timal"

Ellen's noxt statement cnma only
afler a visihle struggle, “Two days
Inter,” she contlnued, "I found an
other nota In the same place. It wan
printsd, just llke the other. It sa&ld:
'The sama place, and you'd better
come this time' The last part was
underlined. Whils I was looking at
this note, with the nand spread out
on & papar, Mr, Dufresns walked In,

"He wantsd lo know what 1 was
dolng there and I had to show him
the note. He carried on worse than
Mra. Dufreana. He nsked ma all
kinds of questions and talked so
wild I was afrald of him.

"I told him I was leaving to take
care of my aunt, Thon he calmed
down all at once, but he made me
awoear Lo say nothing aboul the nota
to any one. He promised that I
wouldn't lose by it

Harper leaped up, “Well, I'll ha
damned," he crled, “you've got the
narya to slt there and galmly admit
you've bean taking monay from both
of them?"

Bllen tarned sullon before his an-
gar. “But what could I do? Hund
back his money and tell him | was
alroady belng pald to keep qulat?
What good would that have done?
Bosldos, 1 was alrald of bim, | was
afrald to tell him anything."

spreading dynamite around in that
houne?" Harper burst out. “For a
faw paltry dollars you ware willlng
to ses a whole household hroken up.
No wonder you're afrald to go hack
thers and repeat your atory. Who
swarned you to run away—Mr. Du-
fresne or Mra. Dulresna?"

“1 won't tell, I'm not golng to sy
another word." Hilen'a volce grow
ahrill, *1 want to see a lawyer,”

“Oome on,” sald Lafferty, “lot's
trot her down to Headquarters,
8he'll talk thera, whother she wants
to'or not. By that time she'll need
A lawyer!™

The sinister tone pried the girl
Ioone trom the lnat hold on her ret-
lesnce, “Nelther ons,” she mdmit-
ted sullenly, “It was Jos Donaghy
who called me.”

Harper's eyes glittored with re-
newed Intercat. “So Jos was lo on
this? He knows all about thone
“doala?"

"Only about Mrs. Dufresne,” Ellen
cotfeasod.

"I guess you call yoursalves awest.
hearts," Lafferty sncered. "A fine
palr of lovers you are,"

“Nevar mind that now, Jack"
Harpor Interrupted, then, turning
to the girl, *What did be tell you
over the 'phone?”

“He aald |t looked like thinga
might broak wide open up thera at
tha houns, and that It they did, it
would bo & good Idea for mae to be
missing."

“You'rs holding out on us agalin.
Yot two have Leen workicg this
gamo togother. We know Donaghy's
heen bleeding thess people, too, be
oaune bha's sporting a big roll of
bille™
fQopyright. 1831, by Walter 0. Browun)

But where | Arper tomars
row, doss Ellen’s lvlulnu lead,

LLEN shook her head, "It was

"Can't ¥ou ses that you were I

BABY IS BORN WITH
FIFTY BROKEN BONES

Whs reportaa Mcnday night ta be
getting along mll right, The baby
suffered 48 Dbroken bonea before
birth, at which time both thighs

TDIANAPOLIS, mnd—(UP)—CAro- | ygr tractured. Bhe Ia kept strapped |
line Ruby Msrcer, who was borti & to a board to prevent mdulonnl
manth ago with fifty broken bones, | breaks

COMMODITY PRICE
LEVELS AI]VANBE

WASHINOTON, June 230 —(AP)—
An advanca of five-tenilia of one per
| cent in wholessle commodity prices
during May was reported todsy by
the bureau of Iabor statistics,

The buresu reported prices were
78,7 per cent of the 1038 average.

The present Index Is at the level
of Mnarch, 1004, the highest polnt
reached  since 1631 when the Index
tfigure waa 48, The bureau's list
"Hhﬂ"eﬂ 411 advances, 200 showing no
ghange. Declines were reported on
183 ftema.

The largest inoresse was recorded
in metals and metal products, which
pdvanced 115 per cent. In this group
agricultural implements were T per
cent higher.

Foodstufis rose about 14 per cent,
bringing tho present level of the
group to 671 per cent of the 1026
average which Is an Incronse of nesr-
1y 13 per cont over May of iaat )‘ear

LEGION LEADER SEEKS |
GOP SENATE BACKING

OLYMPIA, June 20.—([AP)—Renn
Qdlin, 37-year-old Olympia banker,
native Washingtoninn and former
atate commander of the American
Leglon, formally announced his can-
didacy today for the Republican
nomination for Unlted States sena-
tar,

* Repressnting the younger Republl-!

fean element which fa ncking to re- | the number,
intore the Republican party to pres- Sinlle on Your Motherin Lips and a
|tige and power in this state, Odiln Twinkle In Your L}adq,a Eve,”

*When

u rmrnrkmr on his first eampalgn

= office,

zatlon  work for

LONGEST SONG TITLE
GOING IN NEW MOVIE

HOLLYWOOD —(UP) A wordy cone
writers oVer a

Lest amiopg movie sons

ied with the state G. O,
several

withoush he has FISH WRESTLING NETS
THIRTY-FIVE LB. CARP

‘, ERan—(UP)—Fuh
At Big
Bennie
saw A large finh
Jumped in and applied
Altsar a TOugh and
| tune titie ended abruptly | tumble wrestling mateh Hughes tri-
todny, \lhf‘n Warners announced it umphantly
"wowld Include In & new pmductl(m A Tirm hpadiock on s 35-pound earp. !

KASAS CITY,
5‘.\'rrl.l]m_s: was inaugurated
Eloven lake near liere todny
Hughes, lfegunrd,
near ahore,
strangle hold,

wndnd ashore,

You Were a

He had

£ 1 THOUGHT You
E SAID YOu WERE
= GOING TO
THIRD AND :
= MARKET

_ GIVE IT A wmm

smee-rs" -

;You KNOW IT'S
\SURPRISING How
> FAR YOU CAN GO
= ON A TANKFUL
). OF STANDARD
GASOLINE WITH

...uND HELPING

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS f

AR

HOSTESS UREES HIM To HAVE
ANOTHER HELPING OF ICE CREAM,
ACLEPTS

THEES A BITE OR TW0, REALIZING
UNERSILY THAT JUNIOR 1S
WATCH NG EVERY MDUTHFUL.

REALIZES OTHERS HAVE ALL
FINISHED AND TRIES -0 HURRY,
GEAfING A PAIN IN HIS TEMPLE

{Copyright, 1004, by The Bell Byndicate, Inc.)

!,-ro l_

REALIZES NO ONE ELSE 15 HAVING
ANYMORE  AND THAT HE TooK
THE LAST HELPIN®

)

TARES P\NOfHER BITE, AND SEES  THIS UNSETYLES HIM SO, HE
TEARS BESINNING -fb WELL UP 'SPILLS ON HI5 NEO{TJE'
IN JUNIOR'S. EYES

RECEWES HELPIMG. NOTICES
JUNIOR STARING AT HIM WiTH
EXPRESSION OF MINGLED WiST-
FULNESS AND HATE

—_—

e

TRIES TO INDICATE HE'S THROUGH, FORCES REST OF ICE CREAM
BUT HOSTESS HINKS HE'S JUST  DOWN, YOWING 10 HIMSELF
BEING POLITE AND INSI6TS ON  HE'LL NEUER TRHE A SECOND
W5 FINISHING HELPING OF ANYTHING

8'MATTER POP—

By O M Payne

TAI’LBPIN TOMM’Y— ‘'Thumbs Down {t

|c "APT: BARLOW,
FINEER -
PRINT EXPERT,
ACTING O
THE TIP
FROM TOMMY,
IS PUTTING
EVERYONE 0N
THE MOoviE
LOT THeOUsH
THE HCES

SORRY TO HAYE TO
DO THIS, FOLKS-BUT
IT'S 'ORDERS FROM

THEN, sV

By Hal Forrest

o - ¥ o —

1% soRmy--0Y EYEL \'LL BET LOELL, TOMMY, LIE WERE ¢ THATS GREAT, | | NO—THEY'RE - ~ou--- WE CHECKED ERR---

HES GETTING A KICK QUT | [ABLE T GET PERFECT MR BARLOW [ ENTIRELY NEW--2Y HAVEN'T || HIS FIRST--- O NOY

!‘F‘"\} FINGERPRINTS ON DID THEY ||DON'T MATCH MATCHED || LWOHAT | MEANT 4( AT ALL--
THE WIiNDoW 8ILL MIATCH UP=-- | [IOITH ANYOMNES THEM WITH || T0 SAY-<LOAS K - -BO

IN HANGAR STRWITH ANY 1N | |[FINGERS ON DOUGLAS' ? || THAT 1I'VE RIGHT

TH\RTE,EN L OUR ROGUES' | [THIS FIELD:-- PRINTED AHEAD-

GALLERY ?

EVERYONE.
HERE-- EXCEFT
] | YEU--—- Do

You MND?

OH-- THAT A
REMINDS

By Edwin Alger

(Qeprright, 1004 by The Ball Sradinda, lL ~
VY Trode Mok Tg U B P Offiss’

THERE'S CAPN IKE— HUSH, MISTAH BEN/ | I YO'! COME BACK TO ‘DEED SO AN' WE &
RECKON HE HEARD I'T'S JES ME —DON' DE KITCHEN WITH OLD GWINE SHO'NUFF
THE SHOTS, TOO — ’ LET DAT CAPM ALONZO —HE GOT INDLUCTION DE MYSTERY|
MAYBE 1'D BETTER — MAN HEAR YO'- SUMP'N FO' TO TELL OF 'EM FO' DE SUNRISE!
ASK HIM ABOUT THEM- el YO'—
I ‘ i *
. §:
THE NEBBS—Good Nows? By 801 Hess
SLEMMY T - OH HELLD o IVE GOT JomME NO, HE'S NOT COMING BACK o
WHAT 7 ITs ALL OFF . SWELL NEMWS ... HE'S GOING TO STAY UP THERE
BETWEEN YO AMD LEMMY'S COMING BACK WiTH His WwWIFE AMD 1I'M SURPRISED
MINWIE .. ARNID VGU'QE) HE DIONT MAKE THAT YO, HIS FATHER, SHOWULD REIOICE
CoMING BACKT l WP WITH MINNIE , AT THIS |IDEA - YOU, WHD HAVE
ENUOYED MMATRIMONY 'r'o J
IPRLITS FLLLEST DISCORD. !
] \
=]
== E )

BRINGING UP FATHER

By George McManus

HUH SO THAT S 1
THE KINMD OF PaLs
ME S0ON WAST
MWMHAT GOOD 1S A
COLLEGE EDUCATION
IF HE GOBRS WATHL o #
GUYS LIKE THAT? ‘5 bl
]

I'LL TALK TO
MAGGIE ABOLT

WITH THAT BOY-

THIS: SOMETHIN'
HAS TO BE DONME

AN' FER OUR S0MN TO GO
AANTH A SAD LIWE THAT
GHIY N THE RPARLOR 1S
BEYOND ME: I'™M G{‘JLN'
IN CTHERE AN

THROAW HiIM OUT H“

THE
PARLOR 19N'T CALLIN
SON-HE IS LORD MELBGS, oo
i INVI'I"ISD Lriiag) ToﬁHAVE

} WELL-THAT GENTLEMAR] In]
NMER WwWAT




